Why You Need Steven F. O'Meara for Your
Delaware County DUI Case

Understanding DUI Charges in Delaware County

If you have been stopped on a Pennsylvania road and charged with driving under the influence,
you already know that the process is confusing and intimidating. The police procedure, the
chemical testing, and the sheer number of forms you must sign can make anyone feel
overwhelmed. In Delaware County, the courts handle DUI cases with a specific rhythm. The
judges, the prosecutors, and even the Magisterial District Court staff have seen thousands of
these matters. What they have not seen is your particular story. That is where an experienced
criminal defense attorney makes a difference.

| have worked in and around Delaware County for years. | have watched people walk into
arraignments thinking they have no options, only to learn that the law gives them more room
than they realize. The key is knowing which levers to pull and when to pull them. A lawyer who
understands the local court system can often spot an inconsistency in the police report or a
flaw in the field sobriety test administration that a general practitioner would miss. That local
knowledge is what sets apart a good outcome from a terrible one.

The Role of Steven F. O'Meara in Your Defense

When you hire Steven F. O’'Meara, you are hiring someone who has spent years inside the

Delaware County courtrooms. He knows the prosecutors, the common pleas judges, and the
specific procedures of the Magisterial District Court. This familiarity is not just a convenience.
It is a strategic asset. In a DUI case, the little details matter. Was the officer certified to operate
the breath test machine? Did the police follow the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code when they
initiated the stop? Did they properly advise you of the implied consent law before asking for a
blood sample? These are the kinds of questions that a seasoned attorney asks. They are the
kinds of questions that can get a charge reduced or even dismissed.

| remember one case where a client was charged with a high BAC after a single-car accident.
The police report looked solid. But when we dug into the records, we found that the hospital
had used a non-standard blood vial. The chain of custody was broken. The entire blood alcohol
content reading became inadmissible. The prosecutor had to drop the High BAC enhancement,
and my client pleaded to a standard tier. That saved him from a mandatory interlock device
requirement and a longer license suspension. Without a lawyer who knew how to challenge the
science, that outcome would have been impossible.

Pennsylvania DUI Laws and the ARD Program


https://stevenomearalaw.com/dui-offenses/delco-pa/

Pennsylvania DUI laws are tiered by blood alcohol content and by prior offenses. A first-offense
general impairment DUI (BAC between 0.08 and 0.099) carries a six-month license suspension
and a fine, but no jail time. Move up to High BAC (0.10 to 0.159) and the penalties increase. A
first-offense high BAC can bring a mandatory 48 hours in jail, twelve months of probation, and
a one-year license suspension. The highest tier, BAC of 0.16 or above, mandates a 72-hour jail
sentence and a twelve-month suspension. These are the minimums. A judge can impose more.

For many first-time offenders, the ARD program offers a way out. ARD stands for Accelerated
Rehabilitative Disposition, a diversionary program that allows you to avoid a criminal conviction
if you complete probation, pay fines, and attend DUI school. In Delaware County, ARD is not
automatic. You have to be eligible, and you have to apply. The district attorney’s office has
discretion to deny you if the facts of the case are too serious, such as a DUl accident that
caused injury. But if you qualify, ARD can keep your record clean and your license reinstated
after the suspension period ends. The catch is that you must complete the program without
any new arrests or violations. If you fail, the original DUI charges come back and you face the
full DUI penalties.

Steven F. O'Meara has guided many clients through the ARD application process. He knows
what the Delaware County DA looks for in a candidate, and he knows how to present your case
in the best light. Sometimes that means getting character letters from employers or
community members. Sometimes it means negotiating with the prosecutor to drop a more
serious charge in exchange for an ARD-eligible plea. The point is that you need someone who
knows the system from the inside.

License Suspension and PennDOT

One of the most immediate consequences of a DUl arrest is the threat of a license suspension.
In Pennsylvania, the Bureau of Driver Licensing, part of PennDOT, handles all license-related
matters. If you refuse a chemical test under the implied consent law, you face an automatic
one-year suspension, even if you are never convicted of DUI. If you take the test and your blood
alcohol content is above the legal limit, the suspension comes with the conviction. The
interlock device is another wrinkle. Under the Ignition Interlock Law, anyone convicted of DUI
with a BAC of 0.10 or higher must install an interlock device on their vehicle for one year after
their license is restored. This device prevents the car from starting unless you blow a clean
sample. It is inconvenient, expensive, and embarrassing. But it is better than losing your license
entirely for a longer period.

| have seen clients who refused the breath test because they thought they were outsmarting
the system. They did not understand that the implied consent law gives PennDOT the power to
suspend your license for that refusal alone. Then they end up with a suspension anyway, plus a
stiffer DUI charge because the prosecutor can argue that the refusal shows consciousness of



guilt. It is a lose-lose. A good lawyer will explain all of this before you make any decision at the
police station. That advice alone can save you months of hardship.

Field Sobriety Tests and Blood Alcohol Content

The field sobriety test is a common tool that police use to build probable cause for a DUI
arrest. The standard battery includes the horizontal gaze nystagmus test, the walk-and-turn,
and the one-leg stand. These tests are not perfectly reliable. They require proper
administration, and many officers do not follow the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration guidelines. If an officer rushes the test, fails to give clear instructions, or
conducts it on uneven ground, the results can be challenged. A skilled criminal defense
attorney will scrutinize the dashcam video, the officer’s report, and the training records of the
officer. If the test was flawed, the judge may suppress the results, which weakens the
prosecution’s case significantly.

Blood alcohol content measured by a breath test or blood draw is also open to challenge.
Machines must be calibrated regularly. Blood samples must be drawn by a certified
phlebotomist and handled according to strict protocols. If the chain of custody is broken, the
results may not be admissible. In one case | worked on, the breath test machine had not been
calibrated in six months, well past the required interval. The judge tossed the BAC reading, and
the case collapsed to a lesser charge. That kind of outcome is not luck. It comes from knowing
the science and the law.

Why Experience Matters in DUl Defense

DUI defense is a niche area of law. It requires understanding the interplay between the
Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, the criminal code, and the administrative rules of PennDOQT. It also
requires a willingness to fight. Some lawyers treat DUl cases as plea mills. They take the first
offer from the prosecutor and move on. That approach can cost you your license, your job, and
your reputation. A dedicated criminal defense attorney, by contrast, will evaluate every angle.
They will look at the legality of the stop, the accuracy of the tests, and the possibility of
diversionary programs. They will negotiate with the prosecutor to find a resolution that
minimizes the impact on your life.

Steven F. O'Meara brings that level of commitment to every case. He does not treat DUI as a
minor traffic matter. He treats it as a serious criminal charge with long-term consequences.
That is the right approach. A DUI conviction stays on your record for life. It can affect your
insurance rates, your employment prospects, and your ability to travel. Investing in a strong
defense now is cheaper than paying for those consequences later.



If you are facing DUI charges in Delaware County, do not go it alone. The system is stacked
with procedures and deadlines. Missing a filing date or signing a waiver without understanding
it can forfeit your rights. A lawyer who knows the local courts, the prosecutors, and the judges
can navigate that system for you. That is the value of hiring Steven F. O'Meara. He has the
experience, the knowledge, and the tenacity to give you the best possible outcome.



