Measure The Opening Before You Shop For A New Door
If you want a door that closes cleanly and seals properly, the opening and frame have to be measured first.

In Dallas, the frame may look square at a glance and still be slightly out of true because the house has shifted a

little with the clay soil.

That choice changes what numbers matter most, and it changes how much forgiveness you have if the opening is

not perfectly square.

If the opening has trim that hides the frame edges, remove only what you need so you can see the actual rough

opening and the condition of the jambs.

Take Door Measurements At Several Points, Not Just One
Finally, measure the jamb depth so the new door and frame match the wall thickness.
Those multiple readings tell you whether the opening is truly square or if one side has shifted.

For a typical exterior entry door, the width and height need to be recorded carefully enough that the installer can

leave room for shimming, insulation, and a proper weather seal.

If you are replacing a patio door, sliding door, or French door, the same rule applies, but the opening details

become even more important.

Do not trust memory after you have climbed a ladder, moved furniture, or spent ten minutes wrestling with a

sticky old door.

Check The Frame, Threshold, And Swing Before You Order

The frame, threshold, sill, and trim all affect whether the new door will fit and function the way it should.

If the threshold has settled or the sill slopes oddly, that should be noted before the new door is Dallas TX window

replacement ordered.

Stand on the outside of the door and note whether the hinges are on the left or right and whether the door

opens in or out.

For a back door, check for patio grade changes, flooring transitions, and how the door will meet the exterior

landing.
An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

That is especially true when the opening has already been patched once or when you can see daylight around
the old door.

Match The Door Style To The Opening And The Home

The kind of replacement you buy affects how you measure and how much of the old frame can stay in place.

A slab replacement can work well when the frame is still solid and the hinge and latch locations line up cleanly.
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For many Dallas homeowners, that is the smarter long-term choice because it handles wear from heat, humidity,

and settling better than patching an aging frame again.
Specialty doors need extra attention.

If the opening faces hard afternoon sun, or the door sits on a windy side of the house, a tighter installation

matters.

Measure Once, Confirm Twice, Then Order

A quarter inch can be the difference between a door that installs cleanly and one that needs extra trim work or a

return trip.

They also make it easier to explain problems if the frame has settled or the old door has been shimmed several

times.
If you are comparing options, ask whether the project calls for a prehung door, a slab, or a frame repair first.
Dallas weather makes good measurement habits worth the effort.

That is the best way to avoid surprises on installation day and make sure the new door actually solves the

problem instead of hiding it.



