
Belgium Driving License: 10 Things I'd Like To Have Known Sooner

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to the Belgium Driving
License
Acquiring a driving license is a significant turning point, and doing so in a foreign country-- or just browsing
European administration-- can feel like an overwhelming task. Belgium is no exception. Known for its precise
administrative procedures and strict roadway safety regulations, the Belgian licensing system needs
perseverance, preparation, and precision.

Whether a person is a newly resident migrant looking to transform a foreign license or a complete newbie
stepping behind the wheel for the very first time, comprehending the Belgian driving license framework is
necessary. This detailed guide breaks down whatever one requires to understand to lawfully hit the road in
Belgium.

1. Types of Belgian Driving Licenses
Belgium problems driving licenses in compliance with European Union requirements. The most common category
for daily vehicle drivers is the Category B license, which allows the holder to drive basic guest cars and trucks.

Nevertheless, depending on the vehicle type and the driver's age, a number of other classifications exist.

Classification Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quadricycles (speed up to 45 km/h) 16 years A1/
A2/ A Bikes (varying from light to heavy power output) 18-- 24 years B Basic cars and trucks, vans, and light
trucks (max 3,500 kg) 18 years B+E Classification B vehicle integrated with a heavy trailer 18 years C/ D Heavy
products lorries (Trucks) and Buses 21-- 24 years

2. The Step-by-Step Process for a Category B License
For novice motorists in Belgium, acquiring a Category B license Bestel Een Belgisch Rijbewijs involves two primary
paths: the Standard Path (with a necessary provisional license) or the Koop Een Belgisch Rijbewijs Online Free
Training Path. Regardless of the picked course, the journey constantly begins with theory.

Step 1: The Theory Exam ( Theorie-examen)

Before ever sitting in the chauffeur's seat of a training automobile, applicants need to pass a computer-based
multiple-choice theory test.

Format: 50 concerns in 15 minutes.

Passing Score: At least 41 out of 50.

Important Rule: Committing a "major infraction" (such as speeding through a school zone or disregarding a
major right of way) results in an instant deduction of 5 points, making passing much harder.

Keep in mind: The exam can be taken in Dutch, French, German, or English (with an official translator).

Action 2: Choosing a Training Method

Once the theory exam is dominated, candidates get a theory certificate valid for three years. They should then
choose how to find out practical driving skills:

https://snelrijbewijs.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=Koop%20Een%20Belgisch%20Rijbewijs%20Online


Driving School Method ( Rijschool):

Requires a minimum of 20 hours of practical lessons with a qualified instructor.

Enables the applicant to take the useful exam individually if considered all set by the school.

Free Training Method ( Vrije Begeleiding):

Requires at least 3 to 36 months of practice accompanied by a couple of qualified supervisors (e.g.,
moms and dads or friends who satisfy legal criteria).

Requires the manager(s) to go to a 3-hour instruction session at a recognized driving school.

Step 3: The Practical Exam ( Praktijkexamen)

The dry run evaluates vehicle control, threat understanding, and adherence to the stringent Belgian traffic code (
Code de la Route/ Wegcode). It is divided into 2 parts:

1. Off-road maneuvers: Performed on a closed circuit (e.g., backing into a parking area, turning in a restricted
space, emergency braking).

2. On-road driving: Navigating real traffic conditions for approximately 30 minutes, followed by an
independent driving section utilizing a GPS.

3. Converting a Foreign Driving License
For expats and worldwide arrivals relocating to Belgium, the guidelines concerning foreign licenses depend
heavily on the providing country.

EU/ EEA Licenses

Holders of a valid driving license provided by an EU or EEA member state (Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein) can
drive in Belgium until their license ends. Nevertheless, voluntary registration with the regional community
administration ( Gemeente/ Commune) is extremely recommended to help with renewals or replacements in case
of loss.

Non-EU/ Non-EEA Licenses

Drivers from outside the EU/EEA fall under 2 categories:

1. Reciprocal Countries: Countries that have a bilateral agreement with Belgium enabling direct conversion of
a foreign license to a Belgian one without screening (e.g., Switzerland, Japan, certain U.S. states depending on
local arrangements).

2. Non-Reciprocal Countries: Individuals from nations without an agreement can not transform their license.
They must take both the Belgian theory and practical examinations from scratch, though they are usually
exempt from the compulsory 20-hour driving school requirement.

Important Rule: Non-EU licenses are normally just valid for the first 185 days following main registration in a
Belgian town. Drivers should request conversion or start the screening procedure well before this window closes.

4. Secret Rules and Practical Tips for Driving in Belgium
As soon as the glossy plastic credit-card-style license remains in hand, motorists must browse Belgium's unique
traffic environment.



Priorité de Droite (Priority to the Right): This is the single most essential guideline on Belgian roadways.
Unless explicitly shown otherwise by indications or road markings, chauffeurs must yield to any automobile
approaching from the right at intersections.

Zero Tolerance for Impairment: The legal blood alcohol limitation in Belgium is 0.05% (and strictly 0.02%
for amateur drivers within their very first two years). Driving under the influence brings serious fines, license
suspensions, and obligatory re-testing.

Obligatory Safety Equipment: Every car signed up in Belgium should bring specific security gear at all
times.

Speed Limits: Unless otherwise posted, basic limitations are 30 km/h in city zones (the default in Brussels
and numerous Flanders/Wallonia cities), 70 or 90 km/h on local roadways, and 120 km/h on highways (
autoroutes/ autosnelwegen).

Compulsory Car Equipment Checklist

Item Requirement/ Description Warning Triangle Need to be displayed in case of a breakdown or accident.
High-Visibility Vest A minimum of one retro-reflective vest easily available inside the cabin. First Aid Kit Must
be certified and not ended. Fire Extinguisher Mandatory in all automobiles signed up in Belgium, examined
yearly.

5. Credibility and Renewal
The basic Belgian EU-format driving license is legitimate for 10 years.

Renewal Process: Drivers receive an alert from their regional municipality quickly before the expiration date.
Renewal requires a recent passport-style picture, the current license, and a nominal administrative fee
(usually ranging from EUR25 to EUR35 depending upon the town).

Health Checks: While regular medical assessments are typically not needed for basic Category B renewals
under a certain age, commercial or heavy car license holders (Categories C and D) need to undergo regular
physical and visual assessments.

Securing a Belgium driving license needs adherence to a stiff, structured procedure. Whether studying for the
rigid theory test, mastering the art of priorité de droite, or browsing the nuances of license conversion,
preparation is essential.

By understanding the requirements, appreciating local guidelines, and keeping all compulsory security devices in
check, vehicle drivers can anticipate safe, legal, and trouble-free journeys throughout Belgium's beautiful
highways and busy city streets.


