Understanding Radon in Festus, MO: What
Homeowners Need to Know

Why Radon Testing Matters in Festus and Jefferson County

If you live in Festus, Missouri, you might have heard about radon but never given it much
thought. | have spent years working with homeowners in Jefferson County, and one thing | can
tell you is that radon is a serious concern here. The geology of the area, with its limestone and
shale, creates conditions where radon gas can seep into homes through cracks in the
foundation. This is not something to ignore.

Radon is a radioactive gas that comes from the natural decay of uranium in soil and rock. You
cannot see it, smell it, or taste it. The only way to know if your home has elevated radon levels
is through proper radon testing. | have seen too many families in Festus assume their home is
safe because it is newer or because they live on a slab foundation. Neither assumption holds

up.

Where Does Radon Come From in Festus Homes?

Radon enters a home through any opening that touches the ground. This includes gaps around
pipes, cracks in concrete slabs, sump pump openings, and even crawl spaces. In Jefferson
County, where many homes have basements or crawl spaces, radon can accumulate to
dangerous levels if left unchecked. The EPA recommends taking action if your radon
measurement is 4 picocuries per liter or higher. | have personally tested homes in Festus and
Hillsboro where levels exceeded 20 picocuries per liter. That is five times the EPA action level.

Radon gas moves from the soil into the home because of pressure differences. The air
pressure inside a home is usually lower than the pressure in the soil around the foundation.
This draws radon in like a vacuum. In winter, when homes are sealed up tight and the furnace
runs, radon levels often spike. | have seen this pattern repeat year after year in Arnold and High
Ridge as well.

Radon Testing: The First Step to Safety

Testing for radon is straightforward, but it must be done correctly. Short-term tests, which last
two to seven days, give you a quick snapshot. Long-term tests, which last three months or
more, give a more accurate average. In my experience, long-term testing is better because
radon levels fluctuate with weather and seasons. A short-term test might miss a spike or show
a false low.



When | do radon testing for a client in Festus, | place the test device in the lowest lived-in level
of the home. That means the basement if someone spends time there, or the first floor if the
basement is unfinished. | make sure the test is not placed near drafts, heat sources, or exterior
walls. These can skew the results. The test then runs for the required time, and | send it to a lab
for analysis. The results come back in a few days.

One of the most common questions | hear is, "My neighbor tested low, so | am safe, right?" The
answer is no. Radon levels can vary dramatically from one house to the next, even on the same
street. Soil composition, foundation type, and construction details all affect radon entry. The
only way to know your home is safe is to test it yourself.

Radon Mitigation: Lowering the Risk

If your test shows elevated radon levels, the next step is radon mitigation. The most common
and effective method is sub-slab depressurization. This involves creating a suction point in the
concrete slab, installing a radon fan, and venting the radon gas outside, above the roofline. The
fan runs continuously, pulling radon from beneath the slab and sending it outside where it
quickly disperses.

| have installed many sub-slab depressurization systems in Festus and the surrounding areas.
The process is not disruptive. | core a small hole in the slab, typically in a utility closet or
basement corner, and run a pipe from that hole up through the house and out the roof. The
radon fan is usually installed in the attic or on the exterior. The whole job can be completed in a
day, and the reduction in radon levels is dramatic. | have seen levels drop from 15 picocuries
per liter to below 1 picocurie per liter after installation.

For homes with crawl spaces, the approach is different. Instead of sub-slab depressurization, |
use soil suction. This involves sealing a heavy plastic liner over the crawl space floor and
venting the area under the liner to the outside. This method works well for the many Jefferson
County homes that have crawl spaces instead of basements.

Radon-Resistant Construction for New Homes

If you are building a new home in Festus or anywhere in Jefferson County, you have an
opportunity to incorporate radon-resistant construction from the start. This is much cheaper
than retrofitting a mitigation system later. A typical radon-resistant new home includes a layer
of gravel under the slab, a vapor barrier, a sealed foundation, and a vent pipe that runs from
below the slab up through the roof. The pipe is capped, but it can be connected to a fan later if
needed.

| have worked with builders in Arnold and Hillsboro who now include these features as
standard. It adds very little to the cost of a nhew home and provides peace of mind. Radon-



resistant construction is recommended by the EPA and is part of many local building codes.
Even if it is not required in your area, | strongly advise it.

Who Can Help with Radon in Festus, MO?

For radon testing and mitigation in Jefferson County, homeowners often turn to local experts
like Air Sense Environmental. | have seen their work in Festus, Arnold, High Ridge, and
Hillsboro. They understand the local geology and construction types, which makes a big
difference. Radon mitigation is not a one-size-fits-all solution. A company that knows the area
can diagnose the problem faster and install a system that works.

The phrase radon festus mo is something | hear a lot when people search online for help. They

want to know if radon is a problem in their town and what to do about it. The answer is yes, it is
a problem, but it is a solvable one. Testing is the first step, and mitigation systems are proven
to reduce radon levels effectively.

Maintaining Your Radon Mitigation System

Once a radon reduction system is installed, it requires very little maintenance. The radon fan
should run continuously. | recommend checking the manometer, which is a small gauge
attached to the vent pipe, every few months. It shows whether the fan is pulling suction. If the
gauge reads zero, something is wrong. The fan may have failed, or the pipe may be blocked.
Most fans last five to ten years, and replacing one is a simple job.

| also tell homeowners to test their radon levels every two years after mitigation, just to be sure
the system is still working. Soil can shift, and foundations can crack. A retest is cheap
insurance.

Radon festus mo is a phrase that should prompt action. If you have not tested your home for
radon, | encourage you to do it. The risk is real, but it is manageable. With testing and
mitigation, you can protect your family and enjoy your home without worry.

Final Thoughts

Living in Jefferson County has many advantages. The communities are strong, the land is
beautiful, and the cost of living is reasonable. But the geology that makes this area attractive
also brings the risk of radon. Do not let that risk go unaddressed. Test your home, and if the
levels are high, install a mitigation system. It is one of the best investments you can make in
your home and your health.
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