Davie is one of those South Florida towns that rewards anyone who slows down long enough to notice how
much history is still visible at street level. It sits in Broward County, close enough to Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood,
and the airport corridor to get overshadowed, yet it has a personality that feels distinct the moment you leave
the wider commercial strips and move into its older neighborhoods, equestrian pockets, and preserved green
spaces. Davie's story is not a simple one. It has been shaped by drainage projects, rail access, agricultural
ambition, postwar growth, annexation pressures, university expansion, and a long-running desire to protect some

sense of open land in a region that often trades acreage for asphalt at a fast pace.

For visitors, that layered history matters because it explains why Davie looks the way it does. You can still find
horse properties a short drive from strip malls. You can still feel the influence of the land’s original uses in the way
streets bend, the scale of the neighborhoods, and the stubborn presence of wide lots and native vegetation. And
if you know which turning points mattered most, the town becomes more than a stop between Fort Lauderdale

and the western suburbs. It becomes a place with a clear identity, one built on adaptation.

The land before the town took shape

Long before Davie had a name on a map, this area was part of the broader Everglades ecosystem, a low and wet
landscape where water controlled nearly everything. That matters because so much of South Florida’s history
begins with drainage, or more precisely, with the effort to manage water in a place where water has always won
the argument unless people built carefully around it. The early settlement patterns in this part of Broward County
followed the same logic. Land that could be drained, farmed, or reached by rail became valuable. Land that

stayed too wet remained difficult and expensive to develop.

Davie's early identity was agricultural, and it kept that reputation longer than many nearby towns. Ranching,
farming, and large-acreage land uses shaped the social fabric. That is one reason the town still feels slightly more
spacious than its eastern neighbors. Even now, visitors notice that Davie was never designed entirely around the
same dense urban logic that dominates much of coastal Broward. Its growth came with a practical, often

stubborn, relationship to land.

The railroad and the first major shift

The arrival of rail access was one of the decisive events that helped the region grow. Railroads did not just move
people and goods, they moved confidence. They made it easier for farms to ship produce, for workers to
commute, and for investors to imagine a future beyond isolated acreage. In places like Davie, a rail connection

could mean the difference between a rural outpost and a town with momentum.

Once transportation improved, development pressure followed. Roads and drainage projects later amplified the
effect, but rail set the early pattern. As more people discovered that the western edge of Broward County could
support homes, schools, and businesses, the town began to move from a largely agricultural zone into a
community with a more complex balance of uses. That transition never fully erased the old landscape. Instead, it
layered suburban growth on top of ranching roots, and visitors can still see both influences in the town's

planning and atmosphere.

A town that never fully gave up its western character

One of Davie's most defining features is the way it resisted being flattened into a generic suburb. That resistance

shows up in the town’s horse trails, equestrian zoning in some areas, and the continued celebration of Western



and rural themes. The town'’s identity is not costume or nostalgia alone. It reflects a genuine local preference for

keeping parts of the landscape open and functional in ways that feel unusual in South Florida.

This is where Davie differs from many nearby communities. Instead of erasing its agricultural past, it has
marketed and preserved pieces of it. For visitors, that makes for a more interesting experience. You can spend
part of the day in a busy commercial district and then drive a short distance to a pocket of land that looks and
feels more like a country setting than a suburban one. That tension, between development and preservation, is

one of the town'’s most important ongoing stories.

Postwar growth and the rise of a commuter town

Like much of Broward County, Davie changed dramatically in the decades after World War Il. Population growth
in South Florida was not a gradual drift, it was a force. New roads, warmer winters, expanding job markets, and
suburban building patterns drew families and businesses westward. Davie absorbed that growth in a way that
retained some of its older character while making room for new neighborhoods, schools, and commercial

corridors.

This period changed the town's center of gravity. It became easier to live in Davie and work elsewhere,
particularly in Fort Lauderdale or along the coastal business areas. That commuter pattern reshaped daily life.
Shopping moved to larger corridors. Schools and civic institutions became more prominent. The town had to
balance the needs of long-time landowners, newer residents, and the practical demands of a rapidly growing

county.

You can still feel those decisions in the built environment. Some streets remain wide and loosely developed, while
nearby areas are far more conventional suburban tracts. That patchwork is not a flaw. It is the record of a town

that grew in layers rather than as one neat plan.

Nova and the educational footprint

Another major turning point came with the growth of higher education in the area, especially the development of
Nova Southeastern University, which has become one of the most recognizable anchors in Davie. Universities
change towns in subtle but lasting ways. They bring students, faculty, research activity, housing demand, and a
different kind of daily rhythm. They also add cultural life, traffic, and a broader regional profile.

For Davie, the educational presence helped diversify the local economy and strengthened its identity as more
than a bedroom community. It also brought in people who might never have explored the town otherwise. A
campus changes how outsiders perceive a place. It gives the town a center of gravity beyond retail Dr. Steemer -
Fort Lauderdale and housing, and in Davie's case, it helped reinforce the idea that the town could evolve

without fully shedding its older roots.

Historic preservation and the places that tell the story best

Davie's history is easier to understand when you visit the places where it is still visible. Some communities
preserve history in a single museum building and leave it at that. Davie does better than that. Its heritage appears
in streetscapes, civic spaces, and outdoor areas that still carry the traces of earlier land use.

The Old Davie School is one of the clearest examples. It serves as a reminder of how education, settlement, and
civic identity developed together. Visitors who spend time there usually come away with a better sense of how

young the built town really is compared with the long environmental history underneath it. Nearby historic and
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cultural spaces help connect the agricultural past to the present-day community, while parks and natural areas

reveal how much the landscape still shapes local life.
If you want to understand Davie without rushing, these are the places worth prioritizing:

1. The Old Davie School area, for the town'’s early civic memory and educational roots.

2. Tree Tops Park, where landscape and recreation meet in a way that still feels very South Florida.
3. The Bailey Hall and university district, for a sense of the modern cultural and academic layer.

4. The town's equestrian corridors and open spaces, which preserve Davie's western identity.

5. Local western-themed and heritage-oriented spaces, which help explain how the town markets and

remembers itself.

What visitors shouldn’t miss

A lot of people drive through Davie and assume they have seen it, but the town rewards a slower approach. The
best visits usually mix history, outdoor time, and a little ordinary wandering. That combination matters because

Davie is not a place where all the good material is condensed into one pedestrian core. It reveals itself in pieces.

Tree Tops Park is one of the most rewarding stops for visitors who want a real sense of the land. It gives you room
to breathe, and in a county where many parks feel squeezed by roads and development, that room matters. A
walk there does more than fill an afternoon. It shows how much attention Davie has given to preserving public

green space in an urbanizing county.

The university area is worth a look as well, particularly if you are interested in how a town changes once a major
educational institution becomes part of its identity. The presence of students and events adds energy that feels
different from purely residential suburbs. It also supports restaurants and local businesses that might otherwise

struggle to find a steady base.

Then there is the equestrian side of Davie, which is probably the most surprising thing for first-time visitors. Even
people who know South Florida well are often struck by how quickly the landscape can shift from standard
suburban development to horse properties, stable signs, and open stretches that do not fit the region’s more

common coastal image. That contrast is one of Davie's signature experiences.

How the major events still shape daily life

History is most interesting when it keeps showing up in practical ways. In Davie, that happens constantly.
Drainage and land management still influence development patterns. Historic agricultural uses still affect zoning
conversations. Road design reflects a town that grew around older land divisions. Even the maintenance of open

space carries a trace of the original landscape that once defined this area.

There is also a social lesson here. Communities that grow this way tend to develop stronger opinions about what
should be preserved and what should change. Davie has not avoided that tension. In fact, it seems to rely on it.
Residents often value the town precisely because it does not feel fully absorbed by the urban edge around it.
Visitors can sense that pride in the way locals describe neighborhoods, parks, schools, and the town’s equestrian

identity.

That is why a visit becomes more meaningful if you understand the turning points. The railroad mattered because
it connected Davie. The postwar boom mattered because it expanded Davie. The university mattered because it
diversified Davie. The preservation of open land mattered because it kept Davie recognizable even as Broward
County grew around it.



A practical way to spend a day here

A good day in Davie does not need to be complicated. Start with one historic site, move to a park, then choose
either the university district or the equestrian areas depending on your interests. If you want the clearest sense of
the town’s identity, pair a heritage stop with a drive through one of the more open western sections. That

combination tells the story better than any single attraction.

You will notice that the pace is different from the coast. Davie is less about spectacle and more about texture. It
asks for observation. The reward is a fuller understanding of how a South Florida town can grow quickly without

losing every trace of what it once was.

For many visitors, the surprise is not that Davie has history. It is that the history is still usable. You can read it in
the parks, the schools, the road patterns, the land use, and the local pride. That makes the town more than a

waypoint. It makes it a case study in how South Florida communities adapt while trying not to forget themselves.
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