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Navigating the Polish Driving License Test: A Comprehensive Guide for
Expats and Locals

Obtaining a driving license is a considerable turning point, however doing so in Poland can feel especially
intimidating due to rigid regulations, low pass rates, and the language barrier for non-Polish speakers.
Nevertheless, with the right preparation and a clear understanding of the process, success is completely

attainable.

This comprehensive guide explores everything one needs to understand about taking the Polish driving license
test (Prawo jazdy), including requirements, the structure of the examinations, and suggestions for browsing the

system.

The Roadmap to Getting a Polish Driving License

Before sitting for any main tests, candidates should finish a number of administrative steps. Poland has a well-
defined pipeline managed by the regional provincial road traffic centers, referred to as WORD ( Wojewddzki

Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

Step-by-Step Prerequisites:
1. Obtain a PESEL Number: This is the Polish nationwide identification number, essential for signing up for the
examinations.

2. Medical Examination: A see to an authorized occupational health medical professional is needed to check

vision, hearing, and basic physical fitness.

3. Create a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowce): This is the Candidate Driver Profile. Applicants
send their medical certificate, a passport-sized picture, and ID to the local community workplace ( Urzqd

Miasta or Starostwo Powiatowe) to receive this special recognition code.

4. Driving School ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow - OSK): For a Category B (basic automobile) license,

conclusion of at least 30 hours of theoretical classes and 30 hours of useful driving is obligatory.

Part 1: The Theoretical Exam ( Egzamin Teoretyczny)

The theoretical exam is digital and takes place at the WORD center. It examines the applicant's understanding of

traffic laws, roadway signs, and emergency situation treatments.
While the test is traditionally in Polish, English and German speakers can request translation support when

signing up through their PKK.

Structure of the Theoretical Test

The examination utilizes a point-based system. Prospects have 25 minutes to answer 32 questions.
* Fundamental Module (20 concerns): General traffic guidelines, right of way, and speed limits.

© Scoring: 12 questions worth 3 points, 6 worth 2 points, 2 worth 1 point.



* Specialized Module (12 concerns): Category-specific rules (e.g., car security, eco-driving).
© Scoring: 6 concerns worth 3 points, 4 worth 2 points, 2 worth 1 point.

To pass, prospects should achieve a minimum of 68 out of 74 possible points.

Tips for Passing the Theory Exam:
¢ Use Official Question Banks: The examination questions are pulled directly from the official WORD
database ( Panstwowe Testy na Prawo Jazdy). Lots of apps enable users to practice the exact database.

¢ Understand the Logic: Don't just remember answers; comprehend why a specific maneuver has the right of

way.

* Mind the Clock: 25 minutes is plenty of time if prepared, however do not stay too long on challenging

concerns. Mark them and go back to them later.

Part 2: The Practical Exam ( Egzamin Praktyczny)

The practical examination is notoriously difficult, and Poland's death rates for Category B often hover around 30%
to 40% on the first effort. The test is divided into two parts: maneuvers on the WORD square ( plac manewrowy)

and driving in real traffic ( miasto).

Keep in mind for Foreigners: If taking the test in English, applicants must bring a certified sworn translator (
ttumacz przysiegty) authorized by the WORD center, unless the inspector speaks English (which is not
guaranteed).

Stage 1: The Maneuvering Yard

Before moving the vehicle, the kupno prawa jazdy candidate must successfully complete preliminary checks and

stationary maneuvers:

1. Vehicle Inspection: Randomly selected checks, such as determining fluid levels (brake fluid, coolant),

inspecting tire condition, and testing lights (high beams, signs, brake lights).
2. Starting Procedures: Adjusting the seat, mirrors, securing the seat belt, and examining doors.
3. Smooth Departure: Moving off from a flat surface without stalling.
4. Slalom: Driving forward and backwards through a designated serpentine course.

5. Hill Start ( tuk): Parking on an incline, holding the car with the handbrake, and moving on without rolling

backward more than 20 centimeters.

Phase 2: City Driving

When the backyard maneuvers are effectively completed, the examiner and prospect head out into real city
traffic. This stage lasts a minimum of 40 minutes.

The examiner will release commands regarding where to turn, park, and drive. They will also evaluate specific
skills:

Independent driving following navigation signs to a specific destination (for about 10-- 15 minutes).

® (Carrying out a U-turn.

Parallel, perpendicular, or angled parking.

¢ Navigating roundabouts, tram tracks, and pedestrian crossings.
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Summary of Exam Parameters

Examination Phase Format Period Passing Criteria Theory Computerized multiple-choice 25 minutes Min. 68/ 74
points Lawn (Practical) Vehicle checks & & physical maneuvers Approx. 10-- 15 minutes Zero vital errors City
(Practical) Driving in genuine city traffic Min. 40 minutes Absolutely no critical errors & & adherence to

guidelines

Typical Reasons for Failing the Practical Exam

Examiners in Poland are objective, however they adhere strictly to the safety rulebook. Stopping working the

practical exam normally occurs due to particular critical mistakes.

* Failing to Yield Right-of-Way: The primary reason for immediate failure. This uses to pedestrians at

crosswalks, cyclists, and other automobiles at intersections.

* Engine Stalling: Stalling as soon as may be forgiven if managed safely, but stalling consistently or in a

dangerous area (like the middle of a crossway) results in an unsuccessful test.

* Speeding or Driving Too Slowly: Exceeding the speed limitation by even a couple of kilometers per hour is

an instantaneous fail. Conversely, driving needlessly slowly can also be punished.
* Touching Cones: Hitting a cone during the lawn maneuvers (such as the hill start or slalom) ends the test

instantly.

¢ Traffic Sign Violations: Missing a stop sign ( STOP), ignoring a necessary turn, or driving in a bus lane.

Last Thoughts

The Polish driving license test is extensive, but it guarantees that freshly certified motorists have a high level of

proficiency and road kupno prawa jazdy awareness.
To make the most of the opportunities of passing:

1. Enroll in a reputable driving school with bilingual instructors if required.
2. Research study the main concern banks thoroughly for the theory test.
3. Take extra useful lessons if city driving feels overwhelming.

With persistence, consistent preparation, and a cool head behind the wheel, acquiring a Polish driving license is

an achievable goal that opens the open roads of Poland and the broader European Union.
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