The Dodgers and Padres rivalry is heating up as September rolls in. With a playoff race on the line and both teams
jockeying for position in the NL West, every matchup counts. If you want to approach this exciting MLB matchup
armed with insight rather than just gut feeling, there are key aspects to focus on. This Dodgers pregame checklist
will help you study the matchups meaningfully before the first pitch.

Where to Track Real-Time Updates: OddsTrader & MLB.com

Before delving into specific factors, it's worth noting how to gauge the dynamic landscape of game odds and MLB

news:

* Oddstrader: An excellent tool for real-time offshore odds on Dodgers-Padres games. It offers constantly

updating lines that reflect sharp money flow and injury news.

® MLB.com: The official source for key roster announcements. For example, outfielder Shohei Ohtani is expected

back in the lineup on September 23, which can tilt future NL matchups.

Unlike scraped text snippet sites, neither Oddstrader nor MLB.com focus on ticket prices, betting lines or

product pricing, which is a common mistake fans and bettors make when analyzing game info. Instead, they zero

in on the baseball-specific data and news you want.

Dodgers vs Padres Preview: MLB Matchup Factors to Watch

Let's break down the key factors critical to understanding what's really happening in this intense divisional
showdown.

1. Confirmed Starter vs Probable Starter

One of the first things to check is whether the starting pitcher announced is actually locked in or merely probable.

Pitchers may be scratched hours before game time due to bullpen availability, minor aches, or weather concerns.



For the Dodgers pregame checklist, here's what you want to find out:

* Confirmed Starter: Has the Dodgers manager or the Padres announced the starter definitively? For example,

if Tony Gonsolin is named hours in advance, that helps set expectations.

* Probable Starter: Closely monitor for updates. At times, Dodgers or Padres may list a probable starter like

Joe Musgrove but switch to a bullpen day or another arm during the day.

Sometimes MLB.com'’s official lineup release is the best source, combined with reporters’ beat notes for late

scratches.

2. Starter Workload and Pitch Count Context

Pitch counts are an invaluable window into how effective the starter is, as well as the bullpen’s expected usage.
Given how precious Dodgers and Padres bullpens are (often considered MLB's best depth-wise), knowing how

many pitches the starter threw in recent starts is key.
Consider these points on workload and pitch count:

* Has the starter logged high pitch counts or shorter outings in previous games? A heavy workload could mean
limited innings tonight.
® |s the starter coming off an injury or down stretch of starts that may reduce their stamina?

* How does the depth of bullpen usage in previous days influence this game’s strategy? Dodgers, for example,

tend to rely on closer Kenley Jansen or setup man Blake Treinen when starters exit early.

Pitch counts can be tracked on official MLB logs or trusted beat reports giving pitch by pitch recaps.

3. Lineup Construction and Rest Days

Manager Dave Roberts (Dodgers) and Bob Melvin (Padres) always juggle rest days strategically in September to
keep key players fresh for the postseason. Noticing how the lineup is constructed each day reveals if core players

are rested or playing full tilt.
Areas to focus on:

* Are key hitters like Mookie Betts, Freddie Freeman, or Manny Machado sitting out for rest?



® Are rookies or bench bats given opportunity due to back-to-back games?

® |s the lineup optimized to maximize platoon advantages? Dodgers often use a left-right balance to counter

Padres’ pitching.

® Special note: With Shohei Ohtani's return looming on September 23, watch how Angels’ presence impacts

Padres pitching strategy across the division.

4. Platoon Splits and Handedness

Baseball is a game of matchups, and platoon splits remain some of the most actionable data. Knowing batter

versus pitcher handedness advantages often means a difference between success and failure.
Consider these:

® |s the Dodgers' lineup stacked with left-handed hitters against a righty starter from the Padres?

* Conversely, does the Padres starter throw from the left side and get ground balls limiting Dodgers’ power

bats?

* When looking at bullpen arms potentially entering late, check their splits against key Dodgers and Padres
hitters.

* Use MLB.com or Statcast to access sprint-speed, batted ball profiles, and platoon stats before the game.

Table: Sample Dodgers vs Padres Pregame Checklist

Factor Questions to Ask Where to Check Starter Status Confirmed or probable? Any late scratches? MLB.com
lineups, Beat reports Starter Workload Recent pitch counts & innings? Injury status? MLB Game Logs, PitchFx
Lineup Construction Who is rested? Bench players in? Platoon mix? Official lineups, Twitter beat reporters Platoon
Splits Bats vs pitchers handedness? Bullpen left-right matchups? MLB.com splits, Statcast Real-Time Odds How are
offshore odds moving? Sharp bets? Oddstrader

Final Thoughts: Using Your Dodgers Pregame Checklist

A true baseball fan or analyst knows that what you see on scoreboard isn't the whole story. The Dodgers vs
yoshinobu yamamoto pitch count Padres rivalry is layered with strategic moves, lineup chess, and pitching science.
By paying attention to confirmed versus probable starters, starter pitch counts, rest day lineup construction, and

platoon/matchups, you gain an edge in understanding the game before it begins.

Use Oddstrader to monitor shifting real-time odds as news breaks, and check MLB.com early on for critical injury
and lineup updates. Avoid relying on incomplete or scraped data that list ticket prices or product pricing instead of

baseball factors — those don't affect on-field results.

Follow this pregame checklist and your Dodgers-Padres preview will be sharp, data-driven, and ready for fast-

changing September baseball drama.


https://dodgerblue.com/dodgers-pregame-information-that-shapes-each-matchup/2026/09/24/

