
Why A Door That Felt Fine In October Can Leak In January
North Texas winter weather can be hard on a house in a way people do not always expect. A door may look
square, latch normally, and still let in a cold stream of air once the temperature drops fast overnight. That is
because weatherstripping does not just block drafts, it has to keep contact even when the frame, threshold, and
slab all move a little with changing moisture and temperature.|When a front door starts feeling cold around the
edges, the cause is usually not dramatic. It is often a worn bulb seal, flattened foam tape, a sweep that no longer
reaches the sill, or a frame that shifted just enough to break the seal. In older homes, the issue can be worse after
a few dry winters and one sharp cold snap.

Weatherstripping does not fail all at once. It usually gets thin, brittle, or out of alignment over time. When cold air
starts sneaking in, the hardware and the door slab may still be fine, but the seal has stopped doing its job.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Finding The Exact Leak Point Before You Buy New Material
The best fix starts with locating the leak, not guessing at it. Drafts often show up at the top corners, the latch
side, the sweep, or the bottom corner near the threshold. If you take a few minutes to test the door, the repair
usually gets simpler and cheaper.

A few basic checks work well: Hold a lit incense stick or a thin strip of tissue near the door edge and watch for
movement.

Pay special attention to the top corners and strike side. Those spots often reveal a compressed jamb seal or a
frame that is no longer perfectly aligned. If the gap is at the bottom, the sweep or threshold is usually the first
thing to inspect.

A door that rubs, sticks, or needs a hard pull to close may be telling you the frame is out of alignment.
Weatherstripping can help, but it cannot fully compensate for a frame that no longer meets the slab evenly.

Picking The Right Seal For Hinged Doors In A Freeze
There is no single weatherstripping product that fits every door. The right choice depends on the door style, the
Midlothian door installation size of the gap, and whether you are sealing a front entry, a side door, or a patio
access door. In most homes, the best results come from matching the material to the spot it needs to seal.

Compression seals work well along the jamb because they close when the door shuts and spring back after use.
Foam tape is easy to install, but it tends to wear faster in busy entries. V-strip and tension seals can be effective
on certain frames, especially where the gap is narrow and consistent.

At the threshold, the goal is contact without friction. Too little contact leaves a gap. Too much contact creates
wear, makes the door hard to operate, and can even throw off the latch over time.

On older doors, a good seal may need more than one part. Replacing the perimeter weatherstripping while
leaving a worn sweep in place rarely solves the problem. The whole system has to work together, especially when
winter air is dry and gusty.

How To Install Weatherstripping So It Actually Holds Up
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The cleanest installs start with prep. Old adhesive has to come off, surfaces need to be clean and dry, and the
new material has to be sized to the actual gap, not the one on the package. If the frame is dirty or the old strip is
left half attached, the new seal will not stay put through a cold snap.

A seal that is jammed too tight is not a better seal. It is just a seal that fails sooner. The same is true for rough
corners, loose adhesive, or a sweep that does not sit square across the bottom edge.

The best sign of a successful install is that the door closes normally while the drafts disappear. You should not
have to shoulder the door shut or slam it just to beat the cold.

Sometimes weatherstripping is only half the answer. If the slab hangs crooked, the frame is twisted, or the
threshold has worn down, the seal cannot make up for bad geometry.

When Weatherstripping Is Enough, And When It Is Time To Go Further
Weatherstripping is the right move when the door is structurally sound and the gaps are small to moderate. It is
also the fastest way to reduce comfort complaints during a North Texas freeze. A good seal can cut the chill,
reduce rattling, and make the entry feel much more stable without turning the project into a major replacement
job.

The signs that point to a bigger issue are easy to spot once you know what to look for. Repeated sticking, a latch
that barely catches, visible light around the door even after sealing, or hardware that has to be forced into place
all suggest the door or frame needs more than fresh tape.

For homeowners trying to stretch through a cold season, weatherstripping is often the best first step. It is
practical, relatively low disruption, and easy to inspect after installation. But if the same door needs frequent
adjustment, or if the gap keeps changing, that is usually a sign to look at the whole assembly, not just the seal.


