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Medical cannabis is now prescribed under strict regulation in the UK, offering new hope to patients with certain
qualifying conditions. However, a common misunderstanding clouds the landscape: UK medical cannabis is not
“smoked”—it’s almost exclusively vaporised. Beyond that, if you’re considering treatment, comparing providers
isn’t as simple as price tags alone. Instead, you must weigh the full package: medication cost, clinical appointments,
and device purchase. Let’s break down exactly how to do this in a straightforward, transparent way.

Understanding UK Medical Cannabis: Vaporisation, Not Smoking
First things first: medical cannabis in the UK is vaporised, not smoked. This is critical because:

Smoking means burning plant material, which produces combustion by-products harmful to lungs.

Vaporisation heats cannabis oil or dried flower below combustion temperature, releasing active compounds
with fewer toxic by-products.

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) and National Health Service (NHS) recommend
vaporisation devices specifically designed for consistent, measured dosing. These devices form an integral part
of the treatment—not just a delivery method.

Combustion By-products vs. Vaporisation: What’s the Difference?

When cannabis is smoked, it generates:

Tar

Carbon monoxide

Other irritants linked to respiratory risk

Vaporisation reduces these substantially, offering a smoother, safer inhalation experience.

Factor Smoking Vaporisation Combustion By-products High Minimal Dosing Consistency Variable Consistent
Device Regulation None (illicit) Approved devices required



Why the Device Is Part of Your Treatment
Unlike traditional medicines that come in tablets or sprays, medical cannabis treatment in the UK almost always
requires a precise vaporiser device. This device:

1. Controls temperature to avoid combustion.

2. Delivers accurate dosing to help achieve symptom control without overuse.

3. Ensures repeatability across uses, critical for monitoring effectiveness.

Because of this, when price shopping or comparing providers, never ignore the device cost or quality. A cheap or
off-brand vaporiser might save money upfront but cause inconsistent dosing and impact your treatment
outcomes.

Are Devices Regulated?

Yes. Devices supplied as part of prescribed medical cannabis must meet medical device standards and be approved
for use. The General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) regulates community pharmacies whose staff may dispense
cannabis medicines and associated devices. This regulatory oversight ensures devices are:

Safe to use

Effective

Compatible with prescribed cannabis formulations

Pharmacy and Regulatory Oversight for Medical Cannabis Providers
Understanding who regulates your provider helps ensure you are dealing with trustworthy professionals:

Prescribers: Only doctors registered with the General Medical Council (GMC) can prescribe medical cannabis
in the UK.

Dispensers: Must be registered with the GPhC; pharmacies follow strict standards for handling controlled
medicines.

Providers: Clinics and suppliers offering medical cannabis often include prescribing and dispensing under one
roof, regulated under these professional frameworks.

Beware providers operating outside these regulatory bodies—they may pose risk to your safety and legal
standing.

Breaking Down the Full Annual Cost of Treatment
Comparing medical cannabis providers fairly means looking beyond just the sticker price of the medicine. Your full
annual cost combines:

Medicine cost: cannabis oil or flower price per gram, multiplied by expected usage.

Appointments: initial consultations, follow-ups, and any monitoring visits required.

Device purchase and maintenance: one-time vaporiser price plus any consumable parts like batteries or
mouthpieces.

Typical Cost Breakdown Example



Cost Component Typical Range (£ per year) Notes Medical Cannabis Medicine £3,000 – £7,000 Depending on
daily dose (0.5-1g/day typical) Prescribing and Follow-up Appointments £500 – £1,500 Initial assessment plus up
to four follow-ups yearly Vaporiser Device £150 – £400 One-off; includes warranty and support Total Estimated
Annual Cost £3,650 – £8,900 Dependent on dose, clinic fees, and device quality

Why ‘It Depends’ Is Not Enough

Many providers or comparison sites fall back on vague answers like “cost depends on your condition.” While true
to an extent, understanding typical annual cost components helps you avoid hidden surprises—especially if you’re
paying privately.

How to Compare UK Medical Cannabis Providers Realistically
Follow these steps to compare providers in a way that reflects your true cost and treatment experience:

1. Ask for Full Cost Transparency: Request an itemised quote that includes medicine, appointments, device,
and any additional service fees.

2. Check Device Quality and Compatibility: Don’t just look for the cheapest vaporiser. Confirm it is certified,
clinically recommended, and compatible with your prescribed formulation.

3. Confirm Appointment Frequency and Costs: Some providers include multiple follow-ups at no extra
charge; others bill per visit.

4. Review Regulatory Compliance: Check that the provider and pharmacy hold current licenses and
registrations with GMC and GPhC.

5. Seek Patient Reviews on Treatment Experience: How easy is it to obtain prescriptions? Are devices
reliable? Is dosing consistent?

Common Pitfalls to Avoid
Ignoring Device Cost: A low medicine price is worthless if you need to buy an expensive vaporiser separately.

Mistaking Smoking for Vaporisation: Only vaporised cannabis is legally prescribed and regulated—smoking
cannabis remains illegal and unsafe.

Overlooking Appointment Fees: Providers charging per consultation without clear disclosure inflate your
true costs.

Choosing Unregulated Providers: They may offer cheaper options but risk patient safety and legal
complications.

Summary: What to Remember
A reliable comparison of UK medical cannabis providers must integrate:

Medicine cost plus device purchase, as vaporisers affect dosing and outcomes.

Appointment costs and scheduling, reflecting your ongoing clinical needs.

Regulatory compliance, ensuring safety and legal prescribing.

Accurate terminology: always think “vaporised,” never “smoked,” when discussing prescribed cannabis.

Doing so means you’re far more likely to choose a provider that offers safe, effective treatment at a realistic vape
dosing consistency full annual cost—far beyond what the medicine price tag alone reveals.
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