
How Much Horse Feed Does a Horse Eat Per Day?
The appropriate amount of horse feed is based on the horse’s body weight, age, health, and workload. A
horse’s daily ration is generally based on forage first, then adjusted with concentrates, grain, or a complete feed
to support weight maintenance, weight gain, or athletic work.

As a broad guideline, most horses eat about 1.5% to 2.5% of their body weight in total dry matter per day. That
total includes forage like hay and pasture, plus any concentrate or grain mix. In simple terms, a 500 kg horse
often eats around 7.5 to 12.5 kg of total dry matter daily, with the greater part coming from forage. The exact
amount of horse feed varies based on whether the horse is an idle horse, a growing horse, or a performance
horse.

A helpful horse feeding chart should not start with grain. It should start with forage intake, then add a
concentrate only if the horse needs more calories, protein, vitamins, minerals, or support for a higher feeding
rate. This promotes digestive health and keeps the diet closer to a balanced diet.

General kg guidelines by body weight and workload

A straightforward horse feeding chart can help estimate a daily ration in kilograms. For most horses, forage
should make up the largest share of the diet, while concentrate stays secondary unless the horse has special
energy needs.

Idle horse or easy keeper: about 7.5 to 10 kg total dry matter daily for a 500 kg horse, mostly hay or pasture.

Light workload: about 8.5 to 11 kg total dry matter daily for a 500 kg horse, with a small amount of horse
feed if needed.

Medium workload: about 9.5 to 12 kg total dry matter daily for a 500 kg horse, often including more
concentrate.

Performance horse: about 10.5 to 12.5 kg total dry matter daily for a 500 kg horse, with careful attention to
energy and recovery.

Because horses are not all the same, a horse feeding chart should always be adjusted for condition score, pasture
quality, and whether the horse is putting on, holding, or losing weight. Two horses with the same body weight
may need different feed amounts if one is standing in pasture all day and the other is training hard.

The safest approach is to calculate the overall dry matter initially, then portion the ration between hay and
concentrate. That gives a better balanced feeding plan than measuring by a random scoop size.

How much grain to feed a horse per day

When people ask how much grain to feed a horse per day, they usually mean the grain portion, not the full
diet. Horse feed grain is calorie-rich and useful when a horse needs extra calories, but too much can disrupt
digestion. For many horses, grain is only a small part of the daily ration.

A common starting range is 0.5 to 2 kg of concentrate per meal, depending on the horse, the feed’s calorie
density, and the total workload. Many horses do best with multiple smaller meals rather than one large grain
meal. This promotes digestive health and reduces the risk of digestive upset.

A performance horse may need extra concentrate than an idle horse, but the ration still should not rely heavily
on starch alone. The safest plan is often a roughage-based diet with a measured amount of concentrate added to



cover energy gaps. If a horse struggles to hold condition, the total ration may need revision before simply
increasing grain.

Kinds of Horse Feed and What They Are
There are several types of horse feed, and every one has a separate purpose. The main categories include
roughage, nutrient-dense feeds, complete feeds, mixed feeds, pellets, and specific sweet feed for horses.
Understanding the difference helps you build a more precise and safer ration.

Forage is the core of equine nutrition. Hay and pasture offer fiber, promote chewing time, and help maintain
gut function. Concentrates and horse feed grain are added only when the horse needs additional more energy,
protein, or nutrients than forage can supply alone.

Some horses require a simple forage-plus-mineral program, while others need a higher-calorie concentrate to
assist training, growth, or weight gain. The best choice depends on body condition, workload, and the horse’s
overall nutrition plan.

Sweet feed, pellets, and mixed rations

Sweet feed for horses usually refers to a textured ration that may include grains, pellets, molasses, and added
vitamins and minerals. It is often tasty, which can help picky eaters consume enough calories. However, sweet
feed is not automatically better than pellets or other forms of horse feed grain.

Pelleted feeds can be simpler to measure and may reduce sorting. Textured rations often work well for horses
that need encouragement to eat. The key is choosing a feed that supports a balanced diet rather than one
selected only because the horse likes the taste.

For some horses, a well-formulated pellet is simpler to manage than a sweet feed. For others, a textured ration
works better for maintaining appetite and consistent intake. The best choice depends on the horse’s chewing
ability, training level, and calorie needs.

When a horse feed supplement may be needed

A supplement may be useful when forage and concentrate alone do not meet the horse’s nutrition needs. This
can happen when hay is low in certain minerals, when a horse is in hard work, or when growth, lactation, or
senior needs shift the diet.

Good nutrition is not just about calories. It also includes amino acids, mineral support, micronutrients, and
roughage. A nutritional aid may bridge gaps without bringing in too much extra starch or sugar. That is
important for horses that need assistance for digestive health or for those that put on weight quickly.

Before adding a supplement, inspect the existing feed tag and forage quality. Sometimes the problem is not a
lack of feed volume but an imbalance in the ration. A specific supplement can enhance the diet more effectively
than simply raising the amount of grain.

Horse Feed by Brand Name: What Customers Compare
When buyers compare horse feed, they often look at ingredient standards, formulation, calorie content, and
cost. Popular names include purina horse feed, tribute horse feed, nutrena horse feed, and triumph horse
feed. Every brand has different formulas for maintenance, development, and performance.



Brand choice should always be tied to the horse’s actual needs. A feed that works well for one horse may be too
concentrated, too low in calories, or too expensive for another. The best approach is to compare fiber content,
protein content, fat content, mineral profile, and feeding guidelines rather than shopping by brand name alone.

Purina, Tribute, and Nutrena choices

Purina horse feed includes a broad selection of products for basic care, young horses, and performance. Many
owners know the brand for reliable, widely available formulas that meet different feeding goals. Tribute horse
feed is also commonly compared for work output and balanced ration options, especially for horses needing
specific calorie support.

Nutrena horse feed offers feeds aimed at a variety of exercise levels and condition scores. The right formula
depends on whether the horse needs simpler weight control, extra fuel, or a more moderate starch level. Across
these brands, the best decision is the feed that matches forage quality and the horse’s daily job.

When evaluating these formulas, look at the feed analysis, suggested feeding horse feed for weight gain in
UAE rate, and whether the feed is intended as a complete ration or a concentrate feed. That makes it simpler to
build a effective daily ration.

Purina Impact Performance and other high-performance formulas

Purina Impact Performance, Purina Impact horse feed, and Purina Performance horse feed are names often
associated with more ენერგетic diets for harder-working horses. These formulas are typically designed to
support horses in training, events, or intense exercise where calorie density matters.

For a performance horse, the goal is not simply more feed. It is increased usable energy, proper nutrient
balance, and support for recovery. Performance formulas may include added fat, closely controlled starch, and
additional nutrients to help preserve condition during intense workload.

Even with performance formulas, the ration should still be driven by forage. A horse in hard work usually does
better when the concentrate complements quality hay instead of substituting for it.

Where shoppers also look: Tractor Supply, Chewy, and Runnings

Many owners evaluate feed selection and pricing through Tractor Supply horse feed, tractor supply sweet
feed, chewy horse feed, and runnings horse feed. These retailers often stock a range of local and national
brands, making it easier to compare recipes, bag sizes, and feeding directions.

Price, availability, and feed type all are important. A store may offer a more affordable sweet feed, but that does
not mean it is the proper selection for every horse. For some horses, a more specialized formula is worth paying
for because it better supports physical condition, digestibility, and workload.

Shopping across retailers can also help you see how different feeds are positioned: maintenance feeds,
performance blends, senior formulas, and weight-gain options. That can make it simpler to match the feed to the
horse instead of guessing from the label.

Best Horse Feed for Weight Gain vs. Maintenance
The best horse feed for weight gain is not simply the highest-calorie product. It is the feed that helps a horse
gain condition safely while supporting the rest of the ration. For many horses, that means higher-quality forage, a
controlled increase in energy density, and sufficient protein and fat to support healthy tissue gain.

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/horse%20feed%20for%20weight%20gain%20in%20UAE
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For weight gain, horses often do better with easily digestible fiber and oil than with large amounts of starch.
Horses that are already holding condition may only need maintenance calories, while thin horses may need a
carefully increased ration and a more suitable forage source.

When comparing best horse feed brands, evaluate how each one fits the horse’s activity level and metabolism.
The best brand for a hard-working horse may not be the top brand for an easy keeper. Likewise, the worst horse
feed brands are often not truly “bad” products, but feeds that are poorly matched to the horse’s needs or used
at the wrong feeding rate.

How to choose between forage and higher-calorie feed

For most horses, forage should remain the foundation. High-quality hay and access to pasture provide fiber,
help prevent boredom, and support a better digestive environment. If the horse still loses condition, then a
higher-calorie concentrate or feed can close the gap.

Choose more forage when the horse needs slow, steady calories and improved gut function. Choose higher-
calorie feed when the horse needs extra energy for training, recovery, growth, or weight gain. A horse with
heavy workload may need both: plenty of forage plus a carefully measured concentrate.

If a horse is not holding weight, review dental health, parasite control, stress, and feed quality before increasing
calories. Sometimes the fix is improved forage intake, not just more grain.

How to Calculate Horse Feed Cost Per Day
Horse feed cost varies with ration size, feed type, brand, and the horse’s specific needs. The phrase how much
horse feed cost can be determined by looking at the cost per kilogram, then multiplying by the daily ration. That
is the most practical way to estimate the daily feeding budget.

A straightforward horse feed cost calculator can be created by using three numbers: the price per bag, the
number of kilograms per bag, and the horse’s daily ration. That turns a monthly shopping guess into a clearer
estimate based on real intake. Because forage usually makes up the largest part of the diet, the total cost
depends on both hay and concentrate.

For a horse that eats mostly forage with a small amount of concentrate, daily cost may stay modest. For a
performance horse or a horse in weight gain mode, the cost rises because the ration includes more calorie-
dense feed and possibly a supplement.

Factors that affect horse feed cost

Several factors affect horse feed cost. Body weight is important because larger horses usually eat more.
Workload matters because harder-working horses need more calories. The amount of horse feed grain in the
ration matters too, since grain-based products may vary in price depending on quality and formulation.

Feed form also changes cost. A textured ration, pellet, or specialty performance feed may cost more than a basic
maintenance option. However, a higher price does not always mean a worse value. If a more efficient feed
reduces waste or better supports condition, it may be the smarter choice overall.

When using a horse feed cost calculator, remember that feeding the right amount can save money. Overfeeding
does not improve health and can increase waste. Underfeeding can create bigger problems, including lost
condition and poor recovery.



Healthy Snacks and Supplements: Can Horses Eat Carrots?
Absolutely, feeding horses carrots can be a safe treat in small amounts for many horses. Carrots should be used
as an addition, not as a replacement for proper horse feed, pasture feed, or a complete ration. Modest portions
can be part of a sound plan if the horse chews well and has no special dietary restrictions.

From a nutrition standpoint, carrots are a treat with liquid content and natural sugars, not a complete feed. They
do not provide the bulk, minerals, and controlled energy needed for a horse’s daily diet. A lot of treats can upset
digestive balance and promote selective feeding.

For digestive health, it is best to serve carrots in bite-sized pieces and in moderation. If a horse has dental
issues, choke risk, or a medical diet, check if carrots are appropriate before offering them regularly.

Basic Horse Feeding Guides You Can Follow
A practical horse feeding chart should translate body weight and workload into a daily ration that includes
forage first. The goal is a balanced diet that supports maintenance, energy use, and healthy digestion. The
examples below are general starting points and should be adjusted to the individual horse.

Example 1: An idle 450 kg horse may manage well with mostly hay and pasture, plus a small amount of vitamin-
mineral balanced concentrate if needed. The total daily ration may be around 7 to 9 kg of dry matter, mostly
forage.

Example 2: A 500 kg horse in light work may need more hay and a modest amount of concentrate. The daily
ration may reach 8.5 to 11 kg of dry matter, with concentrate adjusted to the horse’s condition score.

Example 3: A 550 kg performance horse may need a higher feeding rate and a carefully structured concentrate
portion. The ration may include enough forage to maintain gut function, plus a performance feed to support
training and recovery.

Example 4: A thin horse needing weight gain may require higher-quality hay, additional calories from a
concentrate, and possibly a supplement. The aim is gradual improvement, not a sudden jump in grain.

Use these examples as a starting framework, then fine-tune based on body condition, manure consistency,
appetite, and workload changes. The best feeding plan is the one the horse accepts well and maintains over time.

FAQ: Horse Feed in kg

How much horse feed does a horse eat per day in kg?

Most horses eat horse nutrition company UAE about 1.5% to 2.5% of body weight in total dry matter per day,
with most of that coming from forage. For a 500 kg horse, that is often around 7.5 to 12.5 kg daily, depending on
workload, condition, and forage quality. The concentrate portion of horse feed is usually smaller than the forage
portion.

How much grain should I feed a horse per day?

The answer to how much grain to feed a horse per day depends on body weight, workload, and the rest of the
ration. Many horses only need a small concentrate portion, often split into smaller meals. A performance horse
may need more than an idle horse, but forage should still remain the foundation.

What is the most suitable horse feed for adding weight?
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The best horse feed for weight gain usually pairs good-quality forage with a energy-rich but digestible
concentrate. Seek a feed that supports stable intake, healthy digestion, and steady condition improvement. The
ideal option is often the one that suits the horse’s workload and body type rather than the most expensive bag.

How much does horse feed cost per day?

Horse feed cost per day depends on the daily ration and the feed’s price per kilogram. A quick horse feed cost
calculator can calculate daily expense by dividing bag price by bag weight and multiplying by the horse’s ration.
Horses needing more concentrate, more forage, or a supplement will usually cost more to feed.

Can horses eat carrots every day?

Feeding horses carrots every day can be acceptable in small amounts for many horses, but they should remain a
treat rather than a main part of the diet. Too many carrots can throw off the ration and affect digestive health.
Keep treats modest and make sure the horse’s main nutrition still comes from forage and properly measured
horse feed.


