When a door begins sticking, rubbing, or refusing to stay shut in a Dallas home, the problem is frequently tied to

movement somewhere below the floor line.
Not every sticky door means major structural trouble.

An experienced foundation repair company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

How A Shifting Foundation Throws Doors Out Of Alignment

A door only works properly when the jamb, casing, threshold, and latch strike all stay in the same relationship to

each other.
A foundation shift usually shows up in the door first because doors are less forgiving than walls or ceilings.

When the ground dries out, it shrinks. When heavy rain returns, it swells. That cycle can lift one part of a

foundation and leave another part behind, which creates stress across the structure.

If only one door is failing, the cause may be localized, such as loose hinges, a warped slab door, or worn

hardware.

What Misaligned Doors Usually Look And Feel Like

Sometimes Dallas Windows & Doors the knob lines up, but the latch misses the strike plate by a fraction of an

inch. That small miss is often enough to make the door unreliable.
A door may swing open by itself, which can happen when the frame is no longer plumb.
Common warning signs include:

* (Contact at the top edge or near the latch side

* Hardware that misses alignment by a small but noticeable amount
¢ Splits in the wall surface around the jamb

® (Casing that pulls loose or shows widening seams

* A door that has to be lifted, pushed, or slammed to work
These symptoms do not always mean the house is failing structurally.

That gradual pattern is common, and it is one reason homeowners sometimes ignore the first signs until the

problem becomes hard to live with.

Sorting Out A Simple Door Issue From A Structural One
Hinges can loosen. Strike plates can move. Interior humidity can swell wood doors and trim.

By contrast, foundation movement usually affects more than one element. You may notice cracks, sloping floors,

cabinet gaps, or windows that have also become harder to open.

A frame that has gone out of square because the slab has moved needs the underlying cause addressed first, or

the alignment problem will keep returning.

Also check whether the door swings on its own, whether latches are missing by the same amount every time, and

whether nearby walls show cracking or separation.
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That kind of diagnosis matters because correcting the symptom without addressing the cause usually wastes time

and money.

Practical Steps Before You Replace Hardware Or Adjust The Frame

A simple record can help a pro distinguish seasonal movement from an ongoing settlement issue.

Next, check the house for other signs of movement.

The same is true for repeatedly tightening screws without understanding why they loosened in the first place.
If the foundation is the real cause, the repair sequence matters.

A door that suddenly fails to close cleanly can be an annoyance, but in the right context it is also useful evidence

that the house is moving and should be assessed before the problem spreads.



