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Your Complete Guide to Applying for a Nationwide Poland Driving
License
Navigating the bureaucratic landscape of a new country can typically feel like a complicated job, specifically when
it involves getting behind the wheel. For expats, foreign nationals, and international trainees residing in Poland,
obtaining a regional driving license is frequently a crucial step toward true self-reliance. Whether an individual
requirements to exchange a foreign license or begin the process from scratch, making an application for an
across the country Poland driving license needs a clear understanding of the legal requirements, documents, and
procedural actions.

This detailed guide breaks down everything one needs to know to successfully obtain and protect a Polish driving
license.

Understanding the Legal Requirements
Before jumping into the documentation, it is important to figure out whether a candidate needs to exchange
their existing license or undergo the complete training and testing process in Poland.

Normally, Poland recognizes driving licenses released by EU and EFTA member states. However, holders of non-
EU licenses (such as those from the US, Canada, Australia, or India) face particular timelines. According to Polish
law, citizens holding a non-EU license are legally allowed to utilize it for up to 185 days after taking up residency
in Poland. After this period, they should exchange their foreign license for a Polish one, which normally includes
passing the theoretical driving test.

Fundamental Prerequisites for All Applicants

Legal Residency: Applicants need to hold a valid home card, irreversible residency, or a long-term EU citizen
license, along with a signed up address in Poland ( Zameldowanie).

Age Limits: Applicants must fulfill the minimum age requirement for the particular car classification (e.g., 18
years old for Category B).

Medical Fitness: A favorable medical evaluation from an authorized occupational physician is obligatory.

Step-by-Step Application Process
The journey to obtaining a Polish driving license follows a standardized treatment handled by the local district
office ( Urząd Miasta or Starostwo Powiatowe).

Action 1: Obtain a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę)

The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is an electronic recognition number required for anyone discovering to
drive, taking exams, or exchanging a foreign license in Poland. To get a PKK, the applicant should visit their local
district office and send the application plan.

Step 2: Medical Examination
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A candidate needs to go to an authorized doctor ( lekarz uprawniony do badań kierowców) to undergo a brief
physical and mental physical fitness assessment. This generally includes a vision test and a survey relating to case
history.

Action 3: Training and Exams (If Applicable)

Depending on whether the candidate is exchanging a license or beginning fresh, this action differs:

Fresh Applicants: Must complete a state-approved course consisting of theoretical classes and useful driving
lessons at a certified driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców - OSK), followed by state tests at WORD (
Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

License Exchangers (Non-EU): Generally exempt from taking useful driving lessons and the useful exam, but
they should pass the state theoretical examination in Polish, English, or German.

Step 4: Final Submission and License Production

When all tests are passed (or exemptions are confirmed), the applicant sends their test pass certificate and
payment verification back to the local workplace to finalize the production of the physical card.

Required Documents Checklist
To make sure a smooth application process at the municipal office, candidates need to assemble a robust file of
files. Missing out on a single product can result in delayed processing times.

Application Form: Completed and signed application for the issuance of a driving license (readily available
at the office or online).

Identity Document: Valid passport and home card ( Karta Pobytu).

Evidence of Address: Confirmation of momentary or long-term residence ( Zaświadczenie o zameldowaniu).

Medical Certificate: Issued by an authorized physician validating fitness to drive.

Picture: One current, clear, color photo conference standard passport specifications (35 x 45 mm).

Current Driving License: Original foreign license (if applicable), together with a sworn Polish translation (
tłumaczenie przysięgłe).

Foreign License Verification: In some cases, the office may ask for a certificate from the releasing country
confirming the authenticity of the foreign license.

Expenses and Fees Associated with the Polish Driving License
Looking for an across the country Poland driving license involves a number of main administrative costs. It is
essential to keep in mind that these costs can vary slightly depending on the particular town, however the
standard nationwide averages are described below.

Cost Type Description Approximate Cost (PLN) Administrative Fee Processing the application and releasing the
physical plastic license card 100 PLN Medical exam Statutory fee for the medical professional's certificate of
fitness to drive 200 PLN Theoretical Exam State exam charge at the WORD center (if appropriate) 50 PLN
Practical Exam State examination cost for Category B at WORD (if suitable) 200 PLN Sworn Translation
Equating a non-EU license into Polish (per page) 50-- 150 PLN Passport Photo Set of basic biometric photos 35-
- 50 PLN

Note: Total costs will be lower for people merely exchanging a qualified EU/EFTA license, as state tests are waived.



Essential Tips for a Smooth Experience
Language Barriers: While significant cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Wrocław have English-speaking staff at
some community windows, it is heavily suggested to bring a Polish-speaking buddy or employ an interpreter
if your Polish is restricted, especially throughout official submissions and medical tests.

Translation Services: Ensure that any translation of a foreign document is performed specifically by a
licensed sworn translator ( tłumaczenie przysięgłe signed up with the Ministry of Justice), otherwise, the local
office will decline it.

Processing Times: Once the final application is approved, printing and delivery of the physical driving card
generally take in between 2 to 4 weeks. Applicants can track the status of their license online by means of
the main government portal (obywatel.gov.pl).

Getting a nationwide Poland driving license may look like an intricate maze of bureaucracy, however by breaking
the procedure down into workable actions, it becomes totally straightforward. By gathering your medical
certificate, protecting your PKK number, dealing with necessary translations, and sending your application to the
regional Urząd, you will be well on your method to browsing Poland's roads legally and securely. Prepare your
files in advance, stay client with the administrative timelines, and quickly enough, you'll be holding your brand-
new Polish driving license.


