Upgrading Door Locks in an Older Home: Practical
Steps for Better Security

Older homes have a lot of character, but their original locking hardware often leaves a lot to be
desired. Over decades, locks wear down, and the standards for home security have improved
significantly. If you live in a house built before the 1990s, the locks on your doors may be easy
targets for forced entry or simple picking. The good news is that you don't have to replace the
whole door or sacrifice the vintage look. By choosing stronger locks and installing them
carefully, you can bring your home's security up to modern standards without losing its charm.

Start with a thorough assessment of your existing locks

Before buying anything, take a close look at what you have. Check each exterior door, including
the back door, side door, and any entrance from the garage. Pay attention to the brand and
model stamped on the lock face or the edge of the door, and note the condition of the strike
plate on the door frame. If the screws in the strike plate are short (less than an inch), the frame
is weak, or the lock feels loose, those are signs that a simple upgrade could make a big
difference. Also, look at the keyway. Older homes often have standard pin tumbler cylinders
that are easy to pick or bump open. If you can see the pins when you look into the keyhole, the
cylinder is likely a basic model that should be replaced.

Choose the right type of lock for each door

For most exterior doors in an older home, a deadbolt is the most effective upgrade. Deadbolts
have a solid metal bolt that extends into the door frame, making them much harder to force
open than a spring latch. Look for a deadbolt that meets or exceeds grade 2 standards from
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Grade 1 is the most secure but can be
expensive; grade 2 is a good balance for residential use. If your door has a narrow stile (the
vertical piece on the edge), you may need a cylinder lock or a mortise lock, which fits into a
pocket cut into the door. For doors that need extra security, such as a front door that opens
directly into the living room, consider a multipoint lock. These locks engage at multiple points
along the door edge, distributing force and making it very difficult to pry the door open.
However, multipoint locks require a compatible door and frame, and they are more complex to
install, so they are not the easiest DIY option.



Pay attention to the cylinder and key control



One of the most overlooked aspects of lock security is the cylinder itself. A strong deadbolt is
pointless if the cylinder can be picked in a few seconds. For older homes, an anti-snap cylinder
is a smart choice. Anti-snap cylinders are designed to break at a specific point if someone tries
to snap the cylinder with a tool, leaving the lock still engaged and the door secure. This is a
common attack on older locks because the cylinder is often the weak point. Additionally, think
about key control. If you have handed out keys to contractors, house sitters, or previous
owners, or if your house came with a set of old keys, the cylinder should be rekeyed or
replaced. A new cylinder with restricted key control means that only authorised key holders can
get duplicates made, which adds a layer of security that older locks simply don't offer.
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Reinforce the door frame and strike plate

No matter how good your new lock is, it is only as strong as the door frame it fits into. Older
frames are often made of soft wood that can splinter under force. The strike plate, which is the
metal piece on the frame that catches the bolt, is frequently secured with tiny screws that pull
out easily. For a real upgrade, replace the standard strike plate with a heavy-duty one, and
install screws that are at least three inches long. These longer screws reach past the door
jamb and into the wall stud, anchoring the lock securely. This simple change can prevent a
door from being kicked in. If the frame is badly damaged or rotted, you may need to repair or
replace the frame before installing the new lock. That kind of work is best left to a professional,
but it is a necessary step if you want the new lock to perform properly.

Install the new lock step by step

When you are ready to install, start by removing the old lock. Most older homes have either a
bored cylindrical lock (a round knob with a separate deadbolt above it) or a mortise lock that
fits into a rectangular cavity. Carefully unscrew and pull out the old hardware, taking note of
how it was assembled. Clean out any debris or old paint from the cavity. Test the new lock to
make sure it fits the hole and the backset (the distance from the edge of the door to the center
of the lock) is correct. If the new lock is a different size, you may need to enlarge the hole or
use a filler plate. Follow the manufacturer's instructions for mounting the new lock body,
securing it with the provided screws. Then attach the exterior and interior trim, making sure the
key turns smoothly and the bolt throws fully. Finally, install the new strike plate on the door
frame. Align it so the bolt slides in without binding, then drive in the long screws. Test the lock
from both sides and check that the door closes snugly without sticking.

What to watch out for during installation


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Okey%20Locksmith

Older doors are not always perfectly square or level, so alignment is the most common
problem. If the bolt does not line up with the strike plate hole, you may need to adjust the strike
plate position or file the hole slightly larger. Be very careful not to damage the door finish.
Another issue is that older doors may have a different thickness than modern lock standards
assume. If your door is thinner than standard, you might need a special backplate or a lock
designed for thinner doors. Also, keep an eye on the latch mechanism. Some older doors use a
rim lock that sits on the surface, which requires a different installation approach. If you
encounter any of these problems, it is wise to stop and consult a professional. For instance, if
you need help with door lock installation for a tricky older door, a service like Okey Locksmith

can bring the right tools and experience to get the job done safely.


https://www.google.com/maps/place/?q=place_id:ChIJEQyqG58RsocRZ_cKQEuHemo

Okey Locksmith is also on YouTube.

Consider smart locks and keyless options

Once your new lock is in place, you might think about adding a smart lock for convenience.
Smart locks can be fitted to many existing deadbolts and allow you to use a code, a
smartphone, or a fingerprint instead of a key. They are not necessarily more secure than a
good mechanical lock, but they do eliminate the risk of lost keys being used against you. If you


https://www.youtube.com/c/OkeyLocksmithOklahomaCity

choose a smart lock, make sure it has a backup key override in case the battery dies, and
check that it is compatible with the door material and thickness. For older homes, a retrofit
smart lock that mounts over the existing deadbolt is often the easiest choice.

Final checks and ongoing maintenance

After installation, test the lock thoroughly. Try opening the door from the outside with the key,
then from the inside with the thumb turn. Make sure the bolt extends fully into the strike plate
and that the door does not rattle when closed. Lubricate the lock mechanism with a graphite
powder, not oil, because oil attracts dust and can gum up over time. Once a year, check the
screws on the strike plate and the lock body to see if they have loosened, and re-tighten them if
needed. If you ever feel unsure about the door lock installation or notice that the lock is not
working smoothly, it is best to call a professional locksmith. Okey Locksmith provides 24/7
mobile automotive, residential, commercial, access control, and emergency locksmith services
in Oklahoma City and nearby communities. Their team can help with everything from routine
lock upgrades to emergency lockouts, ensuring your older home stays secure without
compromising its character.
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Okey Locksmith, 3121 SW 29th St, Oklahoma City, OK 73119, USA, +1 405-703-8943, provides
24/7 mobile automotive, residential, commercial, access control, and emergency locksmith

services in Oklahoma City and nearby communities.



