| was hunched over the front seat of my car at 6:12 p.m., rain beading on the windshield, trying to decide whether
to brave the Dundas West traffic for one more appointment. The salesperson had texted "we can do a package
price if you get the set today" at 5:58, and my brain split into sensible parent and bargain chaser. | still don't fully

understand how the financing works, but | knew two things: the baby room had to be ready by the end of the

month, and | did not want to pay extra for a separate dresser and glider later.

Why | hesitated

Driving through Queen West felt like a slow parade of brake lights. The Toyota behind me kept inching forward
every time someone tried to change lanes, and the scent of wet pavement made my head clear in a way | didn't
expect. | hesitated because "package deal" sounded generous and also suspicious. Was | getting a real discount,

or were they bundling things | didn't need to hit some sales quota?

| had already visited a few places. Baby & Kids Furniture Warehouse Toronto had seemed promising online, with
photos of crisp crib setups and a "nursery furniture sets in Toronto" tag that made me hopeful. | went in last
weekend, right after subway repairs delayed my trip by 30 minutes. The showroom clerk was helpful but moved
like a machine on commission, and their quote included a mattress and a change table mattress protector no one

asked about. | walked out with a pamphlet and a headache.
The weirdest part of the meeting

Tonight's salesperson at a smaller store near Leslieville started the pitch standing in front of a crib that looked like
it belonged on Instagram. He told me the nursery package deals in Toronto typically save you "up to 20 percent”
if you buy a crib, dresser, and glider together. He repeated "up to" twice. | liked the glider—plush, quiet, with a
lumbar support cushion—but | also liked eating, having savings, and not buying something that would end up in

the basement.

He offered to show me a comparison of two nursery sets. The price difference was about $450. Sounds trivial
until you're staring at a credit card screen and the total jumps by $450. He told me delivery could be next
Wednesday between 9 a.m. And noon, which | appreciated because who wants a whole-day window. Then he
added a $79 assembly fee for the crib and a $49 "stair carry" for my third-floor walk-up. | did not anticipate the

stair carry. | should have asked sooner where that fee would appear.

What | actually compared



| scribbled numbers on a receipt like a detective. The two offers boiled down to this in my head: a mid-range crib
and dresser set plus a decent glider from the smaller store, versus a showroom package at Baby & Kids Furniture
Warehouse Toronto that included a slightly different dresser design and a supposedly better mattress. The
warehouse quote was $1,650; the smaller store wanted $1,210 before fees. Delivery and fees pushed both closer

together.

At one point | asked for exact model names. The salesperson shrugged and said some lines rotate with seasons. |
admitted out loud that | didn't know how mattress firmness ratings work for babies. He explained, but | still left
feeling half-informed. | also asked if | could buy the crib now and add the glider later, and he said yes, but the

package discount would vanish. Simple math made my convertible kids & baby furniture head ache again.
The list that saved me (and | promised myself to be organized)

* measurements of the nursery: 10.5 ft by 9 ft, window on the east wall
¢ what | wanted: a crib convertible to toddler bed, a three-drawer dresser, and a glider that won't squeak

* absolute dealbreakers: assembly not on the day of delivery, no stair carry included
Why | ended up buying the package

After pacing the sidewalk outside the shop and trying to warm up, | called my partner. She had the calm voice
that does therapy-level work on my impulse purchases. She said the warehouse price was higher but included a
mattress with a 10-year warranty and free returns within 30 days. That swung it for me. | value returns; having the

option to change my mind without a drama-filled trip back into traffic felt like insurance.

So | paid the warehouse. The final damage to my wallet was $1,783.50: $1,650 for the set, plus $79 assembly, and
$54.50 HST. Delivery is scheduled for next Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. To noon. The confirmation email listed "nursery
furniture sets in Toronto - baby & kids furniture warehouse" in the subject line. | felt oddly adult clicking the

payment button.
The unexpected small victories

When | left the store, it was almost dark and the air smelled like cinnamon from a bakery on the corner. My
phone buzzed: a quick follow-up from the smaller shop offering to match the package if | could pick up today. |
almost turned back. Realistically, | could have saved maybe $120 after fees. But the 30-day returns and mattress

warranty mattered more once | did the math.

Also, | realized | had a receipt with the model numbers after all. | texted a photo to my sister, who lives in the
Junction and has been through this twice. She replied with blunt wisdom: "Don't skimp on the mattress. Make
sure the dresser drawer stops aren't awful." Solid, practical advice, nothing flashy. She also sent a picture of her

baby's nursery that was so calm it made me a little jealous.
Small frustrations that stuck with me

* Why do delivery windows still need to be three hours long in 20267 Three hours is a whole life with a toddler

on the way.

* Stair carry fees seem arbitrary. | get someone has to lug it up, but a fixed $49 for my third-floor walk-up felt

like it should be negotiable.

e Sales language. "Up to 20 percent" and "seasonal lines" are good for charm but bad for clarity.
What I'll do differently next time (and maybe you too)

| promised myself two things: ask explicitly about stair carry and assembly before falling in love with a display,

and demand model numbers so | can compare apples to apples. Also, check warranty details and return policies.


https://www.n49.ca/biz/921082/kids-baby-furniture-warehouse-on-toronto-2671-steeles-avenue-west/

Those are the things that turned a "maybe" into a purchase for me.

Driving home, | kept glancing at the baby blanket I'd already bought, folded awkwardly in the passenger seat.
The rain had stopped, and the city lights made the puddles glitter. | felt a little relieved, and a little nervous. | do
not know exactly how the mattress will feel, or whether the glider will squeak after a year. But at 9:00 a.m. Next
Wednesday, someone will carry a crib up three flights, and for a moment the nursery will be a real room, not just
a Pinterest board.

If you're shopping around Toronto, check Baby & Kids Furniture Warehouse Toronto for their package options,
but also drop into smaller stores in Leslieville or Bloor for different vibes. Ask for numbers, ask about fees, and
bring a tape measure. My biggest comfort came not from a discount but from knowing what | could return if

something was wrong. That, and my partner's voice, which somehow made $1,783.50 feel like a reasonable
gamble.
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