
Keeping Your Cool: What to Know About Air
Conditioning Service

When Your AC Needs Attention
Air conditioners work hard during the hottest months. They pull warm air from inside your
home, pass it over cold coils filled with refrigerant, and blow the cooled air back through your
ducts. Over time, this process takes a toll. Dust collects on the coils, refrigerant levels can drop,
and moving parts wear down. Without regular care, a system that once kept your house
comfortable may start struggling to keep up.

Most people notice the signs slowly. The air coming from the vents feels less cold. The unit
runs longer cycles without reaching the thermostat setting. Or strange noises come from the
outdoor condenser. These are hints that something is off. Ignoring them usually leads to a
bigger breakdown later, often on the hottest day of the year. That is when you really want a
system you can count on.

What Happens During a Checkup
A thorough air conditioning service involves more than just spraying off the outside unit. A
technician typically starts by checking the air filter. A dirty filter restricts airflow, making the
system work harder and use more energy. They will clean or replace it if needed. Next comes
the evaporator coil, the part inside the house that gets cold. Dust and grime on the coil insulate
it, reducing its ability to absorb heat. Cleaning it restores efficiency.

The condenser coil outside also needs attention. Leaves, grass clippings, and dirt can block
airflow across the coil. If the condenser cannot release heat, the system cannot cool
effectively. The technician will clean the fins and check that the fan motor is running smoothly.
They also inspect the refrigerant lines for leaks. Low refrigerant not only hurts cooling but can
damage the compressor over time.
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Electrical connections get checked too. Loose wires or worn contacts can cause intermittent
operation or safety hazards. The technician will tighten connections and look for signs of
overheating. They may also measure the voltage and current draw to confirm the system is
within normal ranges. Finally, they check the condensate drain. A clogged drain can cause
water to back up inside the unit, leading to moisture problems or even water damage in your
home.
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Signs You Should Call for Service
Not every issue needs a professional right away, but some problems clearly do. If you hear a
grinding or squealing noise from the indoor unit, the blower motor bearings may be failing.
That is not something you can fix yourself. If the outdoor unit sounds louder than usual, the
compressor might be struggling. Ice forming on the refrigerant lines in summer usually means
a leak or a restriction in the system.

Another sign is uneven cooling. If one room stays warm while others are comfortable, there
may be a problem with the ductwork or the system's ability to balance airflow. High humidity
inside the house even when the AC is running can also point to an issue. Air conditioners
remove moisture as they cool, so if the humidity feels sticky, the system may not be running
long enough or the coils may not be cold enough.

Rising energy bills without a change in usage can also suggest your AC is losing efficiency. A
system that runs longer and harder to meet the same demand uses more electricity. Catching
problems early with regular air conditioning service can prevent that slow drift toward higher
costs.

What You Can Do Between Visits
Some maintenance tasks are simple and safe for homeowners. Changing or cleaning the air
filter every month during cooling season makes a big difference. A clean filter keeps airflow
high and reduces strain on the fan. You can also keep the area around the outdoor unit clear.
Trim back bushes, remove leaves, and make sure nothing blocks the airflow. Even a few inches
of clearance helps.

Check the condensate drain line if you can reach it. A slow drip is normal, but if water pools
around the unit or the drain line looks clogged, you can sometimes clear it with a stiff brush or
a shop vac. Just be careful not to damage the line. Also, look at the insulation on the
refrigerant lines where they enter the house. If the foam insulation is cracked or missing, the
lines can sweat and cause moisture problems.

Set your thermostat to a reasonable temperature when you are home, and raise it when you are
away. The smaller the difference between indoor and outdoor temperatures, the less your
system has to work. This is not a fix for a broken system, but it helps your equipment last
longer between professional visits.

When to Replace Instead of Repair
There comes a point when repairing an old system no longer makes sense. Most air
conditioners last between ten and fifteen years with proper care. After that, parts become



harder to find, and efficiency drops. If your unit uses R-22 refrigerant, which is being phased
out, repairs will become increasingly expensive as supplies shrink.

Another factor is the cost of the repair itself. A general rule is that if a repair costs more than
half the price of a new system, replacement is usually the better choice. Newer units also run
more efficiently, so your monthly energy bills will be lower. That can offset some of the upfront
cost over time. If your system breaks down more than once in a season, it may be telling you
something.

When you do decide to replace, look for a system with a high seasonal energy efficiency ratio,
or SEER. Higher SEER ratings mean better efficiency. But efficiency is not the only thing to
consider. The system must be properly sized for your home. A unit that is too large will short-
cycle, turning on and off too often, which wastes energy and wears out the compressor. A unit
that is too small will run constantly and still not keep up. A professional load calculation is the
right way to get the size correct.

Staying Ahead of Problems
Regular attention to your cooling system can prevent most emergencies. The goal is to catch
small issues before they become big ones. A refrigerant leak that is caught early can be fixed
for a reasonable cost. Left alone, it can destroy the compressor, which is the most expensive
part to replace. Similarly, a dirty coil that is cleaned each year will keep efficiency high, while
one left for several seasons may require chemical cleaning or even replacement.

Some people wait until the system stops working to call for help. That approach often leads to
a rushed decision and a higher bill. Planning ahead and scheduling a checkup in the spring
gives you time to compare options and get the work done on your schedule. It also means the
technician can address problems before the peak season rush, when everyone wants service
at the same time.

For those who own older homes with original equipment, it is worth knowing what you have. If
the system uses a type of refrigerant that is no longer produced, you may want to plan for a
replacement before a leak forces the issue. A technician can tell you what refrigerant your unit
uses and what your options are.

If you are looking for a reliable company to handle your cooling needs, American Energy
Supply, Co. at 1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061 can be reached at (610) 494-4874 for
more information about their services.


