Sunbrella fabric is forgiving in a few ways and unforgiving in others. It's long lasting, stays colorful, and handles
out of doors conditions far higher than most upholstery textiles. But whenever you're measuring for upholstery,
sturdiness doesn't topic for those who reduce the inaccurate dimension or ignore the few millimeters that become

a wrinkled nook, a misaligned seam, or a sample that refuses to behave.

I've learned the onerous means that good measurement isn't really a single step. It's a sequence of judgements,
from in the event you cast off an outdated quilt to the way you account for thickness, foam density, seam
allowances, and the route of a weave or border print. The well information is that if you degree the “whole
manner” as opposed to just the frame, your cuts get cleaner and your upholstery strategy slows down within the
satisfactory possible way: less remodel, fewer returns, fewer moments of looking at a yardage calculator although

pondering where the time went.

Below is a practical procedure to measuring for Sunbrella material upholstery tasks, whether you're reupholstering

cushions, re-protecting outside seating, or making new panels that need to tournament a pattern or stripe route.

Start with the end use, not the fabric

Before you degree, choose what the upholstery demands to do. That sounds visible, yet it modifications the

measurements you take and how you interpret them.

Outdoor upholstery with Sunbrella fabrics characteristically faces wind-driven rain, solar exposure, and
commonplace use. That skill the finished surfaces need to be clean when the cushion is in location, not tight like a
drum. Tight covers can glance quality for per week, then relax erratically as the foam compresses and expands.

Conversely, overly loose covers can shift, pull at seams, or create part gaps wherein water can gather.

If your project is a bench cushion so that it will sit on a frame, your dimension should still replicate the cushion
top, the way the fabrics wraps around edges, and whether you intend to use buttons, welting, or a zip. If it's a
chair again panel with angled surfaces, chances are you'll need to measure throughout planes, now not simply one

the front-to-lower back size.

A superb behavior is to sketch the upholstery as a entire garment. Ask your self where the fabrics wishes to flex, in

which it must always dwell taut, and the place seams belong so that they don’t migrate into prime-strain creases.

Gather reference features from the existing piece

If you're reupholstering whatever latest, the quickest trail to the best option sizing is to measure the old duvet
conscientiously. Even when the ancient quilt is stretched, light, or a little bit off, it frequently includes the so much

honest understanding about how that unique piece desires to be dressed.

| aas a rule do away with the duvet in a means that protects it as a trend. If it's stapled, | lift staples slowly and
continue the textile as flat as available. If it's sewn, | open seams purely in which fundamental, then lay every panel
out. The purpose is simply not to take care of the canopy flawlessly, it's to capture its precise dimensions along

with the way it turned into folded, grew to become, or overlapped.

Two information remember greater than such a lot of us predict. First, be aware seam placement relative to edges.
Second, notice how a great deal textile was once used in turns and hems. A panel that seems like it's “about the
precise size” could possibly be relying on a 1 inch flip underneath on one area and a three/four inch turn

underneath on yet another.



When the ancient conceal is long past or you're making new upholstery, you'll use the item itself because the
reference. That works too, but you'll count greater on your measurements of cushion thickness, undercuts, and

wrapping intensity.

Measure the cushion, no longer simply the frame

A universal mistake is measuring the outside dimensions of a cushion and assuming that matches fabrics panel

sizes. Upholstery not often follows the related geometry because the core.

Think approximately what occurs when cloth wraps. The foam core has thickness, plus there's most of the time a
layer of batting for softness and a skirted side for insurance plan. If you're the usage of a welt twine, that

adjustments the high quality finished dimensions sunbrella fabrics once more.

Here's a lived example. | once re-coated a hard and fast of eating chair seat cushions outside. The frames had been
constant, and the seat cores had been the same dimension, however the previous covers are compatible
beautifully on two chairs and had further slack at the 0.33. The cushion core on that third chair wasn't taller
through a great deal, solely a small distinction you want to consider greater than degree. The fabrics essential
extra wrap on the entrance area due to the fact that the foam compressed in a different way below physique
weight. If | had measured basically the body starting, | could have reduce the textile to tournament the “universal”

cushion footprint and blamed a workmanship problem whilst it was honestly a thickness aspect.

So should you degree, treat each cushion like its possess dimensional tale.

The center measurements you needs to write down

For such a lot upholstery tasks, you'll choose a common set of numbers that describe the cushion or panel
geometry. | avert a workstation with a rapid diagram considering later you'll fail to remember what “A” supposed

for those who depend upon memory.
At minimum, for a normal cushion you'll oftentimes report those dimensions:

* normal period and width of the center (aspect to area)

* thickness of the foam or spring unit at the finished height you propose to cover
® any radius or nook form (rectangular, rounded, chamfered)

* the wrap depth you choose (how far fabrics turns underneath or wraps around)

® the place and plan for seams, rather round prime-pressure corners

For a chair lower back panel, you'll additionally wish the height at the correct and backside, given that many chair

backs curve. A unmarried immediately size may be misleading if the lower back is tapered or arched.

If you propose to add batting, choose no matter if you're measuring over the froth merely or over the froth plus
batting thickness. In apply, batting provides a comfortable layer that alterations how fabric lies. You won't prefer it
solely accounted for in each and every size, but you could recognize kind of how thick it will be because it

influences how tight the canopy will sense.

Consider seam allowances and turns early

Sunbrella fabrics is bought by means of the yard after which minimize into styles. That potential your achieved
piece dimensions will now not equal your core dimensions until you're driving a no-seam or minimum-seam

formula. Most upholstery contains seams, hems, and turns below.
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The appropriate seam allowances vary along with your stitching style and how the upholstery is accomplished.
Some makers work with a regular seam allowance like 0.5 inch. Others use wider or narrower margins depending
on the bulk of the batting and even if you're binding edges. The most worthy point is that you simply have got to

apply allowances continually to each suitable panel measurement.

When you measure from the cushion, construct your “minimize size” via adding: 1) seam allowances for seams you
propose to stitch 2) turn below quantities for edges in order to cover uncooked textile 3) any extra material crucial

for corners, if the layout calls for further to forestall pulling

| wish to do this in writing, not in my head. If you do it mentally, it's smooth to forget a corner. Corners are in

which the greater fullness either disappears superbly or becomes a sizeable puckering.

If you're operating from an current cover, check what seam allowances and turns gave the look of. You can
measure the historical cover seam width and the hem depth directly. Even when you plan to tweak the design, it

offers you a defensible starting point.

Pattern direction and repeat: measure twice, align once

If you're due to a sturdy shade, size is more effective. If you're as a result of a stripe, border print, or a patterned

motif with a repeat, measurement turns into extra about alignment than just length.
For stripes, the good sized query is even if you favor the stripes to run:

* |eft to right throughout a cushion front panel
e vertically on a wrap skirt

* situated so the stripe lines healthy at seams

For a repeating motif, you furthermore mght need to think how some distance the repeat will land after seams are
stitched. Two cushions that deserve to seem to be “matching” can glance off if you happen to reduce panels at

assorted repeat offsets.

Here's where one other hour at the cutting desk will pay off. Before chopping, in finding and mark the “repeat get
started” at the fabrics yardage. Lay out the sample pieces at the fabric on upper of a grid if needed, or a minimum

of measure the repeat size and remember forward in your seam locations.

If you're matching a border on all uncovered edges, degree those edges as a machine. A entrance panel may

require one repeat count, while a part panel may possibly require a different if the border wraps across the nook.

Account for hardware: zippers, welting, and button plackets

Sunbrella upholstery is in many instances complete with sensible and ornamental resources that take space.
Zippers want a entire aspect to mount into. Welting provides thickness and modifications the angle in which

fabrics meets. Buttons and plackets create excess bulk and stress facets.
Measure therefore:

® For welt wire, the piping will sit down alongside the seam line, so your base fabric dimensions have to account

for the delivered cord thickness and the approach your cloth folds round it.

® For zippers, you want to degree the zipper period relative to the panel seam and make certain the zipper
situation lines up with the accomplished cowl closure field, no longer just the cushion edge.
® For button tufts, measure the situation and depth so you don't prove with buttons that distort the textile

grain or pull seams tight in a way that suggests by using.



| don't endorse guessing on hardware placement from a image. A graphic hides seam allowances, zipper
placement, and the way corners had been comprehensive. Measure the hardware zone on the present piece if one

can, or use a prototype panel if the upholstery is challenging.

A practical measuring approach for user-friendly upholstery shapes
Some tasks are straightforward rectangles. Others are curves, angles, or have a skirted perimeter.

For square seat cushions with rolled edges, | measure in a "wrap common sense” order: 1) core duration and width
2) thickness 3) desired wrap intensity on every one aspect four) then establish how much further is required for

seam allowances where panels join

For rounded corners, | measure the directly lengths plus the easily corner shape radius. You can't reliably deal with
a rounded nook like a square and just add a small quantity. Rounded corners pull fabrics into exclusive folds, and

the fold amount determines regardless of whether the corner appears to be like glossy.

For angled chair backs, | degree across the face after which measure back alongside a 2nd line that fits the angled
airplane. If you only measure Sunbrella fabrics marine one height and one width, you'll more commonly reduce a

panel that twists whilst installed. That twist would be small yet visual, exceptionally in directional stripe designs.

If you're running from scratch, build a cut diagram

When there's no latest pattern, your most beneficial instrument is a lower diagram on paper. It doesn’t desire to
be fancy. A tough comic strip with classified dimensions is ample to store you from mixing up which part

necessities seam allowance and which edge wants flip-underneath.

As you map every one panel, write the lower sizes beside them. If you plan seams, be aware where the seam lines

land relative to the cushion edges.

A simple fact fee is to be counted what percentage layers and folds will sit lower than the textile at each and every
perimeter position. If one facet has extra batting and a deeper flip, it might probably desire a a bit better minimize

dimension for the similar achieved suit.

This is usually in which that you may figure out whether to simplify. If a challenging seam plan creates too many
cut panels, your alignment menace will increase with every seam. Sometimes it's more beneficial to exploit fewer

seams even though the upholstery is fairly bulkier, surprisingly with ambitious patterns.

Don’t forget about cloth habit for the time of handling

Measuring isn't basically approximately dimensions, it's additionally about how Sunbrella fabrics behaves as you
cut and take care of it. Sunbrella is surprisingly solid, yet it nevertheless has a grain and it will probably shift whilst

stretched or while lower even though barely biased.

When | control Sunbrella at the reducing desk, | try to prevent it aligned. | hinder pulling it lengthwise at the same
time as measuring, seeing that pulling by using even a small volume can create skewed panel shapes. Instead, |

strengthen the material so it lies certainly.

Also recollect how your challenge shops and installs. A cushion disguise that looks most excellent flat would
possibly sit back while installed, exceptionally if the sample has direction. Plan for that via checking the alignment

of stripes or motifs at some point of dry design earlier than committing to cuts.
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Tools and setup that make measuring easier

You can measure upholstery with hassle-free tools, however a bit of setup reduces blunders. Here's what |

preserve readily available when reducing Sunbrella upholstery:

® atransparent measuring tape (with metric marks if feasible)

e chalk or a material marker that won't bleed through

* tailor's scissors or a rotary cutter with a reliable cutting surface
* straightedge or a long ruler for smooth minimize lines

* weights or clips to dangle cloth with no stretching

If your cutting floor is small, which you can nonetheless degree as it should be, but you'll need to stay away from

fabrics from bunching. Bunching disguises the authentic size and ends up in skew.

The two measurements persons fail to remember: thickness stack and
corner fullness

Most size blunders | see come from one among two blind spots.

The first is the thickness stack. People degree foam thickness, then put out of your mind batting, then omit the
thickness created with the aid of seams and piping. Even when you don't upload batting deliberately, your present
piece probable had some layer. If you're rebuilding from scratch, figure out regardless of whether you want the

achieved conceal to feel as plush as the past one, and measure subsequently.

The 2nd blind spot is nook fullness. Corners desire added cloth to restrict pulling and puckers. If you might have
rectangular corners with a crisp area finish, you can be able to avoid nook seam allowances modest. If you have

rounded corners otherwise you're binding edges, you occasionally need more allowance for the fabric to show.

A accurate procedure is to dry in shape. If you will have a scrap panel, stitch it together with your planned seam
allowance and determine it wraps the nook the means you be expecting. You can analyze more from a two-foot

mockup than from re-analyzing your notes.

How to deal with repeat measurements with no wasting yardage

Repeat fabrics can really feel like yardage robbery. You desire to healthy seams, but you don't prefer to find

yourself with added fabric you could't use on a better panel.

The key is to come to a decision matching point beforehand cutting. Ask whether you want every cushion
identical. If you're making a fixed for one outside field, you may wish matching stripe alignment on all uncovered

surfaces, however that you can in the main allow a small shift on hidden wrap facets.

When you're matching a daring stripe, possible decide a stripe reference line, degree to the seam position, and
retailer that reference regular throughout all an identical panels. If the challenge has more than one cushion sizes,
you're able to standardize the alignment good judgment for every size instead of assuming one world cut plan

suits all.

This is the place a cut diagram can pay off lower back. If you write down the repeat offset as a host, it's less difficult
to copy the alignment later. For instance, chances are you'll note “the front panel stripe reference at 8 inches from

the appropriate edge of the yardage” after which observe the equal connection with every front panel.



Dry format and sanity assessments in the past cutting

Before you commit to reducing Sunbrella material, do a dry structure. This step prevents the more or less mistake

that feels costly considering that that's costly.
At minimum, money these issues:

1. Panel orientation, stripe path, and motif alignment at seam strains

2. Whether seam placement suits how the quilt will really be assembled

3. That zippers or piping areas nonetheless match once seam allowances are applied
4. That corners have adequate allowance to turn with no pulling

5. That your total yardage supports your lower plan, inclusive of any repeat waste

If something fails, regulate the pattern on paper first. It's so much less expensive to redraw a line than to recut full

panels.

A fast approach for measuring upholstery with current sewing lines

If the present upholstery in all fairness intact, that you may degree without delay from it as opposed to

constructing from scratch. However, you want to consider what the existing sewing is if truth be told doing.

For illustration, if the historical hide has a seam that sits 3/eight inch from the cushion part, which means the done
seam line is offset from the core part. When you cut the new fabric, you desire to recreate that offset. Otherwise

the seam ends up creeping in the direction of the brink and your corners seem off.
Measure:

e distance from cushion edge to seam line
* seam allowances within the outdated canopy (approximately, from stitching to fabric facet)

® hem intensity or turn under

If the outdated hide is stretched, degree in a number of spots. The seam won't be completely consistent. Pick a

representative size and word that it displays an “standard have compatibility.”

Common measurement eventualities and what to monitor for

Outdoor upholstered items tend to come in habitual designs, and every single layout has its personal

measurement traps.

For cushions with a skirt, the skirt measurement needs to reflect each the middle size and the way the skirt wraps
and folds. The skirt size isn't just cushion height. It's cushion height plus how a lot fabric you wish to teach, plus

the quantity you want for underneath-tucks.

For to come back cushions with a zipper closure, the seam and zipper good judgment determines panel width.
Zippers need a specific side conclude, and the zipper pull creates area on the ends. Measure zipper duration and

seam end stops conscientiously.

For fixtures with palms, the material panels by and large include additional shaping. Those shaped regions require
additional consideration for pattern path given that seams converge and will distort the stripe. If you're making

use of a directional print, the seam plan will become part of the layout, no longer just a production aspect.



When measurements war: foam shrinkage, padding ameliorations, and
“shut satisfactory”

Sometimes you measure the foam, degree the cover, and not anything fits. That can show up considering the fact
that:

e foam cores compress unevenly over time
® batting layers had been replaced

® a outdated upholsterer adjusted suit via adding more gathers or easing

In the ones occasions, don't strength unique suits. Look for the finished more healthy as a replacement. Dry match
the cover panels, even in the event you in simple terms pin them with temporary basting. Watch how fabrics
behaves along the edges. If the fabrics sits flatter with rather diversified seam placement than your notes

advocate, observe the match.

Close satisfactory on paper may well be incorrect in the genuine global. Fit is what things. Accurate dimension is

what receives you close, then minor changes are what make it proper.

Final measuring behavior that keep away from the most important
mistakes

If you would like a brief listing of habits that continuously get well results, it's less approximately any single

measurement and extra approximately how you figure thru the technique.

| prevent everything documented, simply because upholstery measurements float in reminiscence. | additionally
measure twice in completely different tactics, incredibly for thickness. And | certainly not think that the comparable

chair variation has equivalent foam peak as soon as it's been saved outdoors or reupholstered earlier.
The maximum legit activities is:

® degree core and thickness at the accomplished state
® calculate lower sizes with seam allowances and turns included
e dry layout any directional material and confirm repeat alignment

* do ainstant mock suit on corners if the design is complex

With that ordinary, Sunbrella fabric initiatives end up an awful lot greater predictable. The cloth will do its activity,

and your upholstery will look intentional other than improvised.

If you're competent to use this for your definite task, tell me what you're upholstering (cushion, chair seat, lower
back, palms), even if your material has stripes or a directional development, and how the outdated canopy was
once assembled (zipper, welting, buttons, stapled). | will help translate the measurements right into a minimize

plan that suits how the piece actually builds.



