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Navigating the Road: How to Obtain a Polish Driver's License

Protecting a driver's license in Poland is a structured, thorough process. Whether a person is a regional resident
or a global expatriate making Poland their brand-new home, holding a legitimate Polish driving permit--

recognized in your area as a Prawo Jazdy-- opens exceptional liberty to explore Central Europe.

While the requirements can initially seem challenging, breaking the process down into manageable actions
makes the journey to obtaining a Polish chauffeur's license straightforward. This extensive guide details the

requirements, the step-by-step treatment, associated expenses, and vital ideas for success.

1. Requirements and Eligibility

Before enrolling in a driving school, candidates must meet particular legal and administrative requirements set by

Polish authorities.

* Age Requirements: The minimum age depends on the car category (e.g., 18 for Category B vehicles, 24 for

Category A motorbikes without prior experience).

* Residency Status: Applicants should be homeowners of Poland. This is typically shown by a PESEL number
(Personal Identification Number) and a registration of home ( zameldowanie), or evidence of remaining in

Poland for a minimum of 185 days annually.

* Maedical Fitness: Every prospect should pass a standard medical checkup carried out by a licensed doctor to

guarantee they are healthy to drive.

2. Step-by-Step Guide to Getting a Polish Driver's License

The path from pedestrian to certified chauffeur involves numerous unique milestones.

Step 1: Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

The PKK is an unique prospect profile number issued by the regional district office ( Starostwo Powiatowe or city
hall Urzgd Miasta).

* What is needed: A completed application, a passport-style photo, a medical certificate, and an ID (passport

or home card).

Step 2: Medical Examination

An authorized occupational health medical professional should take a look at the candidate's vision, hearing, and
basic health. The standard charge for this evaluation is controlled by the state (presently 200 PLN).

Action 3: Complete State-Approved Training

Register in a state-approved driving school ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcéw - OSK). For a basic Category B license,

the course consists of:

® Theory: Minimum 30 hours covering traffic regulations, roadway signs, and fundamental very first help.

® Practical Driving: Minimum 30 hours behind the wheel with an instructor.



Note for Expats: While many driving schools carry out lessons in Polish, an increasing number of schools in

significant cities like Warsaw, Krakow, and Wroctaw offer theoretical courses and tests in English.

Step 4: Pass the State Exams

Once training is complete, candidates need to schedule and pass 2 examinations administered by the provincial
roadway traffic center ( Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego - WORD).
1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test featuring multiple-choice concerns concerning traffic rules.

2. Practical Exam: Divided into two parts-- vehicle checks and maneuvers on a closed course, followed by

driving in genuine traffic conditions.

Step 5: Order the Physical License

After passing both examinations, the WORD center updates the applicant's PKK profile. The prospect then returns
to their regional municipal government or district office to pay the processing cost and officially request the

physical card.

3. Summary of Costs and Timeline

Getting a chauffeur's license needs a financial investment of both time and cash. Informative post Below is a

breakdown of the typical expenses and estimated timeframes related to a Category B license.

Expenditure Item Estimated Cost (PLN) Description Medical exam 200 PLN Necessary check-up by an authorized
physician Driving Course (OSK) 2,500-- 4,000 PLN 30 hours of theory + 30 hours of practical driving State
Theory Exam (WORD) 50 PLN Computer-based assessment cost State Practical Exam (WORD) 200 PLN
Behind-the-wheel assessment cost License Production Fee 100,50 PLN Administrative charge for printing the

plastic card Total Estimated Cost ~ 3,050-- 4,550 PLN Prices vary depending on the city and driving school.

Timeline Breakdown

* Medical & & PKK Generation: 1-- 3 days.

* Driving Course: 4-- 8 weeks (depending on the intensity of lessons).

¢ Examination Scheduling & & Completion: 2-- 4 weeks (depending upon WORD line times).
® Card Production: 1-- 2 weeks after passing tests.

e Total Estimated Duration: 2 to 3 months.

4. Special Considerations for Foreigners
Chauffeurs who currently hold a license from abroad face various guidelines depending on their native land:

* EU/EFTA Citizens: Licenses issued by European Union or European Free Trade Association member states are
fully recognized in Poland. Drivers can continue using them until they end, though they have the choice to

exchange them for a Polish license.

* Non-EU Citizens (Vienna Convention): Individuals holding licenses from countries that signed the 1968
Vienna Convention on Road Traffic can generally drive on their foreign license for as much as 6 months after
establishing residency. Later, they must exchange it for a Polish license (which usually includes passing the

theoretical examination just, offered the foreign license is valid).
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* Non-Vienna Convention Countries: Nationals from nations outside the Vienna Convention should undergo

the entire procedure-- including medical examinations, driving school, and both state exams-- from scratch.

Tips for a Smooth Process

* Language Support: If taking tests in English, ensure you book with a WORD center that formally supports
foreign languages. Keep in mind that state examinations taken in English typically require the presence of a

sworn translator, whose services need to be paid for individually.
* Research study Materials: Do not rely solely on the driving school. Utilize official online portals that include
current concern banks for the Polish theoretical exam to practice successfully.

* Perseverance with Queues: WORD exam centers in big cosmopolitan areas can experience high need.

Booking examinations well in advance prevents unneeded delays.

By preparing the essential paperwork, budgeting properly, and devoting time to study both theory and practice,
obtaining a Polish motorist's license ends up being a workable and gratifying accomplishment. Safe takes a trip

on the Polish roadways!



