Know What Storms Actually Do To Exterior Doors

North Texas storms do more than dent a door skin or crack a pane of glass. High wind can rack the frame out of
square, hail can bruise fiberglass or splinter wood, and wind-driven rain can soak the slab, trim, and threshold

before anyone notices.

When storms hit hard, the real question is not whether the door still opens. It is whether the unit still seals, locks,

drains, and resists the next round of wind and rain.
An experienced replacement doors company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

A proper check should look at the whole opening, not just the panel itself. The slab, frame, sill, threshold,

weatherstripping, and hardware all matter, and a problem in one place usually affects the others.

Repair, Rehang, Or Replace The Whole System

Some storm damage is limited enough for a repair. A bent hinge, damaged knob set, torn sweep, or broken glass
insert can sometimes be replaced without changing the entire unit, especially if the frame is still square and the

slab has not absorbed much moisture.

Replacement becomes the better call when the storm has affected the structure of the opening. Warped wood, a
bowed slab, a frame that no longer closes evenly, or repeated water intrusion usually point to a bigger problem

than a single part can solve.

This is also where insurance can come into the conversation. Does homeowners insurance cover hail-damaged
windows in Collin County TX is a question many owners ask, and the same logic often applies to doors: coverage

depends on the policy, the cause of damage, the deductible, and the documentation you can provide.

Homeowners should also think beyond the slab itself. A damaged entry can let in water, dust, and pests, and
once the surrounding trim or subfloor has absorbed moisture, the repair can grow into a larger project very

quickly.

Choosing Replacement Doors That Hold Up In North Texas Weather

North Texas is hard on exterior doors because the weather does not stay mild for long. Heat, UV exposure, spring
hail, and sudden wind shifts all punish finishes, seals, and moving parts, so the best replacement is usually the

one that balances durability, energy performance, and maintenance.

Fiberglass is often the sweet spot for this climate. It offers the look of wood without the same level of window
installation Celina TX upkeep, and it tends to perform well through heat and cold snaps. Steel is also worth
considering, especially for security and impact resistance, but it needs good detailing to avoid corrosion and

moisture problems.

If energy efficiency matters, ask about insulated cores, weatherstripping, and glass packages with Low-E coatings.
Energy-efficient patio doors with Low-E glass for Texas summers can help reduce solar heat gain, and the same

thinking applies to entry units with sidelights or large glazed panels.

When the opening gets full sun, glass selection matters a lot. The goal is to cut heat without turning the room

into a cave.
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Hardware is worth a close look as well. Multi-point locks, reinforced strike plates, and quality deadbolts can

matter after a storm, especially if the door has already been stressed by wind or frame movement.

Permits, HOAs, And Timing After A Storm

It is always better to verify the rules early. A small paperwork delay is easier to handle than a failed inspection or

an expensive redo after installation starts.

HOAs can be just as important as the city code, especially in newer neighborhoods. Color, style, glass, and trim

details may all be subject to review before installation begins.

After major weather, schedules tighten fast. Lead times can stretch, so homeowners should move quickly once

the damage is confirmed, especially if water is already getting inside.

When cost is the concern, ask for the full scope in writing. That is the easiest way to compare apples to apples

and avoid surprise charges after the old unit comes out.

Why The Installation Is As Important As The Product

The installation is where a lot of storm repairs succeed or fail. Good prep work, proper flashing, and careful

shimming matter just as much as the door you choose.

If the original door failed early, the replacement should solve the weak points, not repeat them. That usually

means better materials, better weather sealing, and a more careful installation.

The right door is the one that fits the home, the budget, and the weather exposure. For some properties that
means a standard insulated entry. For others, it means stepping up to a stronger product with better glass and

hardware.

After a storm, speed matters, but so does judgment. The smartest replacement is the one that fixes the cause of
the failure, meets local requirements, and gives the home a better chance of staying dry and secure the next time

severe weather rolls through.



