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Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to the Hungarian
Driver’s License

Securing a driver's license is a significant milestone, whether one is Visit this site a regional homeowner or an
expatriate making a home in the heart of Europe. In Hungary, the procedure of getting, exchanging, and
preserving a driving permit is controlled by stringent European Union standards, integrated with national

bureaucratic procedures.

For those seeking to strike the Hungarian asphalt-- whether driving through the historical streets of Budapest or
travelling along the beautiful coasts of Lake Balaton-- understanding the ins and outs of the Hungarian motorist's
license ( vezetdi engedély) is important. This thorough guide breaks down whatever from classifications and

acquisition actions to exchange procedures and validity periods.

1. Comprehending License Categories in Hungary

Hungary, as a member of the European Union, follows the standardized EU motorist's license classifications.
Depending on whether a private plans to drive a basic automobile, ride a bike, or run heavy transportation cars,

they must obtain the corresponding classification.

Classification Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quadricycles (max design speed 45 km/h) 14 years
A1 Light bikes (engine capability as much as 125cc, power up to 11kW) 16 years A2 Medium-sized motorbikes
(power output as much as 35kW) 18 years A Unlimited motorcycles 24 years (or 20 if holding A2 for 2 years) B
Standard vehicles (maximum authorized mass approximately 3,500 kg, max 8 passenger seats) 18 years C Heavy
industrial trucks (mass exceeding 3,500 kg) 21 years D Buses designed for the carriage of more than 8 passengers

24 years

2. How to Obtain a Hungarian Driver's License (Category B)

For people going back to square one in Hungary, obtaining a basic Category B license involves a structured

course of medical checks, theoretical education, useful training, and official testing.

Step-by-Step Acquisition Process:
1. Medical Fitness Examination: Before touching a guiding wheel, candidates should check out a basic
specialist ( hdziorvos) to get a medical certificate validating physical fitness to drive.

2. First-Aid Course: Completion of a certified Red Cross first-aid course ( véréskeresztes elsésegélynyujté

tanfolyam) and passing its exam is compulsory.

3. Theoretical Training & & Exam:

© Applicants must complete a mandatory theory course (frequently offered online or in class).

© Following the course, applicants need to pass a computer-based multiple-choice theory exam ( KRESZ-

vizsga). Keep in mind: Non-Hungarian speakers can ask for the test in English or other major languages.

4. Practical Driving Lessons: Once the theory exam is passed, learners need to finish a minimum of 29 hours of

behind-the-wheel direction with a licensed driving school ( autdskola), covering a needed minimum range
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(normally 580 kilometers) and night driving.

5. Practical Driving Test: The final difficulty is the practical driving exam administered by government
examiners. Upon passing, a certificate is provided, which enables the applicant to get the physical card at the

Government Window ( Kormdnyablak).

3. Exchanging a Foreign License in Hungary

The rules for utilizing or exchanging a foreign chauffeur's license in Hungary depend mostly on the motorist's

nation of origin.

EU/ EEA License Holders
* People holding a legitimate chauffeur's license issued by an EU or EEA member state may drive in Hungary
using their existing license till its expiration date.

® There is no legal obligation to exchange it for a Hungarian license, though holders might willingly do so if

they develop residency.

Non-EU/ Non-EEA License Holders
* Visitors from outside the EU can normally use their national motorist's license alongside an International
Driving Permit (IDP) for approximately one year from the date of establishing residency.
* After one year, non-EU citizens who have official residency in Hungary need to exchange their foreign license

for a Hungarian one.

Important Rule on Exchanges: Whether an applicant must retake the theoretical and practical exams during an
exchange depends on bilateral contracts between Hungary and the releasing country. Nations with reciprocal
contracts enable a direct swap, while others need the applicant to pass the Hungarian KRESZ (theory) and useful

tests.

4. Credibility and Renewal of the Hungarian License

A Hungarian driver's license is not legitimate indefinitely. The physical card and the driving privileges tied to it

require regular renewals, which are greatly based on the chauffeur's age and health status.
e Standard Validity: For Category A and B licenses, the physical card is normally valid for 10 years for more
youthful adults, after which a renewal is needed.
* Medical Check Requirement: Upon every renewal, drivers should undergo a routine medical checkup by a
doctor to verify ongoing physical and mental physical fitness. As drivers age, the renewal periods reduce:
© Under age 50: Valid for 10 years.
o Ages 50-- 60: Valid for 5 years.
© Ages 60-- 70: Valid for 3 years.
© Over age 70: Valid for 2 years.

5. Essential Documents Required at the Kormanyablak (Government
Office)



When making an application for a brand-new license, carrying out an exchange, or processing a renewal,
candidates need to go to a regional Kormdnyablak. Bringing the appropriate documents makes sure a smooth

see.
® Checklist for License Transactions:

© Valid passport or Hungarian residency card ( Lakcimkdrtya).

© Existing driver's license (if appropriate).

© Medical physical fitness certificate provided by a Hungarian medical professional.
© First-aid certificate (for newbie candidates only).

o Official translation of the foreign license (if needed for non-EU exchanges).

© Evidence of payment of administrative charges ( illeték), generally payable via credit card or bank transfer

on-site.

Summary

Browsing the Hungarian motorist's license system needs attention to information, adherence to strict medical
and instructional requirements, and an understanding of EU versus non-EU regulatory frameworks. Whether
studying for the KRESZ examination for the very first time, converting a license from abroad, or simply restoring
an expiring card, being prepared with the right documents and understanding makes sure that motorists can

safely and legally take pleasure in the open roadways of Hungary.



