
Driving License In Ireland: 11 Thing You're Forgetting To Do

How to Get a Driving License in Ireland: The Ultimate Step-by-Step
Guide
Protecting a driving license in Ireland is a major milestone. Whether it is for career advancement, daily travelling,
or the freedom of weekend road trips, browsing the Irish licensing system needs persistence, preparation, and
adherence to specific rules set by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS).

If you are wondering where to begin, this detailed, step-by-step guide strolls you through the whole procedure
of getting a full driving license in Ireland.

Phase 1: The Learner Permit
Before anyone can legally drive on Irish roads, they should initially get a Learner Permit. You can not just jump
straight into a full driving test without this foundational action.

Step 1: Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)

The really first difficulty is the Driver Theory Test. This is a computer-based touch-screen examination designed to
evaluate your understanding of the guidelines of the roadway, roadway indications, threat awareness, and safe
driving habits.

How to book: You can book your test online via the main Driver Theory Test website (dtt.ie).

Expense: EUR45

Preparation: Study the official Rules of the Road book and utilize online practice apps.

Step 2: Complete Mandatory Essential Driver Training (EDT)

Once you get your Learner Permit, you need to complete Essential Driver Training (EDT) if you are obtaining a
Category B (automobile) license. EDT is a compulsory course of 12 one-hour lessons given by an Approved
Driving Instructor (ADI).

Essential Rule: There should be a minimum of six months between the date your Learner Permit is released
and the date you can sit your useful driving test. Use this time wisely to finish your EDT lessons and construct
up driving hours with a skilled sponsor.

Summary of the Licensing Journey
To provide you a clearer photo of the timeline and financial investment, here is a fast overview of the phases
associated with getting a full Irish driving license:

Stage What is Required Approximate Cost Timeframe 1. Theory Test Pass computer-based multiple-choice exam
EUR45 1-- 3 weeks prep 2. Student Permit Apply to NDLS with theory pass cert & & files EUR35 1-- 2 weeks 3.
EDT Lessons Complete 12 compulsory lessons with an ADI EUR40-- EUR60 per lesson Spread over 6+ months 4.
Driving Test Pass the practical on-road test EUR85 Wait times vary (weeks to months) 5. Complete License
Apply to NDLS for your full Category B license EUR55 (10-year authorization) 1 week



Stage 2: The Practical Driving Test
Once you have actually held your Learner Permit for a minimum of 6 months and have finished all 12 EDT lessons
(visited your authorities logbook), you are qualified to make an application for the practical driving test.

Action 3: Apply for the Driving Test

Driving tests are administered by the RSA. Due to varying need throughout various how to get driving licence in
Ireland for foreigners test centers in Ireland, it is advised to apply as early as possible.

How to book: Apply online through the RSA website.

Cost: EUR85 (weekday)/ EUR125 (weekend, if available).

Requirements: You must have a roadworthy car, valid tax, insurance coverage, and an NCT (if applicable) for
the test, together with your Learner Permit and signed EDT logbook.

Step 4: The Big Day

The practical driving test lasts about 40 minutes and assesses your general driving proficiency, technical
maneuvers (such as reversing around a corner and hill starts), and your knowledge of secondary controls and
under-the-hood checks.

Here are a couple of fast pointers for passing:

Check your mirrors constantly: Examiners look for excellent observation practices.

Master the maneuvers: Practice your reverse around a corner and turnabout up until they are force of habit.

Stay calm: Making a minor mistake doesn't imply you've failed; focus on driving securely for the remainder
of the test.

Stage 3: Graduating to a Full License
Congratulations! When the inspector hands you a "Certificate of Competency" (presuming you pass), you are
almost at the surface line.

Step 5: Apply to the NDLS for Your Full License

Passing the driving test does not immediately give you a full license. You need to officially use to the National
Driver Licence Service (NDLS) to exchange your Certificate of Competency for a complete driving license.

You can apply online (if you have a Public Services Card and a MyGovID account) or face to face by consultation
at an NDLS center.

What you will need for your full license application:

1. Your Certificate of Competency (legitimate for two years from the date of issue).

2. Your present Learner Permit.

3. Proof of your PPS number.

4. Evidence of address (dated within the last 6 months) if your address has changed or if using personally
without a confirmed MyGovID.

5. A completed NDLS medical report form (just needed if you are over 70, have a specific medical condition, or
are applying for certain heavy lorry categories).

6. The fee of EUR55 for a 10-year license.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/
https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Important Rules for New Drivers in Ireland
Navigating the roads as a recently certified chauffeur comes with rigorous legal responsibilities in Ireland. Keep
the following points in mind:

N-Drivers (Novice): For the very first 2 years after receiving your full driving license, you are lawfully
categorized as a Novice driver. You need to display amber 'N' plates on the front and rear of your automobile
at all times.

Alcohol Limits: The legal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limit is lower for novice motorists (20mg per
100ml of blood) compared to experienced drivers (50mg). No tolerance applies in numerous contexts.

Penalties: Ireland operates a charge point system. Accumulating 12 charge points within a three-year period
will result in the automatic disqualification of your driving license for 6 months. For newbie motorists, the
limit is stricter-- reaching simply 7 penalty points triggers a disqualification.

Final Thoughts
Getting a driving license in Ireland is a structured process designed to make sure that every chauffeur on the
roadway is safe, skilled, and knowledgeable. While the journey-- from studying for the theory test to completing
the 12 EDT lessons and waiting on test dates-- takes time and financial investment, the independence and skill
you gain are well worth the effort.

Take it one step at a time, practice consistently, and soon you will be trading your learner permit for a full Irish
driving license. Safe motoring!


