Walk down any British street built after the 70s and you'll find the quiet, unshowy work of double glazing. It keeps
homes warmer, softens traffic noise, and cuts condensation. Yet even the best units have a lifespan. Seals fail.
Hinges sag. Locks get stiff. The glass mists up between panes. Then you face the fork in the road: invest in double

glazing repairs, or rip everything out and start again.

| have spent years peering at fogged panes, testing tired gaskets with a thumbnail, and wrestling Double Glazing
Repairs Oakham uPVC sashes that haven't moved in a decade. The right answer is not always the most
expensive, and not always the quickest. It comes down to which component has failed, how the window was made

in the first place, and what you expect from it for the next 10 to 20 years.

What double glazing actually is

A double glazed unit is two panes of glass separated by a spacer bar. The cavity, usually 12 to 20 mm, is filled with
air or a gas like argon, then sealed. That sealed unit sits inside a frame, typically uPVC, aluminium, timber, or a
composite. Around it, a maze of small parts work together: gaskets to keep drafts out, packers to square and
support the glass, hinge mechanisms called friction stays, locks and keeps, drainage slots, and cills that shed water.

If any one part fails, the window can lose performance without looking obviously broken.

Frames usually outlast glass. Good uPVC can run 25 to 35 years if it hasn't warped under sun or been stained by
smoke and solvents. Aluminium lasts longer, though its thermal breaks can be a weak spot in budget models.

Timber lasts as long as you maintain it, which is both a promise and a warning.

Signs your windows need attention
Not all problems shout. Some whisper. The earlier you act, the cheaper it tends to be.

* Persistent condensation between the panes, not on the inner surface you can touch, but inside the cavity. This

points to a failed perimeter seal and is the classic blown unit.

e A draft at the edges, even with the handle fully down. Likely culprits: compressed gaskets, misaligned hinges,

or keeps that need a millimetre or two of adjustment.
* The handle is stiff or spins but does not engage. Espagnolette locks wear, especially if the sash has dropped.

* Water pooling in the frame’s lower channel after rain. Drainage holes can clog with spiders, debris, and paint.

In timber frames, blocked drainage can escalate into rot.

* Visible frame problems: discolouration that doesn’t wash off, cracks, warped sashes that rub at the top corner,

or gaps you can slide a credit card through.

Can you fix blown double glazing?

Yes, in most cases, but “fix" means something specific. Once the perimeter seal on a sealed unit has failed, the
internal cavity is compromised. Dehumidifying treatments that drill pinholes to clear the mist can buy you time,
but they don't restore the original insulation value. The practical solution is replacing the sealed unit itself, not the

entire window.

A glazier measures the existing glass, including thickness and cavity size, then orders a new IGU (insulated glass
unit) to fit the frame. The swap takes anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour per sash. In uPVC and aluminium, the
internal glazing beads pop out, the old unit lifts, new packers go in, and the fresh unit is secured. With timber,

glazing is often bedded in putty or sealant, so labour runs longer.
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If you're weighing double glazing repairs against full replacement based on misting alone, the repair usually wins
on cost and disruption. You keep the existing frames and replace the failed sealed unit. You also get the chance to

upgrade the spec of the glass while you're at it.

What causes misted units

Misted double glazing repairs are common because seals live a hard life. UV exposure degrades sealants. Spacer
bars expand and contract daily. Poorly draining frames trap water near the glass edge, hastening failure. Harsh
window cleaners and solvent exposure can soften some gaskets and adhesives. Even installation matters. If packers

were placed badly, weight settles on a corner, flexing the unit just enough to crack the seal over years.

If you see mist in a south-facing bay years before the north side fails, that's UV doing its slow work. If every unit

on one elevation has failed early, look to blocked drainage or a manufacturing batch problem.

When a simple repair makes the most sense
Most windows don't need full replacement. They need attention.

® Sealed unit replacement for blown or misted panes. Cost usually lands in the low hundreds per window for
standard sizes. You can specify low-E coatings, argon fill, and warm-edge spacer bars to boost performance
compared to the original glass.

* Hardware and hinge repairs. Friction stays wear, especially on heavy sashes and coastal properties. Swapping a
pair and adjusting the keeps can stop drafts and stop a sash fouling the frame. Expect a tidy result if the frame

itself isn't warped.

* Handle and lock replacements. If the gearbox has gone, you can often swap it without changing the sash. On
older systems, matching the spindle length and screw centers is the trickiest bit; bring the old part to the

merchant if you're DIY inclined.

* Gasket refresh. Compressed or perished gaskets cause sneaky drafts. New gaskets, correctly sized and seated,
make a surprising difference. Don't mix profiles. A'5 mm bubble gasket will not substitute for a 4.5 mm flipper

without fitting issues.

* Drainage cleaning and cill resealing. Many “leaks” are blocked drain slots or failed mastic along the cill. Clearing

and resealing can halt water ingress and slow frame deterioration.

These double glazing repairs deliver strong value when frames are sound, sightlines are still tidy, and you like the

look of your existing windows.

The hidden costs of hanging on too long

There is a line where repair becomes a false economy. | have seen households replace blown units in frames that
had already warped out of square by 8 mm. The new glass looked crystal clear but leaked in a crosswind and

locked poorly, so a second visit was needed to pack and adjust everything. Money saves money until it doesn't.
Watch for these red flags:

® Crazing or chalking in uPVC that turns powdery to the touch. That often means the material has lost

plasticizers and will continue to embrittle.
® Timbers that crumble at the lower rail, not just surface rot. Once the mortise is soft, hardware won't hold.

e Aluminium frames with failed thermal breaks, seen as condensation lines or cold bands in winter. That is not

easily repaired in situ.



® Recurring condensation on interior glass surfaces even after trickle vents and ventilation habits are addressed.

The glass spec or frame performance is no longer meeting your home's moisture load.

If more than a third of a window set shows these traits, replacement deserves a serious look.

Energy performance and the numbers that matter

A window's job is not just to let light in. It must hold heat in winter and resist solar gain in summer. Look past

headlines and focus on a few metrics.

U-value measures thermal transmittance. Lower is better. Old double glazing might sit around 2.8 W/m?K. A new
A-rated double glazed unit Double Glazing Repairs can achieve 1.2 to 1.4 W/m?K, sometimes lower with triple
glazing down to 0.8 to 1.0. If you're replacing only the glass in existing frames, you often gain a full point of

improvement just by specifying modern low-E, argon fill, and a warm-edge spacer.

Solar gain, or g-value, matters for south and west elevations. Too high a g-value raises summer temperatures. Too

low and winter sun won't help heat your space. Pick deliberately rather than accepting a default.

Air leakage depends heavily on installation quality and hardware. Even the best glass fails if the sash is racked or

the keeps are misaligned by a few millimetres.

A quick comparison to focus your decision

® Repairs cost less now. Sealed unit swaps, hinge replacements, and gasket fixes often restore comfort for a
quarter to a third of full replacement cost, especially if frames are good.

* Replacement can cut energy bills more. If your frames are older than 20 years, new frames plus modern glass
usually deliver a sizable efficiency jump.

* Repairs are faster. You can often measure one week, install the next, with minimal disruption and no making
good beyond bead lines.

* Replacement resets everything. You upgrade hardware, security, sightlines, and seals in one go, with

warranties that cover the whole assembly rather than just a part.

® Repairs preserve character. For period properties with timber frames, selective restoration maintains the look

while solving the immediate function and comfort issues.
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The quality of the sealed unit matters
All glass is not equal. If you choose repair, you still have a menu:

e Cavity and fill. 16 mm argon often balances thermal performance and weight. Krypton improves U-value

further but costs more and is usually reserved for narrow cavities where argon won't perform.

® |ow-E coatings. Soft-coat low-E on surface 3 (counting from outside) is common and effective. Ask for
specifics rather than generic “energy saving” claims.

® Spacer bars. Warm-edge spacers reduce the cold bridge around the perimeter and cut down the chance of

future perimeter condensation.

* |aminated vs toughened. Safety requirements apply near doors, stairs, and low sills. Laminated also improves

sound reduction and security.

If you are already investing in misted double glazing repairs, upgrading the glass spec is the low-hanging fruit for

comfort.

Acoustic performance and the myth of triple glazing everywhere

If you live under a flight path or near a busy road, consider acoustic laminated glass or a mixed thickness unit. Two
4 mm panes resonate at the same frequencies. Swap one for 6 mm and you stagger Misted Window Repairs
resonance, improving sound reduction without needing triple glazing. Triple glazing helps with thermal

performance but does not automatically solve noise. Frame seals and trickle vents are often the limiting factor.

Security is often a hardware conversation

People talk about glass, but opportunistic intruders test handles and hinges. Upgrading to modern multi-point
gearboxes, mushroom cams, and security keeps is straightforward during repair work. If your frames can accept it,
hinge-side security bolts add real strength. Laminated glass adds resilience without a noticeable change in

appearance.

Timber, uPVC, aluminium: different paths to the same goal

Timber responds well to careful repair. You can splice in new lower rails, treat and prime, then reglaze with beads
that incorporate modern seals. It is labour heavy, but the aesthetic reward is real. If you're restoring a 1930s
casement, a skilled joiner can blend original character with new performance, though you won't hit the U-values of

a brand-new composite unit.

uPVC is practical and consistent. Repairs tend to be quick, parts are widely available, and performance is
predictable. Where uPVC lets you down is in appearance as it ages in harsh sunlight, and in the rigidity of older

profiles that can warp. If you see bowing or persistent corner cracking, replacement is often wiser.

Aluminium gives slim sightlines and longevity. Repairs are mainly hardware swaps and unit changes. The thermal
break determines comfort. Older non-thermally broken frames can feel cold and form interior condensation in

winter. Those merit replacement more often than repair.

What | check before advising a client

| start with a few simple tests. Close and lock the sash, then slip a thin piece of paper between sash and frame. If it

pulls easily when locked, compression is poor. | sight along the frame for racking and measure diagonals of the
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sash to check squareness. | poke drainage holes with a plastic stick. | check bead fit and look for staining at the
corners of the glass where desiccant has saturated. | ask about noise, drafts at specific times of day, and whether
certain rooms struggle more with moisture. These clues guide whether we pursue double glazing repairs or plan a

larger replacement.

Money, payback, and the honest arithmetic

If you replace a single blown unit for, say, £150 to £300 depending on size and spec, you restore clarity and cut
the immediate heat loss through that failed unit. If your heating bill is £1,200 a year, the measurable saving from
one repaired window will be modest, perhaps tens of pounds annually. The payoff is comfort and aesthetics first,

efficiency second.
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Full window replacement on a typical three-bed semi can range widely, £4,000 to £10,000 or more depending on
count, material, and glass spec. Energy savings can be meaningful, but few households recover the full outlay
through bills alone in under a decade. The bigger wins are thermal comfort, less condensation, improved security,

and the long warranty on a fresh system.

Local climate and property use change the calculus

In a damp coastal climate, seals die sooner and wind-driven rain exposes weak drainage. Hardware corrodes faster.
Budget for repairs more often and specify corrosion-resistant hinges and screws. In high altitude or continental
climates with big temperature swings, spacer and seal fatigue increases. That can push you toward higher quality
sealed units or a shorter replacement cycle. For rentals, speed and robustness win. For your forever home, long-

term performance and appearance carry more weight.

When replacement becomes the smarter path
If you tick two or more of these, lean toward new windows:

® Frames are beyond cosmetic wear: warped, cracked, or structurally soft.
* Multiple windows have failed units and failing hardware, suggesting a system-wide age-out.
* You want to change configuration: add egress-compliant openings, wider panes, or improve accessibility.

® You are upgrading for energy and plan a broader retrofit, like external wall insulation or heat pump

installation, where window performance becomes the bottleneck.

e Security upgrades require hardware your existing profiles cannot accept.

Choosing a competent installer or glazier

A measured, fussy tradesperson is worth their fee. Look for precise surveying, clear specifications for glass and

hardware, and a willingness to repair when that serves you better. For sealed unit swaps, ask for the glass makeup



in writing. For full replacement, ask how they will handle internal reveals, trims, and making good around plaster.

The neatness of the finish is what you see every day.

Request examples of similar properties they have worked on. If someone offers only “we'll make it warmer” without

specifics, keep walking.

DIY or not

Confident DIYers can handle some tasks: clearing drainage slots, resealing exterior cills, replacing handles,
sometimes swapping friction stays. Be wary of sealed unit replacements unless you have the right glazing packers
and know how to re-seat beads without gouging the frame. Incorrect packing can twist a sash, causing future seal
failures and lock issues. If you try a single small casement and it goes smoothly, consider a second. If your first

attempt was a wrestling match with cracked beads and snapped clips, call in a pro. There is no shame in that.

Planning for the next decade

Think ahead when you repair. If you replace a misted unit on the north elevation now, consider measuring the
adjacent windows and ordering at the same time to save on callouts. If you are planning a heat pump in three
years, aim for low U-values and better airtightness today so the system you buy later can run smaller and cheaper.
If you expect to sell soon, tidy repairs that restore clarity and smooth operation add more value per pound than a

luxury glass spec the next owners might not notice.

A practical rule of thumb

Fix what is local and mechanical: hinges, gaskets, handles, and blown units in otherwise good frames. Replace when
problems are global: frame distortion, widespread seal failure across many windows, chronic condensation that

points to fundamental performance limits, or a desire to change the look and function of the openings.

If you are wrestling with the question Can you Fix Blown Double Glazing, the answer is yes, by replacing the sealed
unit, and it is usually the right move if the frame is sound. If the question is whether to invest in misted double
glazing repairs across a whole elevation where the frames are already aging badly, step back and price full

replacement alongside. Often the long-term cost per year of service dips if you reset the entire system.



A brief case study from the field

A family in a 1998 uPVC-built detached had six misted units and two sashes that whistled in winter. The frames
were straight, gaskets tired but intact. We replaced eight sealed units with argon-filled low-E glass and warm-edge
spacers, fitted new friction stays on the windy side, and nudged the keeps by a few millimetres. Total time: a day
and a half. Cost: under a third of full replacement. Their heating ran less in the evenings, drafts vanished, and the

windows looked new from the pavement.

Another job involved 1980s aluminium without thermal breaks. The occupants complained of cold interior glass
and black mold on reveals. We could have replaced the misted units, but the cold bridge would remain. They chose
full replacement with modern thermally broken aluminium. The difference in winter was night and day, and the

mold issue stopped with better surface temperatures and controlled ventilation.

Final thoughts you can act on today

Start with a calm inspection. Clean the frames and glass so you can see what is going on. Note which panes are
misted, which sashes catch or leak, and whether issues cluster on one side of the house. Clear drainage slots and
check exterior sealant lines. Then get quotes for both paths: targeted double glazing repairs and, if appropriate, a

like-for-like replacement option. Ask each supplier to specify the glass and hardware in writing.

You'll likely find that a combination approach serves best. Repair and upgrade where the bones are good, and plan
replacement where age or design has run its course. Windows are not just rectangles in a wall. They are part of
how a house breathes, keeps you warm, and frames the light you live with every day. Choose accordingly, with

your comfort and the next decade in view.



