Popcorn ceilings had their moment. They concealed framing flaws, dulled echoes, and would be sprayed simply
throughout massive housing advancements. Decades later, such a lot house owners see them as dated, filth
retaining, and laborious to smooth. The exact news is that a fresh, smooth ceiling is within attain, and it on the
whole makes a full room believe brighter and more spacious. The much less cheerful information is that ceilings
are unforgiving. Light glances off the airplane and displays each and every trowel mark and seam. Removing
texture, repairing the substrate, and producing a tremendous end is tedious work that rewards endurance and

authentic process.

As a portray contractor who has lived by means of a whole lot of these initiatives, | can say the ceiling mostly sets
the tone for the leisure of the home. Done properly, it disappears. Done poorly, it distracts you on every occasion
the sunlight shifts.

What popcorn texture hides, and why that matters

Popcorn texture in most cases masks floor themes. Builders in the 60s by using the 90s used it to hurry
manufacturing and bury small flaws devoid of full-size drywall finishing. When you eliminate it, you could
uncover seams with basically a quickly tape coat, nail pops, or uneven framing telegraphing due to the board. In
older residences, we repeatedly see vast seams in which lid forums meet, or drips from past leaks that had been

sprayed over.

You should always count on some drywall restoration once the popcorn is gone. A qualified team budgets time
and parts for skim coating, fastener reset, and joint reinforcement. The function is just not to make the ceiling
acceptable under studio lighting fixtures, but to satisfy a conclude ordinary true for residential spaces, most
commonly referred to as a Level four or Level five end relying on design reason and light publicity. If your ceiling
sits beneath wide south facing home windows or makes use of wall washers, we counsel a better degree of end

and a flat or ultra flat paint to govern glare.

Safety first, inclusive of asbestos considerations

The elephant within the room is asbestos. Many popcorn ceilings installed ahead of the early to mid 1980s used
asbestos fibers as a binder. Some stock and regional substances lingered later. Do not bet. A essential lab

examine gets rid of doubt and fees little when put next to the assignment.

A respectable company of ceiling portray amenities will assistance arrange 0.33 birthday party sampling. A
technician lightly mists a small location, scrapes a pattern into a bag, labels the region, then sends it to an
accepted lab. Turnaround is also comparable day or forty eight hours. If the result is beneficial, licensed
abatement is required in maximum jurisdictions. That method makes use of complete containment, terrible air,
really good PPE, and appropriate disposal. It is greater pricey, yet this is the in basic terms defensible route. If

negative, everyday elimination practices observe.

Also take note lead paint in adjoining trim if you are doing broader inside painting services and products at the
equal time, especially in residences built prior to 1978. While ceilings are regularly drywall and latex, adjacent
substances many times are not. Professional space painters deliver the fitting certifications and keep on with

containment legislation, which protects your kin and the crew.
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The superior neighborhood portray contractors do no longer wager from pics. A thorough estimate go to clarifies
scope and prevents surprises. Expect the estimator to deliver a moisture meter and a sturdy raking gentle. They
deserve to look at various for leaks round lavatories, HVAC deliver registers that rusted, and historical upkeep
where the tape is starting to fail. In a 12 via 15 bed room, you would see five to 15 fastener pops that desire reset
and patch. In kitchens and baths, steam can weaken joint compound at the fringe wherein partitions and ceiling

meet.

A written estimate breaks out removing, repairs, priming, portray, and cleanup. Some enterprises mix ceiling work
with different indoors painting facilities, such as wall painting amenities or trim portray products and services, to
decrease setup and mobilization costs. If your timeline makes it possible for, bundling relevant work could be

extra green than calling separate crews later.

Preparation and containment make or destroy the job

Popcorn removing is moist, messy, and now not anything to effort with out exact safety for your house. Furniture
may still be moved out or wrapped and sealed. Vents are masked off. Fixtures and lovers come down. Crews line
flooring with rosin paper underneath heavy accountability poly to preclude tears, then create continual plastic
sheeting that drapes ground to ceiling. If there is quandary about dirt distribution, unfavorable air machines with

HEPA filters preserve mild rigidity changes that avert debris within the work region.

A professional workforce stages the space like they plan to depart it cleaner than they stumbled on it. That
approach matters. We log in which paintings and fixtures move, label electrical plate screws in small zip luggage,

and maintain closet content whilst ceilings maintain within. Small behavior keep time and friction.
Here is a brief readiness checklist we percentage with customers the day before we start:

* Take wall paintings down and save it flat in which you'll be able to. We can help with full-size items, however

planning ahead prevents surprises.
* Clear room surfaces and get rid of fragile goods from dressers, nightstands, and open shelving.

® Secure pets faraway from the work area. We open and shut doors most commonly, and compounds desire

time to dry.
* Reserve parking for one or two trucks near the doorway for gear and resources.

e |f we're running close a loo, set apart essentials in another space for the day.

Removal ways that respect the substrate

The traditional approach is rainy scraping. We mist a achievable segment, allow the texture to hydrate for quite a
few mins, then use a wide blade to glide throughout the floor. The trick is to wet adequate to unlock the feel
without saturating the paper face of the drywall. On a typical trendy ceiling, it is easy to circulate often with

minimum gouging.

Painted popcorn complicates elimination because the paint seals the feel. You will nonetheless get it off, but it
takes extra soak time and careful drive. On the toughest circumstances, we change to a two pass means, first
shaving the peaks dry with a pointy blade to thin the texture, then rewetting and scraping. Chemical softeners
exist, however we infrequently use them given that overspray can stain adjoining finishes and the reside time

slows production.

Some ceilings are not decent candidates for complete removal. In modified garages with low grade board or lids

with excessive nail pops and fractured tape, a skim coat with joint compound over the intact however flattened



texture can create a new surface. It provides weight and drying cycles, but it would be the so much stable course.
Encapsulation, the place we top and paint the popcorn with out elimination, remains an selection if asbestos tests
constructive and abatement is out of funds. It is absolutely not the aesthetic maximum americans desire, but it's a

official stopgap in rentals and for home owners making plans a future rework.

Repairs that flip a tough lid right into a tender plane

Once the feel is gone, flaws appear like constellations in headlamp mild. We run a magnet to to find neglected
fasteners and reset any that experience subsidized out, then add screws along joists where rocking occurs. Seams
get reinforced with paper or fiberglass mesh tape if common tape is unfastened. For deeper voids, we delivery
with a environment class compound that treatment plans hard within 20 to 90 minutes relying on the product. It

shrinks much less, meaning fewer passes earlier than a ultimate topping compound to feather the edges.

Skim coating is an element craft, aspect persistence. We choose wider knives in the moment and third coats to
save the plane consistent, then sand with a pole sander hooked up to HEPA extraction. The finer your lighting,
the more these steps count number. On vaulted ceilings, the attitude of easy could be brutal. In these rooms, we

repeatedly add a closing tight skim and sand returned to achieve a Level 5 end.

Corners deserve special consciousness. That little shadow line where partitions meet the ceiling could make a
room seem to be crisp or sloppy. We rerun nook tape where essential and instrument the joint so that paint later

bridges cleanly devoid of ridges.

Priming that locks the surface, painting that disappears

Primer just isn't an offer on a uncooked lid. It seals the porous floor and creates a uniform base so topcoats do
not flash. For new drywall or uncovered compound, a top first-class acrylic drywall primer outperforms
reasonable PVA in stain resistance and enamel. If you will have water stains, smoke residue, or kitchen grease, we
spot high with a shellac or oil dependent stain blocker earlier the overall leading. That prevents yellowing

bleeding thru your contemporary coat six months later.

Application system concerns. We incessantly spray ceilings for the most uniform film construct, then again roll
with a lint unfastened curler whilst the paint is wet. This creates a good, even texture that hides minute variations.
In occupied homes where overspray possibility is top, we roll only. The conclude choice is extreme. Ceilings
glance ultimate in flat or extremely flat, which hides imperfections and decreases glare. In loos and kitchens,
washer-friendly matte or distinctiveness ceiling paints that withstand mold are shrewd. Our visit white shifts
reasonably by room. In a north going through bed room, a impartial but vibrant white lifts the distance. In a
sunny dwelling room, a hotter white avoids a medical feel. Color idea becomes reasonable for those who stand

within the space at the several times of day.

When walls get hold of a color exchange too, we recurrently paint ceilings first, then walls, then trim. That

sequence makes chopping traces sharper and speeds cleanup.

Special situations: prime, humid, and rough to reach

Tall or vaulted ceilings require staging and a team that respects gravity. We use portable scaffolding with locking
casters and planks other than pushing humanity to the boundaries of a step ladder. If you have open beam
ceilings, the plan ameliorations lower back. Sometimes we put off popcorn between beams and stain or paint the

beams themselves, which requires a different set of knowledge and products.



Bathrooms and kitchens drawback paint movies with steam and grease. After removing and repair, we preferable
with products that tolerate occasional condensation, then use topcoats classified for high humidity. Good
ventilation helps paint therapy excellent. Run exhaust fanatics and preserve the distance at a reasonable

temperature for as a minimum several days.

Stairwells and tight hallways carry complex angles. We use angled poles and adjustable swivel frames to retain
rollers flat to the floor. Some ceilings maintain into closets wherein shelving tightens get right of entry to.

Deciding whether or not to come with these areas at the equal time prevents bizarre transitions.

How long it takes and what it costs

Timelines rely on length, condition, and drying cycles. For a prevalent 12 by way of 15 bedroom with eight foot
ceilings, a two particular person crew can in the main comprehensive non asbestos popcorn removing, upkeep,
priming, and two finish coats in two to three days. Day one handles setup and removal. Day two covers
maintenance and priming. Day three is for faded sanding between coats and final paint, plus cleanup. Add a day
if heavy skim coating is required or humidity slows drying. Entire homes ranging from 1,500 to 2,500 square feet

take about per week with a 3 particular person workforce, assuming regular prerequisites and great access.

Costs fluctuate by vicinity and complexity. As a broad selection, non asbestos popcorn elimination and repaint
may run 2 to 4 greenbacks in line with rectangular foot of ceiling for honest spaces. Heavily painted popcorn,
high ceilings, challenging lighting, and sizeable maintenance push that higher, regularly to five or 6 money in line
with sq. foot. If asbestos is present and also you prefer licensed abatement, the removal part on my own can
exceed the ones figures, then familiar finishing follows. Ask your portray provider close me to interrupt painting

contractor out line gifts so you see wherein the payment is going. Clarity builds consider.

Why appoint legit inner painters for ceilings

Ceilings punish shortcuts. Pros deliver the appropriate instruments, however also the adventure to comprehend

while to sluggish down. A few examples stand out.

* They manage moisture actually all over removing, conserving the paper face intact so seams do not bubble

later.

They pale the work floor at low angles to seize main issue regions prior to paint locks them in.

They opt primers and topcoats that in good shape the room'’s needs, not just what is on sale.

® They run containment nicely and smooth up on a daily basis so your private home is still livable.

They stand in the back of the work with a assurance which means anything.

Beyond approach, authentic space painters have the labor capability to end rooms in series so you will not be
residing less than plastic for a month. Good neighborhood portray offerings additionally coordinate with

electricians while new fixtures are going in, which avoids scraping round contemporary installations.

What to invite in the event you are comparing contractors

Finding residential painting features you believe starts with transparent questions. Five that count extra than fee

on my own:

® Are you authorized and insured, and could you give certificate?


http://query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch/?action=click&contentCollection&region=TopBar&WT.nav=searchWidget&module=SearchSubmit&pgtype=Homepage#/painting%20contractor
http://query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch/?action=click&contentCollection&region=TopBar&WT.nav=searchWidget&module=SearchSubmit&pgtype=Homepage#/painting%20contractor

* What is your plan if asbestos is located in my popcorn ceiling?

* How do you shelter floors, vents, and adjacent rooms at some stage in removal?

e Which primer and paint structures do you recommend for my genuine rooms, and why?
* What does your guaranty conceal, and how do you address punch checklist products?

Look for answers with substance, no longer slogans. If a contractor should not describe their containment plan or
product possible choices in undeniable language, save finding. When you lookup reliable portray expertise close
to me or house painters near me, read past superstar scores. Ask for pics of ceilings beneath angled mild. That

reveals the properly conclude high quality.

Coordinating ceiling paintings with other painting services

Many valued clientele take the chance to refresh extra than the ceiling. If walls, trim, doorways, and cabinets are
due, bundling saves cash on account that you pay for setup as soon as. Office painting prone and commercial
painting expertise most commonly stick to the same common sense. If commercial enterprise hours decrease get
admission to, a group can stage ceiling work over a weekend, then go back at evening for partitions and trim,
which minimizes disruption. Professional outside painters every so often agenda small indoors projects like
ceilings at some point of shoulder seasons whilst weather is unpredictable, that could risk-free higher lead

instances.

A full provider contractor may also maintain appropriate requests, consisting of cabinet painting functions, fence
painting companies for backyard refreshes, or door portray services and products for entry enhancements. While

the ones do not contact popcorn removal, the similar attention to prep interprets into longer lasting results.

Living as a result of the undertaking with no shedding your mind

There is a rhythm to these jobs. Day one is loud and messy, then the distance begins to seem worse as repairs
dry. By the conclusion of day two, primer ties the patchwork in combination and morale rises. Final coats carry
comfort. Plan your week around that timeline. Sleep in different places the primary nighttime if a bedroom is
under plastic. Keep pets behind two doors from the work sector. If you earn a living from home, negotiate quiet

windows for calls. Crews can often shift to sanding or covering at assured occasions and paint later.



Ventilation topics. Expect a few scent from primers and paints, even from top rate low VOC lines. We run lovers to
substitute air devoid of pushing airborne dirt and dust round. If you are sensitive, talk products ahead of time.

There are high-quality 0 VOC recommendations that still provide the durability you want.

What the finish ought to seem to be, and the way to store it that way

A advantageous ceiling appears uneventful. Under common mild it may want to learn as a steady plane, no
flashing, no roller strains, no shadow ridges at seams. At evening, under sharp aspect mild, you could possibly
see minor undulations in old framing. That is popular. We are operating with a procedure built decades ago, not

a concrete slab.

Let brand new paint cure. It feels dry inside of hours, but complete remedy can take in to 30 days. Avoid washing
or spot scrubbing at some point of that interval. If a bug wanders across and leaves a mark, go away it for a
week. Once cured, flat ceiling paints withstand easy dusting with a microfiber pad. If you had previous water
intrusion, restore the source sooner than painting, now not after, and preserve an eye fixed at the space for about

a months. Stains that reappear are most likely active moisture.

Touch usaon flat ceilings combination effectively once you use the same batch and tool. Keep a quart categorised

with room and date. If you turn to a alternative sheen or product later, even the similar colour can flash.

A be aware on industrial spaces

Commercial painters near me get many calls from workplaces with acoustic tile or painted popcorn in hallways.
The Stanford painting services reviews ambitions range from residential initiatives. Time on website online is
tighter, ceilings are larger, and fire codes can have effects on product picks. Office painting services place
confidence in raise machinery and stale hour shifts. Some customers opt for to update ancient texture with new
acoustic solutions rather than skim and paint. A incredible industrial painting prone supplier will stroll you due to

possibilities that stability acoustics, durability, and finances.

Choosing the desirable partner

Whether you might be skimming a single bed room or updating an entire dwelling house, ceiling paintings is a
communication approximately ideas and collection. The fantastic certified portray contractor near me will now
not just quote a expense. They will map the route, explain trade offs, and produce the staff and area to execute. If
you desire a clear-cut refresh, they may steer you to a long lasting flat end and a practical agenda. If you prefer a
mag gentle Level five lid below observe lighting, they're going to plan for more passes, extra sanding, and a

properly tier coating formulation. That readability at the start out prevents haggling at the finish.

If you are establishing your seek, use terms like preferable painting corporate close me, pro inside painters, or
regional painting contractors after which make sure with a site visit and questions that probe technique. The right
team will make the popcorn removing and repaint think less like a construction undertaking and greater like a

reset. You will look up, no longer simply because whatever bothers you, yet because the room at last feels true.
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