Plumbing code is not the most exciting reading on Oahu, but it becomes very important the moment a pipe is
opened, a water heater fails, a drain line backs up, or a renovation plan moves from wish list to real work. For
Honolulu homeowners, the plumbing code is not just a technical document for contractors. It shapes who may
perform plumbing work, when permits are required, how inspections are handled, and how private plumbing

connects to larger water and wastewater systems.

A good plumber thinks about these rules before touching a fitting. A homeowner should understand enough to
ask better questions, avoid risky shortcuts, and recognize when a simple repair has crossed into regulated work.
That does not mean you need to memorize code sections. It means knowing the boundaries: licensed labor,
permits, inspections, water service, drainage, fixtures, water heaters, gas appliances, and sewer connections all sit

inside a formal system in the City and County of Honolulu.

| have seen many plumbing problems become more expensive because the first decision emergency plumber was
made casually. Someone hires the cheapest person who says they can “handle it,” a drain problem is treated as a
one-time clog when it points to a deeper sewer issue, or a water heater replacement is scheduled without
thinking through permitting and licensed installation. In Honolulu, those choices can affect safety, insurance,

resale, and the ability to pass inspection later.

What the Honolulu plumbing code covers

The City and County of Honolulu plumbing code applies broadly to plumbing systems. It governs the design,
installation, alteration, repair, relocation, replacement, addition, use, and maintenance of those systems. That
scope matters because many homeowners assume code only applies to new construction or major remodels. In

reality, the code can come into play whenever plumbing is installed, removed, altered, repaired, or replaced.

Think about the range of work inside a typical home. A kitchen renovation may involve fixture changes, drain
piping, water supply piping, and possibly a dishwasher or disposal connection. A bathroom update may involve a
new shower valve, toilet, lavatory, and drainage changes. A laundry relocation may involve water supply, waste
piping, venting, and appliance connections. A water heater project may include water-heating equipment and,
depending on the system, gas appliance considerations. These are not just handyman tasks from the code’s point

of view.

The code also reaches beyond visible fixtures. Drainage piping, water-treating equipment, water-heating
equipment, gas appliances, and sewer-related work can all trigger rules. The parts of the system hidden behind
walls, below slabs, in crawl spaces, or outside between the house and the public system are often the parts where
code compliance matters most. A shiny new fixture means little if the piping behind it was altered improperly or

without required review.

For homeowners searching for a plumber near me during a leak or backup, this is the first practical takeaway: the
person you call should understand local requirements, not just general plumbing. A plumber Honolulu
homeowners rely on should be familiar with the City and County framework, including when permits are needed

and when work must be handled by a licensed contractor.

Permits are not limited to big remodels

Honolulu requires permits for plumbing-related work such as installing, removing, altering, repairing, or replacing

plumbing, drainage piping, fixtures, gas appliances, and water-heating or water-treating equipment. That is a
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wide category. Homeowners sometimes hear the word “permit” and picture a new house or a full addition. The

local rules are broader than that.

The reason is straightforward. Plumbing systems affect sanitation, potable water, wastewater, gas safety, and the
integrity of city infrastructure. A poor repair can contaminate a water line, create a hidden leak, overload
drainage, or create a problem that does not show up until months later. Permit review and inspection are tools

the city uses to keep that risk in check.

This does not mean every minor household action becomes a complicated process. Homeowners can still
perform ordinary maintenance in their homes, and not every service call has the same permitting pathway. But
when work involves installing, removing, altering, repairing, or replacing regulated plumbing components, the
permit question should be asked before the work begins. A reputable plumber Oahu homeowners hire regularly

will not treat permits as an afterthought.

A common example is water heater repair or replacement. A homeowner may think of the water heater as an
appliance, similar to a refrigerator. Plumbing code treats water-heating equipment as part of the regulated
plumbing system, and gas appliances are also part of the permit conversation. That distinction matters. The
installation touches water supply, temperature control, pressure, drainage in some configurations, and possibly
gas connections. A rushed best emergency plumber replacement by an unqualified person can create risk well
beyond inconvenience.

Another example is drain cleaning. A basic clog clearing call may be simple service work. But if drain cleaning
reveals broken, collapsed, or misaligned drainage piping, the job may move into repair or replacement. At that
point, code and permitting considerations become more direct. The same is true with sewer line repair. Clearing a

blockage and repairing or replacing sewer piping are not the same level of work.

Licensed plumbing work is a core requirement

Honolulu's Department of Planning and Permitting states that electrical and plumbing work must be performed
by contractors licensed by the State of Hawaii. The city plumbing code also allows the authority having
jurisdiction to verify that inspected work was performed by a licensed plumbing journey worker and/or

contractor. For homeowners, this is one of the most important code basics to understand.

A license is not just a business card detail. It is part of the legal structure for who may perform regulated work.
Hawaii has a professional licensing system that includes a Board of Electricians and Plumbers, and the state
provides an online database where license status, expiration dates, and disciplinary history can be checked. That

gives homeowners a practical way to verify what they are being told.

There is a difference between someone who owns tools and someone who is properly licensed to perform
plumbing work. In a place where housing types range from single-family homes to high-rise condos and mixed-
use buildings, that distinction matters. Plumbing systems are interconnected, and one unit's work can affect
neighboring units, common systems, or shared drainage. A licensed commercial plumber, for example, is not just
dealing with pipes. They are dealing with code obligations, review processes, documentation, and the

expectations of property managers, insurers, and inspectors.

When hiring, homeowners should be direct but professional. Ask for the contractor’s license information. Confirm
who will perform the work. Ask whether the work requires a permit. Ask who is responsible for obtaining it. A
legitimate plumber will not be offended by those questions. In fact, clear questions often make the job smoother

because everyone knows the expectations before walls are opened or fixtures are removed.

Here is a short homeowner check before approving regulated plumbing work:
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1. Verify the contractor’s Hawaii license status and confirm it is current.

2. Ask whether the specific work requires a Honolulu plumbing permit.

3. Confirm who will obtain the permit and coordinate inspection if required.

4. Keep copies of permits, invoices, and inspection records with your home documents.

5. Be cautious if someone suggests skipping permits to save time or money.

That list is brief because the principle is simple: licensed work and proper permitting protect the homeowner as

much as the city.

The authority having jurisdiction and inspections

The phrase “authority having jurisdiction” sounds formal, but homeowners should understand what it means in
practice. It refers to the public authority responsible for enforcing the code. In Honolulu, the code allows that
authority to verify that inspected work was performed by a licensed plumbing journey worker and/or contractor.

That verification power gives the inspection process teeth.

Inspection is not meant to punish homeowners. It is meant to confirm that regulated work meets applicable
requirements before it is covered, used, or relied upon. Plumbing work often disappears behind tile, drywall,
cabinets, concrete, or landscaping. Once concealed, mistakes are harder to find and more expensive to correct.

Inspection creates a checkpoint while the work can still be evaluated.

A homeowner may not see the entire inspection process firsthand, especially if a contractor manages it. Still, you
should know whether inspection is required and whether it passed. This becomes especially important during
resale, refinancing, insurance claims, or future renovation. Missing documentation can raise uncomfortable

questions later, particularly when improvements are visible but records are thin.

There is also a practical job-site benefit. When contractors know inspection applies, they tend to plan sequencing
more carefully. They think about access, timing, and documentation. They avoid covering work too early. Good
plumbers are used to this rhythm. Poor ones sometimes see inspection as an obstacle because it exposes
shortcuts.

Water service and the Board of Water Supply

Plumbing does not stop at the exterior wall. Water-service issues may involve the Honolulu Board of Water
Supply, particularly for projects that affect water service or require permitting-related review. For homeowners,
this most often becomes relevant when work touches the service connection, water capacity, or larger project

planning.

The Board of Water Supply handles water-service and permitting-related matters for projects. Larger commercial
developments may require master plans and more complex review of water-system capacity. That may sound far
removed from a homeowner replacing a fixture, but it shows an important principle: private plumbing choices

connect to public water infrastructure.

For a typical homeowner, the practical lesson is to avoid assuming that any pipe on the property can be changed
without coordination. Water service is not just another household pipe. If a project affects how water is supplied
to the property, the plumber should know whether additional review, permit steps, or coordination are necessary.
This is especially important for major renovations, additions, multi-unit properties, and properties with unusual

service arrangements.



For commercial property owners or homeowners involved with larger redevelopment, the stakes rise. A
commercial plumber working in Honolulu should understand not only interior plumbing but also the broader
review environment. Water capacity and service planning can affect project timelines. It is better to identify those

issues early than discover them after design decisions have been made.

Wastewater, sewer connections, and why backups deserve respect

Honolulu wastewater guidance emphasizes protecting sewer infrastructure. Sewer connections and related
wastewater issues involve city review and permitting processes. That is worth remembering when a drain problem

keeps returning.

A slow drain at one fixture may be a local blockage. Multiple fixtures backing up, repeated clogs, or wastewater
appearing where it should not may suggest a deeper drainage or sewer issue. Homeowners often start with drain
cleaning, which is reasonable. The mistake is treating every repeated backup as just another clog. At some point,

the pattern matters.

Sewer line repair is one of the areas where code awareness is especially important. The work may involve
drainage piping, connection issues, excavation, replacement, and review. It also touches public health and city
infrastructure. A repair that is patched casually or performed without required oversight can create future failures

and may complicate property records.

An emergency plumber may be needed when wastewater is backing up into the home or when fixtures cannot be
used safely. Emergency service, however, does not erase code obligations. In urgent situations, the immediate
goal is to stop damage and restore basic function safely. Once the emergency is stabilized, permanent repairs still
need to be handled under the applicable rules. A professional plumber should be able to distinguish temporary

mitigation from final code-compliant repair.

Leak detection and hidden plumbing problems

Leak detection is another service that seems simple until the source is found. A moisture stain, a warm floor area
near hot water piping, an unexplained increase in water use, or water appearing at a wall base may lead to
diagnostic work. The detection itself may not be the same as altering plumbing. But once a pipe must be

repaired, relocated, replaced, or otherwise changed, the code conversation begins.

Hidden leaks are expensive because they combine plumbing damage with building damage. The first visible
symptom may be paint bubbling, flooring cupping, cabinet swelling, or mildew odor. By then, the leak may have
been active for some time. Homeowners sometimes want the fastest possible fix, and that is understandable. Still,

cutting into walls and repairing piping without licensed help can create more trouble than it solves.

The best approach is disciplined. Identify the likely source. Limit damage. Decide whether the repair is minor
service work or regulated plumbing repair. Use a licensed contractor when required. Keep records. If inspection
applies, let the process happen before everything is closed up. This may feel slower in the moment, but it reduces

the chance of reopening the same wall later.

Leak detection also intersects with insurance in a practical way. While policy terms vary and should be reviewed
directly, insurers often care about documentation, cause, and repair quality. Having invoices, permit records when

applicable, and proof that a licensed plumber performed the work can help create a clear timeline.

Water heaters, gas appliances, and water-treating equipment



Water heaters deserve their own discussion because homeowners often underestimate them. Honolulu
permitting requirements include work involving water-heating equipment, and the rules also cover gas
appliances and water-treating equipment. That places common household upgrades squarely within regulated
territory.

A water heater does several jobs at once. It stores or heats water, connects to the potable water system, operates
under pressure, and may involve gas or electrical components depending on the type. The plumbing side alone is
enough to justify careful handling. Add gas appliance considerations, and the need for qualified work becomes

even clearer.

Water heater repair can range from a service adjustment to component replacement to full equipment
replacement. The homeowner does not need to classify every task alone, but should ask the plumber how the
work is treated under local requirements. If the answer is vague or dismissive, slow down. A plumber Honolulu
residents trust should be able to explain whether the task is routine service, repair, replacement, or installation

and whether permitting is involved.

Water-treating equipment can raise similar questions. Filtration, softening, conditioning, and treatment systems
connect to potable water. Improper installation can affect flow, pressure, maintenance access, or water quality.
Homeowners often buy treatment equipment based on sales claims and then look for someone to “hook it up.”
The hookup is the part where code and licensing matter.

Condos, townhomes, and shared systems

Oahu has many homes where plumbing responsibilities overlap: condominium units, townhomes, apartment-
style buildings, mixed-use properties, and older structures with shared lines. In these settings, code compliance is
only one layer. Association rules, building management requirements, and shared infrastructure can affect what

work is allowed and how it is scheduled.

A fixture inside your unit may connect to piping that serves other units. A drain backup may originate in a
common line. A water shutoff may affect neighbors. A leak in one unit may damage another. Even when the
plumbing code provides the baseline, the practical handling of the job may involve building approvals, access

coordination, notice to residents, and after-hours restrictions.

This is where hiring the right plumber Oahu wide can make a noticeable difference. Experience in detached
homes does not always translate perfectly to multi-unit work. A plumber working in a condominium building
must understand access, documentation, coordination, and the need to avoid disrupting shared systems
unnecessarily. For commercial spaces, the same principle applies at a higher level. A commercial plumber may

have to coordinate with tenants, property managers, inspectors, and utility-related processes.

Homeowners in shared buildings should avoid quiet, unapproved plumbing changes. Moving a fixture, altering
drainage, replacing water-heating equipment, or changing connections can affect more than one unit. If
management requires licensed contractors and permit documentation, that requirement usually exists because

the building has learned hard lessons from past water damage.

Emergency work versus permanent repair

Plumbing emergencies create pressure. Water is running, a ceiling is wet, a toilet is overflowing, or a business
restroom is out of service. In that moment, homeowners search for an emergency plumber and want immediate
action. That is reasonable. The important distinction is between emergency stabilization and permanent

regulated work.



Stopping active damage may involve shutting off water, clearing a blockage, containing wastewater, or making a
temporary safe condition. Permanent repair may involve replacing piping, repairing drainage, changing fixtures,
addressing water-heating equipment, or correcting a sewer issue. Honolulu’s permit and licensing requirements

do not disappear because the first call happened after hours.

A professional emergency plumber should be clear about what was done immediately and what remains to be
done properly. For example, a drain may be opened enough to restore use, but further evaluation may show
damaged piping. A leak may be isolated, but the pipe repair may need licensed work and inspection. A water

heater may be shut down safely, but replacement must still be handled according to local requirements.

The danger is the “temporary” fix that becomes permanent because everyone is relieved the immediate mess
stopped. Months later, the same area leaks again or a buyer asks for records. Emergency response should solve

the urgent problem without creating a code problem.

How code affects renovation planning

Plumbing code should be part of renovation planning before design decisions become expensive. Homeowners
often choose fixture locations first and ask plumbing questions later. That sequence can create cost surprises.
Moving a sink, adding a bathroom, relocating laundry, or changing water-heating equipment may involve

permits, licensed labor, drainage changes, water supply considerations, and inspection timing.

The design you see in a magazine or showroom does not show what happens inside the walls. Plumbing systems
need proper routing, access, and compatibility with existing conditions. In older homes, opening a wall may
reveal previous work that does not match expectations. In multi-unit buildings, vertical stacks and shared lines
may limit what can be moved. In commercial work, water capacity and wastewater review can become part of the

larger project timeline.

A good renovation plumber will not simply ask where you want the fixture. They will ask what exists now, what
permits are required, whether walls or slabs will be opened, how inspections will be sequenced, and whether
other agencies or building managers need to be involved. Those questions may feel like friction early on, but they

prevent change orders later.

For homeowners comparing bids, the lowest number is not always the lowest cost. One bid may include
permitting, licensed labor, and inspection coordination. Another may omit those items or avoid discussing them.

If the scope is not the same, the price comparison is not meaningful.

Red flags when hiring plumbing help

Most homeowners do not hire plumbers often, so it can be hard to judge quality before work starts. Code
awareness provides a useful filter. A contractor who understands local requirements will usually communicate

differently from someone who is improvising.
Watch for these warning signs:

1. The person refuses to provide license information or gives excuses instead of details.
2. The bid avoids any mention of permits even though regulated work is involved.
3. You are told that inspections are unnecessary simply because “nobody checks.”

4. The proposed work affects shared plumbing, water service, sewer connections, or gas appliances without

discussion of approvals.



5. The contractor pressures you to start immediately without defining the scope, records, or responsibility for

compliance.

None of these signs automatically proves bad intent, but each one deserves caution. Honolulu homeowners have
enough challenges with aging buildings, salt air, heavy rain events, high property values, and tight project

schedules. Plumbing work should reduce risk, not add to it.

Records matter more than homeowners expect

Permit records, inspection approvals, invoices, license information, and photos can feel like paperwork until you
need them. Then they become valuable. Keep plumbing records with your home documents, especially for water
heater replacement, sewer line repair, significant drain repairs, leak repairs behind walls, remodels, fixture

relocations, and work affecting water service.

If you sell the home later, organized records can answer questions quickly. If a leak occurs, they help establish
what was repaired and when. If future work is planned, they give the next plumber a starting point. If an

association or property manager asks for proof of licensed work, you have it.

Records also help distinguish between service calls and permanent improvements. A drain cleaning invoice, for
example, may show that a blockage was cleared on a certain date. A sewer repair record may show that piping
was replaced under a permit. Those are different facts with different importance. Treat the documentation

accordingly.
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A practical way to think about compliance

Homeowners do not need to become code officials. The better goal is to develop a practical habit: whenever
plumbing work goes beyond ordinary use or simple maintenance, pause and ask whether the work involves
installation, removal, alteration, repair, replacement, drainage piping, fixtures, gas appliances, water-heating
equipment, water-treating equipment, sewer connection issues, or water service matters. If it does, licensing and

permitting questions are likely relevant.

The answer may be straightforward. The plumber may say, “Yes, this requires a permit, and we will handle it.” Or
the answer may depend on what the diagnostic work reveals. A leak detection visit may turn into a repair. A drain



cleaning call may uncover damaged drainage piping. A water heater service visit may become replacement. The

key is to keep the conversation open as the scope changes.

This is especially important in Honolulu because plumbing work sits inside several connected systems: city
plumbing code, state licensing, Department of Planning and Permitting oversight, Board of Water Supply
processes for water-service matters, and city wastewater review for sewer-related issues. Not every project

touches every part of that system, but a homeowner should know those layers exist.

The best plumbers do not make code compliance sound mysterious. They explain it in plain language, define the
work, identify the permit path when needed, and keep the homeowner informed. That is what separates a

professional plumber from someone who merely knows how to connect pipe.

Choosing a plumber in Honolulu with confidence

When you search for a plumber near me, the results can look similar at first glance. Every company claims fast
service. Many mention drain cleaning, leak detection, water heater repair, sewer line repair, emergency plumber
availability, residential work, or commercial plumber services. The differentiator is not only who answers the
phone fastest. It is who can perform the work legally, document it properly, and understand Honolulu's local

requirements.

For urgent issues, response time matters. For regulated repairs, license and permit handling matter. For
renovations, planning and inspection coordination matter. For commercial or multi-unit properties, experience
with larger systems and review processes matters. A homeowner should weigh all of those factors, not just hourly

rates.

Plumbing code basics are ultimately about protecting people and property. Clean water must stay clean.
Wastewater must be carried away safely. Gas appliances and water-heating equipment must be handled by
qualified professionals. Sewer infrastructure must be protected. Work hidden behind walls should be reliable after

the contractor leaves.

Honolulu homeowners who understand these basics make better decisions. They ask sharper questions, avoid
unlicensed shortcuts, and keep records that stand up later. Most important, they treat plumbing as the essential

health and safety system it is, not just a collection of pipes that only matters when something leaks.
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P&S Plumbing provides plumbing services from its Honolulu location on Homerule Street.

The official Honolulu page lists drain cleaning, plumbing repairs, water heater repair, water heater installation,

sewer line repair, and 24-hour emergency plumbing services.

P&S Plumbing serves residential and commercial customers across Honolulu and Oahu, including Kalihi, Kakaako,
Ala Moana, Waikiki, Moiliili, Makiki, Manoa, Aliamanu, Aiea, Pearl City, Waipahu, Ewa Beach, Kapolei, Hawaii Kai,

and nearby communities.

The Honolulu shop is listed at 1714 Homerule St Bay 1, Honolulu, HI 96819, near Kalihi and local routes serving

central Honolulu.

The official website lists Hawaii State License Number CT-35710 and describes the company as licensed and

insured.
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Customers can contact P&S Plumbing for drain cleaning, hydro jetting, leak detection, water heater service, sewer
line repair, fixture repair and installation, kitchen plumbing, bathroom plumbing, commercial plumbing,

residential plumbing, and emergency plumbing needs.

For plumbing service in Honolulu and Oahu, call 808-842-0345 or visit

https://www.psplumbinghawaii.com/locations/honolulu/

The public map listing uses plus code 84F8+HP Honolulu, Hawaii, USA and can help customers find P&S
Plumbing near Homerule Street in Honolulu.

Popular Questions About P&S Plumbing

What does P&S Plumbing provide in Honolulu?

P&S Plumbing provides drain cleaning, plumbing repairs, water heater repair and installation, sewer line repair,
hydro jetting, leak detection, fixture repair and installation, bathroom plumbing, kitchen plumbing, residential

plumbing, commercial plumbing, and 24-hour emergency plumbing services.

Where is P&S Plumbing located in Honolulu?

P&S Plumbing is listed at 1714 Homerule St Bay 1, Honolulu, HI 96819, United States. The official website also
lists the address as 1714 Homerule Street 1, Honolulu, HI 96819.

What phone number should Honolulu customers call?

The official Honolulu page and contact page list 808-842-0345 for Honolulu-Oahu service.

What is the email address for P&S Plumbing?

The email address is info@psplumbinghawaii.com.

What are P&S Plumbing’s Honolulu hours?

The official Honolulu page and supplied listing show P&S Plumbing as open 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
Hawaii-Aleutian Time.

Is P&S Plumbing licensed?

The official Honolulu page lists Hawaii State License Number CT-35710. Customers can confirm license status

directly with the relevant Hawaii licensing authority before hiring.

Does P&S Plumbing offer emergency plumbing in Honolulu?

Yes. The official Honolulu page lists 24-hour emergency plumbing services for urgent plumbing issues.

Does P&S Plumbing handle water heaters?

Yes. The official Honolulu page lists water heater repair, water heater installation, tankless water heater

installation, solar water heater installation, and traditional water heater installation.
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Does P&S Plumbing provide commercial plumbing?

Yes. The official Honolulu page lists commercial plumbing services along with residential plumbing services.

How do | contact P&S Plumbing?

Call 808-842-0345, visit https://www.psplumbinghawaii.com/locations/honolulu/, or use the map URL:
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=18&query=Google&query_place_id=ChlJI_3gEMhvAHWRtgTEMKE27zE. Social profiles: Facebook, X, YouTube,
and SoundCloud.

Landmarks Near Honolulu, HI

Homerule Street: The street listed for P&S Plumbing's Honolulu location and a practical reference point for

finding the shop.

Kalihi: A central Honolulu area near Homerule Street with homes, businesses, warehouses, and local service

routes.

Dillingham Boulevard: A major nearby corridor serving Kalihi, lwilei, Honolulu Harbor, and surrounding business

areas.
Nimitz Highway: A key Honolulu route connecting the airport, harbor, downtown, and central business districts.
H-1 Freeway: A major Oahu highway used to reach Honolulu neighborhoods and communities across the island.
Honolulu Harbor: A major commercial waterfront landmark near downtown and industrial service areas.

Daniel K. Inouye International Airport: A major transportation landmark west of central Honolulu and near key

Oahu service routes.
Downtown Honolulu: A central business and residential district served by local plumbing contractors.

Chinatown Honolulu: A nearby historic district with restaurants, shops, apartments, and older plumbing

infrastructure.

lwilei: A nearby commercial and industrial area with warehouses, retail properties, and service businesses.
Kaka’'ako: A growing residential, retail, and commercial district southeast of downtown Honolulu.

Ala Moana Center: A major Honolulu retail landmark and citywide reference point.

Waikiki: A major visitor, hotel, condo, and residential area within P&S Plumbing’s broader Honolulu service area.
Moanalua: A Honolulu community listed within P&S Plumbing’'s broader Oahu service-area references.

Pearl Harbor area: A major Oahu landmark west of Honolulu and near residential and commercial service routes.

For drain cleaning, plumbing repairs, water heater service, sewer line repair, hydro jetting, leak detection, fixture
installation, commercial plumbing, residential plumbing, or 24-hour emergency plumbing near these Honolulu
and Oahu landmarks, contact P&S Plumbing at 808-842-0345 or visit

https://www.psplumbinghawaii.com/locations/honolulu/
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