When gearing up for your move, the question many renters face is whether hiring a professional cleaning service
to handle their move-out cleaning is a wiser financial choice compared to risking losing all or part of their security
deposit. The short answer? Booking a cleaning service often costs less than forfeiting even a fraction of that
deposit. But there’s more to this story — budgeting real moving costs, decluttering smartly, comparing

transparent quotes, and thorough planning will save you headaches and money.

Understanding the Real Moving Costs: Budgeting Beyond the Truck

Many people start moving budgets with a rough estimate like an average local move at $1,250 and stop there.

While that's a great ballpark figure for core moving services, it's only one part of the puzzle.

¢ Cleaning service cost vs deposit: Move-out cleaning services vary depending on your home size—whether
condo or large family home—and detail level requested. But professional cleaners typically charge anywhere

from $150 to $400, which is a fraction of many security deposits.

* Hidden fees: Beware of surprise charges such as long carry fees (for moving items far from parking), stairs, or

specialty item handling. | keep a running list of fees people never think to ask about, and it adds up quickly.

e Utilities & services: Always schedule your utilities shutoff and/or transfer at least two weeks before move
day to avoid paying for services you're not using. Too often people ignore this and get nickeled for days they
didn't live there.

By budgeting realistically upfront — including cleaning, moving service fees, and utility turn-offs — you can avoid

surprise expenses that derail your finances.

Decluttering: Reduce Move Weight and Cost, and Sell Bigger Items
Online

One of the smartest strategies to protect your wallet during a move is decluttering. Moving less means a smaller

truck, fewer movers, less labor time, and a lower moving quote.



Here's where online selling platforms come in handy. Items that won't make the cut — such as furniture you don't
love or electronics you've upgraded — can be sold thepinnaclelist.com on sites like Facebook Marketplace,
Craigslist, or specialized apps referenced on Homoper.com. This reduces move weight, brings in extra cash, and

lightens your load.
Consider this scenario:

Item Estimated Weight Potential Selling Price Queen Bed Frame100 Ibs$150 Old Couch150 Ibs$200 TV + Stand60
lbs$100

Selling these items frees up space and can reduce your move cost by hundreds given how movers often price by

volume and labor.

Comparing Written Quotes and Watching Out for Hidden Fees

Getting multiple quotes is crucial to budget smartly, but remember to compare apples to apples. When you
receive quotes from movers — something you can start by making targeted phone calls to providers and

movers — dig deeper than just the bottom line.

® Confirm what's included: packing, disassembly, stairs, special item handling, permits, and more.
® Ask about timing: off-peak moves (weekday or mid-month) are usually cheaper.
® Get everything in writing. Vague verbal quotes can lead to unexpected charges on move day.

For instance, Southside Moving and other reputable companies provide clear line-item quotes. You can also

consult resources like The Pinnacle List for best local moving and cleaning providers with transparent reviews.

The 8-Week Planning Timeline: Your Best Defense Against Last-Minute
Expenses

Planning ahead is my number one pet peeve that people often ignore until the last minute, resulting in rushed
decisions and premium charges. Here's a simple 8-week timeline to keep costs in check and protect your security
deposit:

1. 8 Weeks Out: Start decluttering and selling unwanted items online.

2.7 Weeks Out: Request and compare at least 3 written moving quotes, including detailed move-out cleaning

services.
3. 6 Weeks Out: Book your moving company and cleaning service — don't wait until last minute.
4.5 Weeks Out: Schedule disconnection/connection of utilities with a minimum two-week advance notice.

5. 4 Weeks Out: Begin packing non-essentials; label boxes clearly with a thick marker (tiny handwriting leads to

move-day chaos).
6. 3 Weeks Out: Confirm all bookings and revisit your budget to ensure no surprises.

7.2 Weeks Out: Review your lease or rental agreement's security deposit terms and checklist for move-out

condition.

8. 1 Week Out: Finalize packing and prepare for cleaning service visit.

Following this timeline gives you leverage to negotiate and avoid costly rushed decisions that often lead to losing

security deposits.

Cleaning Service Cost vs Deposit: What Does It Usually Look Like?


https://www.thepinnaclelist.com/articles/10-things-homeowners-should-do-before-moving-day/

Let's face it: most security deposits range from one to two months’ rent—often $1,000 to $2,000 or more
depending on your location and property size. By comparison, a professional move-out cleaning typically costs
between $150 and $400.

Service Average Cost Comparison to $1,250 Move Move-out Cleaning$150 - $400~12%-32% Typical Security
Deposit$1,000 - $2,00080% - 160% Average Local Move$1,250Benchmark

Spending a few hundred dollars on a cleaning service is a small investment compared to risking losing your full
deposit due to dirty, stained, or neglected conditions. Professionals bring the deep cleaning power and checklist

know-how landlords expect.

Protect Your Security Deposit: Key Move-Out Cleaning Tips

* Hire a trusted cleaning company: Professional move-out cleaning is specialized, focusing on carpets,

appliances, baseboards, and hard-to-reach spots.

* Request a checklist: Obtain a copy of your landlord’s move-out cleaning expectations and share it with the
cleaner.

® Schedule cleaning last: Have cleaning done after all your packing and moving items are out.

* Inspect yourself: Walk through the property with the checklist before giving keys back to address any

overlooked spots.

Final Thoughts: Moving Smarter & Saving More

Moving is an expensive and stressful process, but protecting your security deposit by hiring a cleaning service is
often one of the smartest money moves you can make. Plus, by starting early—8 weeks in advance—you can
declutter for cash, get accurate quotes from verified providers like Southside Moving, and schedule utilities

carefully. It's about budgeting real costs rather than blind estimations or "winging it," and avoiding surprises on

move day.

Don't let hidden fees or rushed planning derail your budget. Use this guide to navigate your move confidently and

keep your hard-earned deposit safe.



For more expert moving tips and recommended trusted cleaning and moving providers, visit The Pinnacle List and

Homoper.com.



