
How to Keep Your Generator Running When You
Need It Most
When the power goes out, a generator is the difference between a minor inconvenience and a
serious disruption. Whether you rely on one for a home backup system, a construction site, or a
commercial operation, the quality and consistency of the fuel you put into it matters. Many
people focus on the generator itself - the brand, the wattage, the maintenance schedule - but
overlook what powers it. That oversight can lead to problems when the weather turns or
demand spikes.

A generator that sits idle for months then gets called into action on short notice needs fuel that
is clean, stable, and appropriate for the engine. Diesel generators, in particular, have specific
requirements. The fuel must have the right cetane rating, proper additives to prevent gelling in
cold weather, and no water or sediment contamination. Off-road diesel, also known as dyed
diesel, is commonly used in generators because it is taxed differently than on-road fuel and is
legal for stationary equipment. Understanding what your generator needs is the first step, but
getting that fuel delivered in a timely manner is just as important.

This is where a dependable fuel delivery service becomes essential. When a storm is bearing
down or a project deadline is tight, you cannot afford to wait. The logistics of generator fuel
delivery involve more than just dropping off a few gallons. A good provider considers the type
of generator, the expected run time, the ambient temperature, and the access to the tank. They
also account for local regulations regarding fuel storage and transport. In regions like
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland, where the weather can swing from humid summers to
freezing winters, fuel formulation changes seasonally. Summer blend and winter blend diesel
have different cold-flow properties, and a delivery service worth its salt adjusts accordingly.

What to Look for in a Fuel Supplier
Not every fuel company handles generator fuel the same way. Some focus on heating oil and
treat generator deliveries as an afterthought. Others, like those that serve construction sites
and commercial fleets, understand the urgency and the technical side. When you are
evaluating a supplier, ask about their experience with generator customers. Do they offer
emergency delivery? Can they handle both on-road and off-road diesel? Do they provide fuel for
portable tanks as well as fixed installations?
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Another factor is the fuel itself. Generators perform best on fresh, high-quality diesel. Fuel that
has been sitting in a supplier's tank for months can develop microbial growth, which clogs
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filters and injectors. A reputable delivery service rotates their inventory and uses biocides and
stabilizers as needed. They should also be able to deliver fuel that meets ASTM D975
specifications, the standard for diesel fuel in the United States.

Delivery Logistics and Timing

The timing of a fuel drop matters. If you schedule a delivery for a generator that runs
continuously during a power outage, you need a supplier who can get to you within a
reasonable window. Some companies offer automatic delivery based on usage estimates or
tank monitoring. Others require you to call when the tank is low. For critical applications, a
service that offers both scheduled and emergency options gives you flexibility.

Access is another consideration. A generator tucked behind a building or in a tight alley may
require a smaller truck or a longer hose. Some suppliers use tanker trucks with pumps that can
reach up to 150 feet, but it is worth confirming that the delivery vehicle can reach your tank
without issues. If the generator is on a construction site, the supplier needs to coordinate with
the site manager to avoid interfering with work.

Fuel Storage Best Practices
Even with a reliable delivery service, how you store the fuel on your end affects its quality and
your generator's performance. Diesel fuel has a shelf life. Without additives, it can degrade in
as little as six months. Water condensation inside the tank is a common problem, especially in
climates with high humidity. Water promotes microbial growth and can cause corrosion in the
fuel system.

Keep the tank as full as practical to minimize condensation. Use a water-absorbing fuel filter or
a separator. Add a biocide if the fuel will sit for more than a few weeks. Label the tank clearly
with the fuel type and date of delivery. If you are using portable cans, rotate the stock and
avoid storing them in direct sunlight or extreme heat.

Seasonal Considerations
Winter presents the biggest challenge for diesel generators. As temperatures drop, paraffin
wax in the fuel can crystallize, causing the fuel to gel and clog filters. Suppliers in cold climates
add anti-gel additives to their winter blend diesel. If you are running a generator in freezing
conditions, confirm that your delivery includes winterized fuel. Some operators also use fuel
heaters or insulated lines to keep the fuel flowing.

Summer brings its own set of concerns. High temperatures accelerate fuel oxidation and
microbial growth. If your generator runs only occasionally during warm months, consider using



a fuel stabilizer and running the generator under load periodically to burn off old fuel and keep
the system clear.

When You Need Emergency Service
Storms, grid failures, and equipment breakdowns do not follow a schedule. Having a
relationship with a fuel supplier before an emergency hits makes a difference. Many
companies prioritize existing customers during high-demand events. If you wait until the power
is out to find a fuel provider, you may end up on a long waiting list.

For businesses that rely on generators for critical operations - data centers, hospitals, farms, or
construction sites - a fuel delivery contract that includes guaranteed response times is worth
the investment. Some suppliers offer automatic refill programs that monitor your tank level and
dispatch a truck before it runs dry. Others provide on-site fuel storage solutions like bulk tanks
or secondary containment systems.

The phrase "generator fuel delivery" might sound like a simple service, but the details matter. A
delivery that arrives with the wrong fuel type, contaminated fuel, or at the wrong time can
cause more problems than it solves. That is why it pays to choose a supplier who understands
generators and the local climate.

Practical Steps for Generator Owners
If you own a generator, take a few minutes to review your current fuel plan. Look at the
manufacturer's recommendations for fuel type and additives. Check your tank for water or
sludge. Call your fuel supplier and ask about their delivery schedule, their fuel quality program,
and their emergency procedures. If you do not have a supplier yet, find one that serves your
area and has experience with generator fuel delivery.

Keep a log of fuel deliveries and usage. This helps you spot trends and anticipate needs. For
example, if you know that a generator burns through a certain amount of fuel per day during a
power outage, you can calculate how long a full tank will last and schedule deliveries
accordingly.

Finally, talk to your provider about what they do to ensure fuel quality. Ask about additives, tank
cleaning services, and testing for water and microbial contamination. A good supplier will be
transparent about their processes.

American Energy Supply, Co. is located at 1704 Chichester Ave, Linwood, PA 19061, and can be
reached at (610) 494-4874 for those in Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland who need
reliable fuel delivery for generators and other equipment.


