Manchester United’s midfield conundrum post-2013 has been well documented, and with each managerial
change, the squad's identity seems to drift further. Into this chaotic space enters Andrey Santos, a young
midfielder with considerable promise but also the weight of expectation that comes with joining one of football's

most storied clubs. But what kind of midfielder is Andrey Santos? And crucially, how does he fit into the puzzle of

United's current midfield turmoil?

The Post-2013 Identity Crisis at United

Since Sir Alex Ferguson'’s retirement, United's midfield has lacked a clear identity. The Sir Alex era midfield was a
blend of tough tackling, intelligent positioning, and a good balance between attacking support and defensive
cover. But after 2013, the club has wrestled with a series of profiles—from overly physical enforcers who couldn't

progress the ball cleanly to more technical but less combative players who left gaps in front of the backline.

This identity crisis has led to erratic performances and a midfield that, at times, looks like an airport runway: flat,

overly elongated, and lacking the dynamic shifts required to launch meaningful attacks.



Managerial Churn and Mismatched Squads

United’'s managerial merry-go-round has exacerbated this issue. Every new appointment has brought a new
midfield blueprint: the busier, pressing-oriented philosophy from some, the patient possession approach from
others. The ripples of these constant changes have resulted in squads built for mismatched tactical paradigms

rather than a clear, coherent plan.

Andrey Santos arrives in this context—expected not only to succeed technically and physically but to slot
seamlessly into a rapidly changing system. This expectation is fair on the surface but ignores the practical reality

that no single player, no matter the talent, can fix structural incoherence overnight.

The Challenge of Squad Fit

® Multiple managerial changes, each with differing midfield demands
e Squad built piecemeal, leading to tactical confusion

® Pressure on players to adapt quickly, sometimes at the expense of natural game progression

Carrick’s Coaching Impact vs PR Hype

Michael Carrick’s transition from midfield stalwart to coach sparked considerable buzz, with many backing him as
the man to restore United's midfield stability. While Carrick’s deep knowledge of the role and game intelligence is
undeniable, the coaching impact—especially on young players like Andrey Santos—cannot be overstated without

critical evaluation.

The media often reduces coaching influence to catchy headlines or emotional narratives about “culture change”
without digging into tactical details. Santos' development under Carrick has focused heavily on his ball progression
abilities and mobility, turning him from a raw talent to a midfield runner capable of breaking lines with intelligent

movement.

However, it's essential to differentiate genuine coaching impact from PR fluff:



1. True coaching influence takes time to manifest consistently across games.
2. Focus on refining specific skills—Andrey's ball progression and positioning—provides a foundation.

3. Emotional management and decision-making in high-pressure situations remain areas requiring further work.

Emotional Volatility and Media Pressure Cycles

One of Andrey Santos’ biggest challenges outside the tactical and physical demands is managing the emotional
volatility that comes with being thrust into the spotlight at a club like Manchester United. The media pressure

cycles are relentless:

® One match he's hailed as the ‘'next midfield maestro.’

* The next, his errors are magnified as evidence of the club’s failings.
This push-pull cycle affects confidence and, ultimately, performance. The emotional aspect is often underplayed by
pundits and fans alike, who love simplistic ‘culture’ narratives but miss the nuanced reality. This is not about some

nebulous ‘culture’ problem—it's about a young player coping with the weight of expectation amid system

uncertainties and managerial experimentation.

Managing Emotional Volatility
For Santos to fulfil his potential, the club needs to create a more stable environment that:

¢ (larifies midfield roles and responsibilities to reduce on-pitch confusion.
e Supports players psychologically through media scrutiny and harsh fan reaction.

* Builds resilience through consistent coaching and realistic performance expectations.

Andrey Santos’ Key Attributes: Mobility, Midfield Running, and Ball
Progression

So, stripping away the surrounding noise, what is Andrey Santos as a player? His profile can 11v11 be best

summarised by three interwoven attributes:

Attribute Description Impact on United's Midfield Mobility His range of movement allows him to cover large areas
of the pitch, both vertically and horizontally, offering multiple passing and support options. Helps United break the
rigid ‘airport runway' midfield by creating unpredictability and dynamic movement, pressing transitions. Midfield
Runner His timing and stamina enable him to make late runs into the box or wide channels, providing offensive
outlets beyond static position holding. Adds a secondary attacking threat that complements primary playmakers
like Bruno Fernandes and Casemiro. Ball Progression Excels at advancing the ball through dribbling, incisive
passing, and driving from deep midfield positions. Essential to transition phases, helping United move from

defence to attack with speed and precision.

Conclusion: Where Does Andrey Santos Fit?

Andrey Santos is not a finished product, nor should he be expected to be amid United's ongoing midfield identity
search. What he offers is a modern midfield runner with excellent mobility and ball progression capacities—

qualities that can potentially reshape United's midfield dynamics if harnessed properly.
The key lies not just in his talents but in the club’s ability to provide:

* Consistent managerial vision to avoid further tactical whiplash
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* A midfield structure that plays to Santos' strengths rather than forcing awkward fits

* A protective environment against harsh emotional volatility and relentless media cycles

Until these conditions stabilise, expecting Santos to be the ‘revolution’ or instant solution is unfair and
counterproductive. Instead, he should be viewed as a promising cog in a rebuilding process where patience, clarity,

and coaching substance take precedence over headline-grabbing PR delivered in the wake of every bad result.

Ultimately, watching Santos weaving between lines, covering ground, and driving quick transitions is a glimpse of
what a well-structured United midfield might become—fluid, mobile, and capable of breaking defensive lines rather

than grinding forward under static, disjointed pressure.



