When Liverpool looks for answers to fill the sizeable void left by Mohamed Salah’s astonishing output, two names
stand out: Alexander Isak and Cody Gakpo. Both arrivals come with expectations—big ones. The pressure to
deliver goals consistently at a club like Liverpool is enormous, not least because of the price tags involved, the
need for reliable finishing, and the constant threat of injury disrupting form. So, which of these forwards is the

more dependable striker to lead Liverpool's attack?

The Price Tag Pressure and Its Real Context

Let's start where everyone always does: the transfer fees. It's tempting to judge players solely on price, but as

someone who's always sanity-checked these numbers against expectations, here's the deal.

e Alexander Isak arrived with a hefty fee, reflecting his pedigree and previous performances in La Liga and

Bundesliga.

¢ Cody Gakpo's

These fees set a baseline of expectation. Liverpool are paying for goal threat and consistency, not developmental

projects. Price means pressure, especially since we're talking about replacing a world-class scorer like Salah.

Replacing Mohamed Salah’s Output: A Tall Order

Mohamed Salah’s goal output isn't just “good” — it's elite by any standard. In his peak Liverpool years:

® He scored between 20-30 league goals per season.

® Provided double-digit assists regularly.

* Maintained impressive consistency over multiple campaigns.

So, when Liverpool signs Isak or Gakpo, it's not just about "getting goals." It's about replicating or at least

approximating that level of production to give the team a consistent attacking threat.

Goals vs Goal Contributions: The Debate That Matters



People often get caught up in raw goal numbers without appreciating the broader context of contributions.

Goals are obviously the headline—but in a system like Liverpool's, goal contributions (goals + assists) tell a

fuller story about a striker’s involvement.

Using data from Flashscore, here's a quick comparison (note: these stats are based on latest available full seasons

before joining Liverpool):

Player Goals per 90 mins Assists per 90 mins Goal Contributions per 90 mins Minutes Played Alexander Isak 0.45
0.12 0.57 2400+ Cody Gakpo 0.39 0.21 0.60 2200+

Notice the subtle but telling difference: Gakpo edges in overall goal contributions despite Isak’s slightly better pure
goal rate. That assist count shows Gakpo's wider involvement in build-up and creating for teammates—an

underrated asset for Liverpool's dynamic front line.

Finishing Consistency: Who Converts When It Counts?

Finishing isn't just about raw numbers; it's about consistency and quality of chances converted. There is a

lurking myth that Isak is a raw finisher and Gakpo more of a creator—let's clear this up.

Looking closely at data from offshore platforms like Oddstrader that aggregate shooting stats and expected goals

(XG), here's the interpretation:
e Isak
* Gakpo

Simply put, if Liverpool needs a "pure finisher" to plug gaps in the box, Isak fits that bill. If they want a multi-

dimensional attacker capable of unlock plays and chip in with goals regularly, Gakpo offers added tactical flexibility.

Injury vs Availability: The Crucial Season Reset Factor

This is often where legions of stats and hype fail to provide a full picture. It's easy to wax lyrical about a player's

finishing or chance involvement—but what about how often they're actually on the pitch?
Both players have had their injury issues but Liverpool fans and analysts must note:

* lIsak’s record is marked by relatively fewer but sometimes longer injury spells that can disrupt

season rhythm.

* Gakpo has experienced minor knocks more frequently, potentially impacting sharpness though he

tends to return quicker.

Availability matters enormously in the Premier League's brutal calendar. Liverpool's best seasons under Klopp

feature reliable core players who can handle the demands — not just flashes of brilliance interrupted by injuries.

Checking via Flashscore's injury and minutes played logs, Isak averaged around 2400 minutes in his latest full
campaign (approx. 27 matches), whereas Gakpo was closer to 2200 minutes (about 25 matches). Not a huge gap

but enough to start factoring in isak target for liverpool reliability and durability.


https://www.tribalfootball.com/article/soccer-champions-league-exclusive-heskey-reveals-isak-s-minumum-target-says-barcola-must-hit-the-ground-running-97b078e3-df5e-4071-8cde-af6820f3e66e

e

Summary Table: Isak vs Gakpo at a Glance

Aspect Alexander Isak Cody Gakpo Transfer Fee (approx.) £60-70m £45-55m Goals per 90 mins 0.45 0.39 Assists
per 90 mins 0.12 0.21 Goal Contributions per 90 0.57 0.60 Injury Proneness Fewer but longer layoffs More
frequent minor knocks Playing Style Pure finisher, powerful in-box presence Creative, versatile attacking role

Suitability to Liverpool Target man to finish moves Team player with high work rate and creativity

Final Verdict: Who's More Reliable?

If we break down 'reliability’ into three pillars:

1. Finishing and goal contribution consistency
2. Availability and injury resilience

3. Ability to fit the tactical demands of Liverpool’s system

Gakpo slightly nudges ahead on holistic contributions and availability, given his wider attacking role and fewer

extended injury absences. He's also shown adaptability to Liverpool's pressing and positional demands faster.

Isak offers tantalising finishing potential and raw goal threats, but his streakiness and injury disruptions make him

a bit more of a gamble in someone tasked with replacing Salah’s ironman-like consistency.

That said, Liverpool's success might well hinge on how these two complement each other—or how Klopp shapes
the attack around whichever player becomes the focal point. The pressure to fill Salah’s boots is brutal, but with
clear-eyed analysis using tools like Flashscore and Oddstrader, fans and pundits alike can avoid lazy buzzwords

and focus on actual numbers, minutes, and context—exactly what a big club demands.

In conclusion, for regular Premier League grind and steady goal threat, Cody Gakpo edges the reliability contest.

But for moments when clinical finishing is king, Alexander Isak remains a lethal but higher-risk bet.

Let's hope Liverpool's front line is stocked with both types—because the Anfield crowd expects nothing less than

elite output and resilience season after season.



