For families looking to combine education, adventure, and a memorable day out, the USS Nautilus Museum in
Groton, Connecticut stands out as one of New England’s most rewarding destinations. Officially known as the
Submarine Force Library and Museum, this site offers far more than a traditional museum visit. It gives parents
and children the chance to step into the world of undersea exploration, naval history, and the remarkable legacy

of the USS Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear-powered submarine.

Whether you are planning a weekend outing, a school-break excursion, or a stop during a Connecticut road trip,
the Nautilus Museum Groton Connecticut experience offers a unique blend of hands-on discovery and

historical significance. Here is a closer look at the best family activities to enjoy during your visit.

Explore the Historic USS Nautilus

The highlight for most visitors is the opportunity to board the legendary USS Nautilus itself. Families can walk
through this historic submarine and imagine what life was like for the sailors who served aboard it. The self-
guided tour typically includes an audio component, which helps bring the experience to life for adults and

children alike.

As you move through the narrow passageways, you can see sleeping quarters, control rooms, and operational
spaces that reveal the realities of submarine service. For children, this part of the visit often feels like stepping
into a real-life adventure story. For adults, it is a chance to appreciate the engineering and strategic importance

of this groundbreaking vessel.

Visiting the USS Nautilus Museum is particularly meaningful because the submarine played a major role in naval
innovation. It was the first submarine to complete a submerged transit beneath the North Pole, a milestone that

continues to inspire fascination today.

Discover Interactive Exhibits in the Museum

Inside the Submarine Force Library and Museum, families will find exhibits that make complex naval history
accessible and engaging. Rather than simply displaying artifacts behind glass, the museum presents the evolution

of submarine technology in a way that encourages curiosity.

Children often enjoy viewing scale models, periscopes, photographs, and restored equipment. Parents can use
these exhibits as a springboard for conversations about science, engineering, and military history. The museum

does an excellent job of balancing education with accessibility, making it suitable for a broad range of ages.

If you have younger visitors in your group, take time to move at a relaxed pace and let them focus on the exhibits
that spark their imagination most. A visit to the Nautilus Museum can easily become a hands-on history lesson

without ever feeling like a classroom assignment.

Learn About Submarine Traditions

One of the most fascinating aspects of the museum is its presentation of submarine traditions. Families often
arrive expecting to learn only about machinery and missions, but many leave with a deeper appreciation for the

culture of submarine service.

The exhibits introduce visitors to the customs, symbols, and daily routines that define life under the sea. From

qualification practices to crew camaraderie, these insights help children understand that a submarine is not just a



machine—it is also a close-knit community.

Learning about submarine traditions can be especially meaningful for families with military connections, but
even those without prior naval knowledge will find these stories compelling. They add a human dimension to the

technical displays and make the visit more memorable.

Enjoy a Family-Friendly Educational Outing

The Naval Submarine Museum Groton CT is an excellent destination for families who want an outing that is
both enjoyable and enriching. It offers a strong alternative to more commercial attractions because it encourages

real engagement with history and innovation.

Parents can frame the day as an exploration of big questions: How do submarines stay underwater? What was life
like for the crew? Why was the USS Nautilus so important? These conversations can continue long after the visit

is over.

Because the museum environment is structured yet welcoming, it also works well for multigenerational groups.
Grandparents, parents, and children can all find something to appreciate, whether it is military history,

engineering achievement, or simply the excitement of going aboard a real submarine.

Visit the Library and Research Collections

While many families come primarily to tour the submarine, the Submarine Force Library and Museum also
houses an impressive collection of documents, photographs, and archival materials. Older children, teens, and

adults with a deeper interest in history may especially appreciate this aspect of the museum.

The library reinforces the museum’s role as more than a tourist attraction. It is also a center for preserving the
history of the U.S. Submarine force. If your family enjoys educational travel, this deeper layer of interpretation

adds real value to the experience.

Those searching for the groton museum submarine experience often expect a simple walkthrough, but the
museum offers much more. It serves as a place where naval heritage is actively protected and shared with the

public.

Take Time for the Waterfront Setting

Another family-friendly benefit of visiting the Nautilus Museum New London area is the scenic setting along
the Thames River in Groton. Although the museum itself is the main draw, the surrounding grounds can provide

a pleasant break between exhibits.

Families can pause outdoors, take photographs, and enjoy the atmosphere of a site so closely connected to
America’s submarine history. For children, the combination of open space and a docked submarine creates a

setting that feels both exciting and accessible.

If you are planning a full day in southeastern Connecticut, the location also makes it easy to pair your museum

visit with other nearby attractions and dining options.

Make It a Meaningful Experience for Kids

To get the most out of your visit to the Nautilus Museum, it helps to involve children actively. Ask them to

notice how small the sleeping spaces are, imagine how the crew worked together, or think about what it would



feel like to spend months underwater.

You can also turn the visit into a family challenge:

® Find the control room and identify its key instruments.
® Count how many bunks you can spot.
® Look for examples of how sailors stored supplies in limited space.

* Notice the differences between older submarine technology and modern expectations.

These small activities can make the experience more interactive and keep children engaged throughout the visit.

Why the Nautilus Museum Deserves a Spot on Your Family Travel List

A trip to the USS Nautilus Museum offers something rare: a day that is genuinely fun for children while still
being deeply informative for adults. The chance to USS Nautilus New London board the USS Nautilus, explore
exhibits, and learn about submarine traditions creates an experience that feels distinct from a standard museum
visit.

Whether you know it as the Nautilus Museum, the Naval Submarine Museum Groton CT, or simply a must-see
historical attraction in Groton, this destination delivers a strong mix of inspiration, history, and family appeal. For
anyone interested in maritime heritage, engineering breakthroughs, or meaningful educational outings, the

Nautilus Museum Groton Connecticut is well worth the trip.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the USS Nautilus Museum best known for?

The USS Nautilus Museum is best known for allowing visitors to tour the historic USS Nautilus, the world’s first

nuclear-powered submarine, while also exploring exhibits on submarine history and technology.

2. Is the Submarine Force Library and Museum good for children?


https://ussnautilus.org/nautilus-ship-store/

Yes, the Submarine Force Library and Museum is very family-friendly. Children often enjoy boarding the

submarine, seeing interactive displays, and learning about life at sea in an engaging way.

3. How much time should families plan for a visit?

Most families can enjoy the Nautilus Museum in about two to three hours, though history enthusiasts may want

to stay longer to explore the exhibits and library collections more thoroughly.

4. Where is the Nautilus Museum located?

The museum is located in Groton, Connecticut. Many visitors searching for the Nautilus Museum New London

area are referring to this Groton destination near the Thames River.

5. Why is the USS Nautilus historically important?

The USS Nautilus changed naval history by demonstrating the power and endurance of nuclear propulsion, and

it became especially famous for completing the first submerged voyage beneath the North Pole.



