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How to Get a Driver's Licence in Ireland: The Complete Step-by-Step
Guide
Protecting a motorist's licence in Ireland is a rite of passage, using newly found independence and movement.
Nevertheless, the procedure is structured, highly managed, and requires perseverance. Handled primarily by the
National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) and the Road Safety Authority (RSA), the Irish licensing system is
developed to guarantee that every driver on the roadway is competent, safe, and totally aware of the rules of the
road.

Whether an individual is a teen taking their first actions behind the wheel or a newbie to the country aiming to
transform their driving qualifications, this extensive guide describes whatever needed to navigate the journey
from total newbie to completely licensed chauffeur in Ireland.

Phase 1: The Learner Permit
Before anybody can lawfully sit behind the guiding wheel of an automobile on Irish public roadways, they must
first acquire a Learner Permit. Driving without this authorization is illegal and brings serious penalties, including
large fines and automobile impoundment.

1. Satisfy the Age Requirement

The minimum age to request a Category B (vehicle) learner permit in Ireland is 17 years of ages.

2. Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)

The really first practical hurdle is the Driver Theory Test, a computer-based multiple-choice exam designed to
evaluate knowledge of the rules of the road, road indications, threat awareness, and safe driving behavior.

Where to take it: Tests are scheduled online through the main Driver Theory Test website and taken at
designated test centres nationwide.

Preparation: Candidates need to study the main Rules of the Road book and use online practice software
application.

Outcome: A pass certificate is provided instantly upon conclusion, which remains legitimate for two years for
the purpose of using for a student authorization.

3. Look for the Learner Permit

Once the theory test is passed, candidates can request their first Learner Permit through the NDLS.

Required Documentation:

Passed DTT certificate.

Completed NDLS application (signed and marked by a doctor if health conditions determine, or completed
online via MyGovID).

Evidence of identity (e.g., a legitimate Passport).

Evidence of address (dated within the last 6 months).



Proof of PPS number (e.g., Public Services Card or a tax file).

NDLS-approved eyesight report type (if relevant).

Application cost (EUR35).

Stage 2: Essential Driver Training (EDT) and Practice
Once the Learner Permit shows up in the post, the useful knowing phase starts. In Ireland, learner motorists need
to complete a necessary training program before they are lawfully allowed to sit the driving test.

Essential Driver Training (EDT) Explained

EDT is an obligatory training course consisting of 12 one-hour useful lessons given by an Approved Driving
Instructor (ADI).

EDT Lesson Number Focus Area Lesson 1 Vehicle controls and safety checks Lesson 2 Appropriate placing
Lesson 3 Moving off and stopping Lesson 4 Development, surpassing, and conference Lesson 5 Altering
instructions (turning left and right) Lesson 6 Anticipation and observation Lesson 7 Mirrors Lesson 8 Parking
Lesson 9 Reversing Lesson 10 Emergency situation stopping Lesson 11 Driving at night Lesson 12 Consultative
lesson and review

Keep in mind: Learner drivers should keep a logbook (now digital through the RSA website) signed off by their ADI
after each lesson.

The Golden Rules of the Learner Permit

While holding a learner authorization, chauffeurs should comply with rigorous legal conditions:

Must display L-plates (red 'L' on a white background) clearly on the front and back of the car at all times.

Must never ever drive unaccompanied. They must be accompanied by a person who has held a complete,
valid driving licence for at least two years.

Go through lower alcohol tolerance limitations than fully accredited chauffeurs.

Are strictly forbidden from driving on freeways.

Phase 3: The Driving Test
After completing the 12 EDT lessons and acquiring enough driving practice, the student is prepared for the useful
driving test.

1. Booking the Test

Tests are scheduled online by means of the RSA website. Due to high need, there can sometimes be a waiting list.
Candidates are recommended to use early. The standard fee for a Category B driving test is EUR85.

2. Preparing the Vehicle

Before the test starts, the inspector will inspect the lorry to ensure it is roadworthy. The car should:

Display valid tax, insurance, and an NCT (National Car Test) disc.

Have working lights, signs, brakes, and wipers.

Be fitted with front and rear L-plates.



Have appropriate tire tread depth.

3. What to Expect on Test Day

The driving test lasts approximately 40 minutes and is broken down into a number of parts:

"Show me, Tell me" concerns: The inspector will ask theoretical concerns about the vehicle's controls and
ask the candidate to demonstrate how certain features work (e.g., how to examine oil levels or switch on rear
demisters).

Technical check: Questions relating to under-the-bonnet elements or security checks.

Practical drive: Driving in different traffic conditions, showing manoeuvres (such as a reverse around a
corner or a hill start), and performing a safe park and pull-in.

Stage 4: Getting the Full Driving Licence
Passing the useful test is a major milestone, but the process isn't rather ended up yet.

1. Get the Certificate of Competency

Upon passing the test, the inspector concerns a Certificate of Competency. This file shows the candidate has
actually passed the driving test and stands for 2 years.

2. Look for the Full Licence

The final action is to take the Certificate of Competency to the NDLS (either online or in person) to update the
Learner Permit to a full, legitimate driving licence.

Requirements for the Full Licence:

Certificate of Competency.

Current Learner Permit.

Completed NDLS application type.

Application cost (EUR55 for a 10-year licence).

Beginner Period

Congratulations, the licence is secured! Nevertheless, for the very first 2 years of holding a full driving licence in
Ireland, the driver is categorized as a Novice. Throughout this time, they need to display amber N-plates on their
lorry and undergo the lower, stricter disqualification limit (losing their licence at 7 charge points rather than the
standard 12).

Summary of Costs and Timeline
To help budget plan and prepare the journey to getting a complete Irish driving licence, here is a breakdown of
the common timeline and financial investment required:

Stage Action/ Requirement Approximate Cost (EUR) Estimated Timeline 1 Driver Theory Test (DTT) EUR45.00 1-- 2
weeks 2 Learner Permit Application (NDLS) EUR35.00 1 week 3 Necessary Driver Training (12 Lessons) EUR500--
EUR700 6-- 12 months 4 Practical Driving Test (RSA) EUR85.00 Varies (Waiting lists use) 5 Complete Licence
Application (NDLS) EUR55.00 1 week Total Approximated Investment EUR720-- EUR920+ 6-- 18 Months



Getting a chauffeur's licence in Ireland requires a Ireland Driving Licence substantial commitment of both
money and time, but the structured technique makes sure that every motorist graduating from the system is
geared up with the skills needed to browse modern roadways safely. Buckle up, study hard, and take pleasure in
the journey!

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/

